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1   Introduction
In RAN2 #100, the case where the target eNB understands the MCG part of the source configuration but the SgNB doesn’t understand the SCG was discussed and it was agreed to indicate the impacted bearer in the drb-toReleaseList. Accordingly, in TS 36.331[1], the following description was captured with a NOTE 1:
The same behavior applies in EN-DC, if upon handover the target eNB is unable to comprehend the MCG part of the UE configuration i.e. the target eNB uses the full configuration option which involves release and configuration of (most of the) MCG and NR SCG configuration. In case of EN-DC, the target SgNB may be unable to comprehend the NR SCG configuration provided by the source SgNB. In such a case, release and addition may be applied for the NR SCG part of the configuration.

NOTE 1:
When using release and addition for the NR SCG configuration, E-UTRAN includes drb-ToReleaseList for the SN terminated RBs in nr-RadioBearerConfig1 (so that release of these RBs is performed prior to addition of any SN terminated RBs included in the same message).

In this contribution, we would like to discuss whether the NOTE 1 is fully correct and provide related proposal.

2   Discussion 
For EN-DC, nr-RadioBearerConfig1 and nr-RadioBearerConfig2 are introduced as the PDCP configuration in LTE RRCConnectionReconfiguration message because both LTE MeNB and NR SgNB configure UE with NR PDCP for EN-DC related bearers and for bearer type harmonization purpose, the UE is not acquired to distinguish which one is for MN terminated bearer and which one is for SN terminated bearer. Accordingly, there is no restriction for the usage of the nr-RadioBearerConfig1 and nr-RadioBearerConfig2 in the network side, i.e., both the following cases are allowed from the perspective of standards:
· nr-RadioBearerConfig1 is used by LTE MeNB and nr-RadioBearerConfig2 is used by NR SgNB 
· nr-RadioBearerConfig1 is used by NR SgNB and nr-RadioBearerConfig2 is used by LTE MeNB 
Observation 1: From the perspective of standards, there is no restriction for the usage of the nr-RadioBearerConfig1 and nr-RadioBearerConfig2 by MN and SN.
At the meantime, it should be noticed that during the early ASN.1 review, some companies proposed to change nr-RadioBearerConfig1 and nr-RadioBearerConfig2 to nr-RadioBearerConfig and nr-RadioBearerConfigS, but it was not allowed.  It is because that the usage of nr-RadioBearerConfig and nr-RadioBearerConfigS will be misleading as it can be interpreted as nr-RadioBearerConfig is for LTE MeNB and nr-RadioBearerConfigS is for NR SgNB.
Observation 2: RAN2 aims to avoid implying any linkage between the nr-RadioBearerConfig1/2 and MeNB/SgNB.

In TS 36.331, the related procedures involving nr-RadioBearerConfig1 and nr-RadioBearerConfig2 are all specified as following:

1>
if the received RRCConnectionReconfiguration includes the nr-RadioBearerConfig1:

2>
perform radio bearer configuration as specified in TS 38.331 [82, 5.3.5.6];

1>
if the received RRCConnectionReconfiguration includes the nr-RadioBearerConfig2:

2> perform radio bearer configuration as specified in TS 38.331 [82, 5.3.5.6].

Considering the UE processes the nr-RadioBearerConfig1 before nr-RadioBearerConfig2, for the release and addition handling, it is true that the network should include drb-ToReleaseList for the SN terminated RBs in nr-RadioBearerConfig1 so that release of these RBs is performed prior to addition of any SN terminated RBs included in the same message. However, the current NOTE 1 can be understood as the nr-RadioBearerConfig1 is for LTE MeNB and the nr-RadioBearerConfig2 is for NR SgNB in EN-DC, which is not true. 
Observation 3: The NOTE 1 is misleading because it can be interpreted as the nr-RadioBearerConfig1 is for LTE MeNB and the nr-RadioBearerConfig2 is for NR SgNB.

From RAN2 perspective, it seems unusal to guide the network how to construct the detailed IE with one NOTE. In general, the network is supposed to know how to handle the release and addition cases and to generate the configuration in a right way. In our understanding this is up to implementation. To avoid any potential ambiguity , we think it can be handled by adding another NOTE to clarify that NOTE 1 does not implying any restriction on the usage of nr-RadioBearerConfig1 in other cases, or just remove the NOTE 1. To simplify the description, we prefer to remove the NOTE 1, as it is an implementation issue.
Proposal: The NOTE 1 guiding the release and addition handling should be removed in order to aviod any misunderstanding.

3   Conclusion

In this contribution, the NOTE for release and addition in TS 36.331 was discussed and the following observations and proposal were provided:
Observation 1: From the perspective of standards, there is no restriction for the usage of the nr-RadioBearerConfig1 and nr-RadioBearerConfig2 by MN and SN.
Observation 2: RAN2 aims to avoid implying any linkage between the nr-RadioBearerConfig1/2 and MeNB/SgNB.

Observation 3: The NOTE 1 is misleading because it can be interpreted as the nr-RadioBearerConfig1 is for LTE MeNB and the nr-RadioBearerConfig2 is for NR SgNB.

Proposal: The NOTE 1 guiding the release and addition handling should be removed in order to aviod any misunderstanding.
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