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1   Introduction
In RAN2 #101bis meeting, it was agreed to add accessStratumRelease to UE-NR-Capability as proposed in [1] and one FFS was remained as is there need to have accessStratumRelease in UE-MRDC-Capability and if release of NR and LTE should be same or can evolve independently.

In this contribution, we will have a discussion on the remaining FFS and provide the related proposal.

2   Discussion 
For both LTE and NR, the accessStratumRelease is defined in UE-EUTRA-Capability and UE-NR-Capability respectively in the first release because they are standalone RATs and they will evolve independently. However, for MR-DC, it is more a technical feature than an independent RAT. 
If MR-DC has its own Release information, it would lead to confusion what is the relation with the release of EUTRA or NR UE capability. In fact, RAN2 introduces the separate UE-MRDC-Capability because some of the UE capabilities, e.g., band combination and baseband, need to be visible for both LTE and NR. Therefore, the available LTE and NR capabilities specified in the UE-MRDC-Capability is actually based on  UE-EUTRA-Capability and UE-NR-Capability.
Observation: UE-MRDC-Capability is not the capability of an independent RAT, instead it is based on the UE-EUTRA-Capability and UE-NR-Capability.
The existing UE-MRDC-Capability is defined for the Rel-15 MR-DC and it is associated to Rel-15 LTE and Rel-15 NR. It is possible that the MR-DC feature will be evolved in Rel-16 and even later release. Based on this assumption, it seems useful to let the network be aware about the release of the UE-MRDC-Capability. As in our understanding if MR-DC feature is evolved, most likely both LTE and NR would be impacted and in this case it can be deduced the MR-DC feature would have the same release as NR or EUTRA UE capability. In some cases, there might be situations that LTE and NR have different standards phases due to independent evolution. However as the “Release” information only includes the general release number without touching the detailed version within this Release, even though such situation happens there would be no difference on the value of accessStratumRelease between EUTRA and NR. Therefore it can be assumed that the accessStratumRelease of EUTRA and NR UE capability is always aligned, and consequently the MR-DC release could be automatically deduced the release information from either NR or EUTRA UE capability.
 However in future evolution, there might be the case that LTE stops evolution since a release while NR continues. In this case the MR-DC capability can always refer to the NR UE capability as a new release. As the UE would always report EUTRA and NR capability together with MR-DC capability, there would be no confusion as the network can already know the release of EUTRA and NR capability.
Proposal 1: the MR-DC capability release is derived from NR or EUTRA UE capability and there is no need to introduce accessStratumRelease in UE-MRDC-capability.

3   Conclusion

In this contribution, the AccessStratumRelease was discussed and the following proposal was provided:
Observation: UE-MRDC-Capability is not the capability of an independent RAT, instead it is based on the UE-EUTRA-Capability and UE-NR-Capability.
Proposal 1: the MR-DC capability release is derived from NR or EUTRA UE capability and there is no need to introduce accessStratumRelease in UE-MRDC-capability.
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