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5.1.3
Physical downlink control channels

The downlink control signalling (PDCCH) is located in the first n OFDM symbols where n ( 4 and consists of:

-
Transport format and resource allocation related to DL-SCH and PCH, and hybrid ARQ information related to DL-SCH;

-
Transport format, resource allocation, and hybrid-ARQ information related to UL-SCH;

-
Resource allocation information related to SL-SCH and PSCCH.

Transmission of control signalling from these groups is mutually independent.

Multiple physical downlink control channels are supported and a UE monitors a set of control channels.

Control channels are formed by aggregation of control channel elements, each control channel element consisting of a set of resource elements. Different code rates for the control channels are realized by aggregating different numbers of control channel elements.

QPSK modulation is used for all control channels. 

Each separate control channel has its own set of x-RNTI.

There is an implicit relation between the uplink resources used for dynamically scheduled data transmission, or the DL control channel used for assignment, and the downlink ACK/NAK resource used for feedback.

The physical layer supports R-PDCCH for the relay.

The enhanced physical downlink control channel (EPDCCH) carries UE-specific signalling. It is located in UE-specifically configured physical resource blocks and consists of:

-
Transport format, resource allocation, and hybrid ARQ information related to DL-SCH;

-
Transport format, resource allocation, and hybrid-ARQ information related to UL-SCH;

-
Resource allocation information related to SL-SCH and PSCCH.

Multiple EPDCCHs are supported and a UE monitors a set of EPDCCHs.

EPDCCHs are formed by aggregation of enhanced control channel elements, each enhanced control channel element consisting of a set of resource elements. Different code rates for EPDCCHs are realized by aggregating different numbers of enhanced control channel elements. An EPDCCH can use either localized or distributed transmission, differing in the mapping of enhanced control channel elements to the resource elements in the PRBs.

EPDCCH supports C-RNTI and SPS C-RNTI and SL-RNTI and SRS-TPC-RNTI. If configured, EPDCCH is applicable in the same way as PDCCH unless otherwise specified.

The MTC physical downlink control channel (MPDCCH) is used for bandwidth-reduced operation and carries common and UE-specific signalling.

Multiple MPDCCHs are supported and a UE monitors a set of MPDCCHs.

MPDCCHs are formed by aggregation of enhanced control channel elements, each enhanced control channel element consisting of a set of resource elements. Different code rates for MPDCCHs are realized by aggregating different numbers of enhanced control channel elements. An MPDCCH can use either localized or distributed transmission, differing in the mapping of enhanced control channel elements to the resource elements in the PRBs.

MPDCCH supports RA-RNTI, P-RNTI, C-RNTI, Temporary C-RNTI, SPS C-RNTI, SC-RNTI and G-RNTI.

For NB-IoT, the narrowband physical downlink control channel (NPDCCH) is located in available symbols of configured subframes. Within a PRB pair, two control channel elements are defined, with each control channel element composed of resources within a subframe. NPDCCH supports aggregations of 1 and 2 control channel elements and repetition. NPDCCH supports C-RNTI, Temporary C-RNTI, P-RNTI, RA-RNTI, SC-RNTI, and G-RNTI.
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