3GPP TSG-RAN2 Meeting #101bis
R2-1804669
Sanya, China, 16 - 20 April 2018
Revision of R2-1802677
Agenda item:
9.15.2
Source:
Huawei, HiSilicon
Title:
Remaining PDCP issues for packet duplication
Document for:
Discussion and Decision
1
Introduction
In the previous RAN2 meetings, the following agreements were made on PDCP for PDCP duplication [1] [2] [3]:

	Agreements in RAN2#99bis

1
PDCP data duplication for LTE shall assume NR PDCP data duplication as baseline.
2
RAN2 works on PDCP data duplication for both CA and DC.

3
At least UM bearers are supported for PDCP duplication via CA.

4
PDCP enables reordering and duplication detection when PDCP duplication is configured.

Agreements in RAN2#100

1
The logical channel handling can take the NR’s conclusion as baseline:


Duplicated PDCP PDUs are submitted to two different RLC entities for two different LCH, and the LCH cannot be mapped on the same carrier.


LCP takes into account all the restrictions configured for the logical channels (which include the PDCP data duplication restrictions).

2
Support RLC AM for SRB for packet duplication via DC and CA. FFS the DRB case.

3
Support RLC UM for packet duplication via DC.

4
Apply LTE PDCP to support packet duplication. FFS the necessary changes.
5
Support PDCP reordering for duplication case.

Agreements in RAN2#101
1. The PDCP entity transmits duplicated PDCP PDU only when requested by lower layers, as in LTE.
2. Support RLC AM for packet duplication via DC for DRB.

3. Support RLC AM for packet duplication via CA for DRB.

4. The same PDCP mechanism for “Data volume calculation” can be used for both CA and DC duplication.

5. For DC case, when PDCP duplication is activated, all PDCP data is reported to both the MAC entity associated with the primary RLC entity and the MAC entity associated with the second RLC entity.

6. For CA case, when PDCP duplication is activated, all PDCP data is reported to the MAC entity which is the same as agreed in NR session.

7. For CA case, when PDCP duplication is configured but not activated, all PDCP data is reported only to the MAC entity associated with the primary RLC entity.


And in RAN2#101 meeting, during the PDCP duplication discussion in NR, the following agreements were achieved:

	Agreements

=>
The duplication is done at the time of submission. When to submit the PDCP PDU is up to UE implementation.  The PDCP modelling assumes that the submission to different RLC entity is done at the same time and a single PDCP data volume

=>
The PDCP Control PDU is submitted to the primary RLC entity (i.e. control PDUs are not duplicated).   Remove FFS from “indicate the PDCP data volume excluding the PDCP Control PDU to the MAC entity associated with the secondary RLC entity”


There is an FFS on the necessary changes of PDCP when packet duplication is supported. In this contribution, we will discuss the necessary changes on PDCP for support of PDCP duplication. In this paper, the discussion part was updated according to the latest conclusion achieved in the RAN2#101.
2
Discussion
2.1 The PDCP modelling for duplication

When to submit the PDCP PDU to the RLC entities
In legacy DC, there is only a single PDCP entity with a single set of functions. And the functions of routing and reordering are extended to the DC case. In the transmission side, the data is processed by the order of sequence numbering, header compression, integrity protection, ciphering and routing. And in the reception side, the data is processed by the order of remove PDCP header, deciphering, integrity verification, reordering, header decompression and duplicate discarding. 
The overall view of data process is depicted in Annex. When packet duplication is not activated, it is up to UE implementation when to submit PDCP PDUs to lower layers. In DC, in some implementations, PDCP PDUs are submitted to lower layers for pre-processing without waiting for the notification from lower layers (i.e. UL grant); while in some implementations, PDCP PDUs are submitted to lower layers only upon notification from lower layers. Although in LTE DC, it specified that PDCP PDUs are submitted to lower layers only upon notification from lower layers. However, in the duplication scenario, it is not necessary due to the clear PDCP volume split ratio. It is proposed to apply the same principle for packet duplication case. Specification changes are not needed given that the same principle is applied.

In addition to this, there is another question raised whether it is mandatory for PDCP to submit the two packets to both RLC legs at the same time. And the different answers for this question will lead to different UE handling of the duplicated data discard: just performing the discard on the RLC entities, or performing the discard on both PDCP and RLC entities. That is, whether we need specify whether PDCP PDU duplicates stored in the PDCP. After the hot discussion in NR, the conclusion is the duplication is done at the time of submission. When to submit the PDCP PDU is up to UE implementation.  The PDCP modelling assumes that the submission to different RLC entity is done at the same time and a single PDCP data volume. 
Proposal1: the duplication is done at the time of submission. When to submit the PDCP PDU is up to UE implementation. The PDCP modelling assumes that the submission to different RLC entity is done at the same time and a single PDCP data volume..
The routing function for packet duplication.
In legacy DC, routing function acts based on the configuration of ul-DataSplitThreshold and/or ul-DataSplitDRB-ViaSCG, i.e. either deliver PDCP packets to MCG and SCG or deliver to one CG. Different from the routing function in legacy DC, for duplication operation, PDCP shall always deliver the original packets and the duplicated packets to two RLC entities. That means the routing function always acts to deliver PDCP packets to two RLC entities in duplication operation.

Proposal2: The routing function always acts to deliver PDCP packets to two RLC entities in duplication operation.

Additionally, legacy DC only supports DRB split therefore routing function is only used for DRBs. For duplication operation, SRBs duplication is agreed to be supported. Then routing function should be used for SRBs too.

Proposal3: The routing function is used for SRBs in duplication operation.

The reordering function for packet duplication
In legacy LTE and non-DC case, reordering function is only used for DRBs mapped on RLC AM in re-establishment procedure as the packets mapped on RLC AM are maintained in re-establishment procedure and will be transmitted again when the connection is recovered. However, for remaining RLC UM packets, due to the latency restriction they will be discarded. Then based on the RLC in-order delivery, there is no out of order packets arriving to PDCP. That is the reordering function is useless. As in DC case, only RLC AM is supported, legacy reordering function can be reused. For PDCP duplication, it has been agreed to support RLC UM. Considering the packets in PDCP are from two legs and out of order is easy to happen. Therefore reordering function should be introduced for DRBs mapped on RLC UM.
Besides, reordering function should be used for SRBs in duplication operation as SRB duplication is supported. After reordering and header decompression operations, generally, duplication detection acts. Similar to reordering function and routing function, duplication detection should also be used for SRBs in duplication operation.

Proposal4: Reordering function is introduced for DRBs mapped on RLC UM for PDCP duplication operation.

Proposal5: Reordering function and duplicate detection is supported for SRBs in duplication operation.
Currently RAN2 has agreed the PDCP Control PDU is submitted to the primary RLC entity (i.e. control PDUs are not duplicated) in NR [3]. The same agreement can be applied to LTE.
	Agreements in RAN2#101

=>
The PDCP Control PDU is submitted to the primary RLC entity (i.e. control PDUs are not duplicated).


Proposal 6: Packet duplication is not applicable to PDCP control PDU.
2.2 PDCP operation upon duplication activation

When packet duplication is activated, it is natural that PDCP PDUs not submitted to lower layers and newly received PDCP SDUs will be duplicated. One question is whether to duplicate the PDCP PDUs submitted to lower layers but not yet transmitted. In our understanding, when PDCP PDUs are submitted to lower layers, the PDCP only takes the corresponding PDCP SDUs and SNs into memory. If PDCP duplicates these PDUs, PDCP either acquires the delivered PDCP PDUs from lower layers or re-generates these PDUs from SDUs, which will introduce additional complexity. The other aspect is that there is very limited number of PDUs having been submitted to lower layers for the typical use cases of packet duplication. Typically, packet duplication is used for URLLC and SRB. Given that user plane latency requirement is 1ms for URLLC, there will be very limited number of PDUs in the transmitter buffer. Therefore it should not be difficult to meet the delay/reliability requirement for those pre-processed PDUs during the short transition period after the activation of duplication. Typically SRB is not transmitted frequently and SRB has higher priority over DRB. Therefore there is also very limited number of PDCP PDUs for SRB submitted to lower layers. In summary, there is no need to duplicate PDCP PDUs having been submitted to lower layers upon packet duplication activation.

Proposal 7: Upon packet duplication activation, only PDCP SDUs/PDUs not submitted to lower layers are duplicated.
3
Conclusions
In this paper, we analysis the impacts on PDCP layer for PDCP duplication operation, and we get the following proposals:
Proposal1: the duplication is done at the time of submission. When to submit the PDCP PDU is up to UE implementation. The PDCP modelling assumes that the submission to different RLC entity is done at the same time and a single PDCP data volume.
Proposal2: The routing function always acts to deliver PDCP packets to two RLC entities in duplication operation.
Proposal3: The routing function is used for SRBs in duplication operation.
Proposal4: Reordering function is introduced for DRBs mapped on RLC UM for PDCP duplication operation.

Proposal5: Reordering function and duplicate detection is supported for SRBs in duplication operation.
Proposal6: Packet duplication is not applicable to PDCP control PDU.
Proposal7: Upon packet duplication activation, only PDCP SDUs/PDUs not submitted to lower layers are duplicated.
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Annex
In legacy LTE, PDCP supports the following functions as specified in TS 36.323:

a) header compression  and decompression of IP data flows using the ROHC protocol;

b) transfer of data (user plane or control plane);

c) maintenance of PDCP SNs;

d) in-sequence delivery of upper layer PDUs at re-establishment of lower layers;

e) duplicate elimination of lower layer SDUs at re-establishment of lower layers for radio bearers mapped on RLC AM;

f) ciphering and deciphering of user plane data and control plane data;

g) integrity protection and integrity verification of control plane data;

h) integrity protection and integrity verification of sidelink one-to-one communication data;

i) for RNs, integrity protection and integrity verification of user plane data;

j) timer based discard;

k) duplicate discarding;

l) for split and LWA bearers, routing and reordering.

The overall view of PDCP process is depicted below.
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Figure 4.2.2.1 - PDCP layer, functional view
_1520670710.vsd

