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1 Introduction

This contribution discusses to confirm whether a QoS flow(s) can be added to or released from an existing DRB by RRC without releasing and adding the DRB.
2 Discussion
QoS flow to DRB mapping is specified as follows:

	5.3
QoS flow to DRB mapping

5.3.1
Configuration

When RRC [3] configures an UL QoS flow to DRB mapping rule for an SDAP entity, the SDAP entity shall:

-
store the UL QoS flow to DRB mapping rule.
….
5.3.2
Reflective mapping

5.3.3
DRB release

When a DRB is released, the SDAP entity shall:

-
remove all QoS flow to DRB mappings associated with the released DRB. 


However it is unclear whether a new QoS flow(s) can be added to, or a QoS flow can be released from an existing DRB by RRC without release/add the DRB. We see it would be possible because adding or releasing QoS flow only require change of stored mapping rule and doesn’t affect ongoing data transfer through the DRB as long as SDAP header configuration is unchanged.
Observation: Adding/releasing QoS flow to/from an existing DRB by RRC without releasing/adding the DRB would be possible as long as SDAP header configuration is unchanged.
Therefore we propose that RAN2 confirm QoS flow(s) can be added to an existing DRB by RRC if SDAP header configuration is not affected.
Proposal: RAN2 should confirm that QoS flow(s) can be added to an existing DRB by RRC if SDAP header configuration is not affected.
3 Conclusions

We have the following observation and proposal:
Observation: Adding/releasing QoS flow to/from an existing DRB by RRC without releasing/adding the DRB would be possible as long as SDAP header configuration is unchanged.
Proposal: RAN2 should confirm that QoS flow(s) can be added to an existing DRB by RRC if SDAP header configuration is not affected.
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