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1
Introduction

During the LTE Rel-15, a new INOBEAR WI was instantiated purpose of which was to increase number of supported DRBs from 8 to 15. To support more DRBs, and as a result, to support more logical channels, the LCID space was extended and the corresponding changes were introduced into the MAC header. In addition, it was discussed several times how many values we should reserve for the extended LCID, potentially accounting for the packet duplication feature. 
In this discussion paper we present our further considerations for how many DRBs we should support packet duplication, and as a consequence, whether it impacts further INOBEAR WI.
2
Packet duplication and number of DRBs
As already discussed for NR, even though the NR UE can support up to 16 DRBs, the maximum number of DRBs with packet duplication is considered to be only 8 because it would require twice more processing resources at the UE side. Similarly, if the legacy LTE supports only 8 DRBs, then only 4 DRBs can be configured for the packet duplication.
As INOBEAR WI introduced support for up to 15 DRBs, another question arises on how many DRBs could support packet duplication in this case. Following the same line of reasoning we can assume that only up to 7 DRBs could be configured for this purpose. However, it is also necessary discuss whether a separate capability for such a combination would be needed, or whether any UE supporting INOBEAR and HRLLC would automatically need to support up to 7 DRBs for packet duplication.

3 Conclusion
In this discussion paper we have presented our view on how many DRBs we should support for the packet duplication feature. As a summary of our considerations:
Proposal 1:
For LTE, the maximum number of DRBs supporting packet duplication is 4 (since the maximum number of DRBs in LTE is 8).

Proposal 2:
For LTE, if a UE supports 15 DRBs then the maximum number of DRBs for packet duplication could be 7, whereupon we need to discuss whether a separate capability for this combination is needed.  
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