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1. Overall Description:

In the scope of SA2’s feature “Authorization of use of Coverage Enhancement” (TS 23.401 CR#3135r4), RAN3 introduced the Enhanced Coverage Restricted IE to S1AP messages for connected mode (TS 36.413 CR#1506).
It is RAN3’s understanding that if the UE is CE restricted, the eNB should not page the UE in MPDCCH. In order to convey the restriction information from the MME to the eNB during paging, it seems that SA2 foresaw a different approach based on presence of Information for Enhanced Coverage. However, according to RAN3’s specification the eNB may receive two related IEs within the S1-AP PAGING message, specifically:

· The UE Radio Capability for Paging IE, which is transparently relayed by the MME and may contain information on UE support of CE modes (or otherwise)

· The Assistance Data for CE Capable UEs IE, which contains information on the CE level and last serving cell as reported by the previously serving eNB.
RAN3 would like to confirm with SA2, if SA2 uses the presence of the Assistance Data for CE Capable UEs IE to indicate if the UE is CE mode restricted or not. If so, RAN3 would like to make SA2 aware that in many scenarios the Assistance data for CE Capable UEs IE may not be available according to RAN specification. For the case where both IEs are absent, please refer to “Reply LS on Paging failures for CE Capable UEs” (R3-175045).
In order to convey the CE restriction information from the MME to the eNB during paging, RAN3 therefore plans to add the Enhanced Coverage Restricted IE also to the S1AP PAGING message. The eNB will not page the UE in MPDCCH if this IE is received, assuming that the MME will only include this IE for UEs not using CE resources when camping in idle mode (i.e. the operator has restricted CE for the UE, and the MME is aware that the UE supports the CE restriction).
2. Actions:

To SA2: 
RAN3 kindly requests SA2 to confirm RAN3’s understanding and assumption, and if correct, verify whether any clarifications are needed in SA2 specifications.
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