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1 Introduction

Though the specifications have some information on what SRB3 can be used for, it will be useful to add more clarity on this by further extending the text in section 5.3.5.1 of TS38.331.
2 Discussion

The RRC messages that can be carried on SRB3 are clearly indicated in section 7.5 of TS37.340. However, it is not clear which IEs in the messages are allowed. The text in section 7.5 of TS37.340 provides a clarification that the allowed messages on SRB3 can only be used for procedures where MN is not involved. It will be useful to add more clarity on what SRB3 can be used for, by further extending the text in section 5.3.5.1 of TS38.331.
Observation 1: SRB3 cannot be used for procedures involving master node (MN) as indicated in Section 7.5 of TS 37.340.
Further, it is agreed in RAN2[1,2] that the master node (MN) handles addition and release of all secondary node (SN) terminated data radio bearers (DRBs) and SRB3 (see below):

In RAN2#99 Berlin meeting, RAN2 agreed:
Agreements

-
For LTE lower layers (RLC, LCH), reuse LTE DRB-AddModd structure

-
For bearers using NR PDCP, aim to capture UE behaviour in NR specification

-
Bearer structure is following for bearers using NR PDCP:

-
We will introduce a new RadioBearerConfig IE in NR spec which is covering all bearers using NR PDCP

-
MeNB is still deciding DRB ID but this is signalled to the SeNB and used as ”anchor point” to link lower layers and higher layers
FFS details of security parameters

-
Bearer handling is captured in NR specification.

Working assumption: there are 2 transparent containers including radio bearer configuration lists (including PDCP-ConfigNR, DRB ID, EPS ID per bearer). 

Besides, in RAN2#99bis Prague meeting, RAN2 agreed:
Agreements

1: MN provides an indication in the LTE RRCConnectionReconfiguration message to release the SCG configuration (e.g. SCellGroupRelease) to the UE

2: The UE needs to be explicitly signalled per SCG bearer in a Radio Bearer Configuration container whether SCG (split) bearer is released or changed to MCG bearer.

3: MN populates the radio bearer configuration to release the SCG bearer or change SCG bearer to MCG bearer.
Observation 2: The agreements in RAN2 are that the master node (MN) handles addition and release of all secondary node (SN) terminated data radio bearers (DRBs) and SRB3. 
The proposal is to add further text in Section 5.3.5.1 of TS38.331 that explicitly rules out addition and release of SN-terminated bearers over SRB3. 
Proposal: Adopt text proposal in Annex that explicitly clarifies that the RadioBearerConfig IE in RRCReconfiguration message sent over SRB3 can be used to modify SRB3 or SN-terminated DRBs only. This means that SRB3 cannot be used for addition or release of SN-terminated bearers.
3 Summary
Observation 1: SRB3 cannot be used for procedures involving master node (MN) as indicated in Section 7.5 of TS 37.340.
Observation 2: The agreements in RAN2 are that the master node (MN) handles addition and release of all secondary node (SN) terminated data radio bearers (DRBs) and SRB3. 

Proposal: Adopt text proposal in Annex that explicitly clarifies that the RadioBearerConfig IE in RRCReconfiguration message sent over SRB3 can be used to modify SRB3 or SN-terminated DRBs only. This means that SRB3 cannot be used for addition or release of SN-terminated bearers.
4 References
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Annex – TP of the proposed change
The text proposal is provided below.

	Start of 1st change


5.3.5
RRC reconfiguration

Editor’s Note: FFS Check terminology (“RAN may …” or “Network may …”). Update figures accordingly. 

5.3.5.1
General
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Figure 5.3.5.1-1: RRC reconfiguration, successful
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Figure 5.3.5.1-2: RRC reconfiguration, failure

The purpose of this procedure is to modify an RRC connection, e.g. to establish/ modify/ release RBs, to perform handover, to setup/ modify/ release measurements, to add/ modify/ release SCells and cell groups. As part of the procedure, NAS dedicated information may be transferred from RAN to the UE.

In EN-DC, SRB3 can be used for measurement configuration and reporting, to (re-)configure MAC, RLC, physical layer, RLF timers and constants  of the SCG configuration and to reconfigure PDCP for SN-terminated DRBs or SRB3, provided that the (re-)configuration does not involve a change of the MCG configuration.
<<unchanged sections skipped>>
	End of changes
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