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1 Introduction
In this contribution we provide our views on some of the remaining details of DM-RS design such as DM-RS sequence generation, DM-RS sequence mapping to PRB blocks, DM-RS antenna port indication for the UE and support of power boosting on DM-RS signals.
2 Discussion

DM-RS sequence generation and mapping 
In LTE DM-RS sequence is generated using Gold sequence of length 31. The generated sequence is is first obtained assuming the maximum number of PRBs denoted as 
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 the appropriate portion of the sequence is extracted and modulated using QPSK. 

It should be noted that the actual sequence used for modulation of DM-RS depends on the actual system BW assumption at the UE and for NR this assumption, in general case, may not be known to the UE. As the results the UE operating under different assumptions on the actual system bandwidth and assigned on the same PRB block in the physical domain will use different sequences for modulation of DM-RS. As the result the orthogonal DM-RS antenna port multiplexing will not possible in case FD/TD-OCC or CS multiplexing are considered. Figure 1 illustrates the problem in more details.
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Figure 1: Illustration of the PN sequence mapping to different PRB for UE-specific RS

Moreover, LTE base approach for DM-RS sequence generation is not future proof as it assumes the sequence length generated for the maximum system bandwidth supported by the current release. If the new maximum number of PRBs are introduced for NR in the next releases, the LTE based approach for DM-RS sequence generation could not be used. 

Based on the discussion above, for DM-RS sequence generation in NR we propose to define the following requirements:
Proposal:

· DM-RS sequence mapping in NR should support nested structure, so that UEs operating under different assumptions on the actual system bandwidth would use the same part of the PN sequence to modulate DM-RS

· Sequence generation framework should not be limited by maximum number of PRBs in the current NR release and should be easily extended for the new maximum value of PRBs 
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 without affecting nested property of the DM-RS sequence mapping
DM-RS sequence generation should also consider multi-point scenarios with dynamic TRP switching of the PDSCH transmission and PUSCH reception. To facilitate flexible pairing of the UEs served by different TRPs, at least two VCIDs configurations with dynamic indication of the actual VCID for the DM-RS sequence generation should be supported in NR. The indication of the actual VCID value for DM-RS modulation can be supported by PQI bits.

In addition, for the scenarios, where RRC configuration of VCIDs is not available (e.g. SIB1 transmission, RRC reconfiguration), the default assumption on VCID for DM-RS sequence generation should be defined by specification. In particular we propose to use PCID and SS block index detected by the UE to derive default VCID value for DM-RS sequence generation for the DL and UL. 
Proposal:

· NR supports configuration of two or more VCIDs with dynamic indication of actual VCID for DM-RS sequence generation by using PQI bits for both DL and UL, where one VCID is configured with default value based on the detected PCID  and SS block time index

Control signalling for DM-RS antenna port indication
In [1], it was observed that the maximum number of MIMO layers at TRP required for MU-MIMO operation depends on the various factors such as the maximum number of TXRUs employed at the TRP, traffic loading, coverage area of TRP, scheduling scheme, etc. It was also observed that the probability of using 12 or more DM-RS antenna ports at TRP is not very high and beneficial only for the specific scenario of MU-MIMO transmission from TRP with very large number of TXRUs and in the presence of very high traffic load. 

It should be noted that support of DM-RS antenna port indication for the UE from the larger set of orthogonal DM-RS antenna ports, e.g. 12, would require provision in DCI of very large number bits. However, in most of the cases, not all of the supported in DCI DM-RS antenna port combinations would be used in the practice. In this case support of DM-RS antenna port indication always assuming the maximum of 12 DM-RS antenna ports in MU-MIMO is not desirable and some overhead reduction scheme in the downlink control signalling should be considered for NR.
For example, the number of bits used for the DM-RS antenna port indication can be reduced by considering multiple values of the total orthogonal DM-RS antenna ports in MU-MIMO, e.g. maximum of N = 4, 8 and 12, where the actual value of N can be indicated to the UE using higher layer signalling. As a special case, UE may be configured with N = 0 to support DM-RS antenna port indication for SU-MIMO with minimum DCI signalling overhead. Summarizing discussion above the following proposals can be made:

Proposal:

· Control signalling for DM-RS antenna port indication in MU-MIMO should support multiple values for the maximum number of orthogonal DM-RS antenna ports, e.g. N = {0, 4, 8, 12}, where 0 corresponds to the special case of DM-RS antenna port indication supporting SU-MIMO only. The maximum number of DM-RS antenna ports N in MU-MIMO, can be indicated to the UE using RRC signalling
DM-RS power boosting 
Relatively small density of DM-RS REs per OFDM symbol, supported by some DM-RS patterns, offers use of the UE transparent power sharing between DM-RS and PDSCH in case QPSK modulation is applied. Such power sharing is required to improve the channel estimation performance for low SINR UEs, where the channel estimation becomes performance bottleneck. In this case larger channel estimation processing gain is required to improve the overall performance. 
Comparing to additional DM-RS pattern design supporting higher density of DM-RS REs for the UEs operating in such low SINR regime, DM-RS power boosting approach of increasing channel estimation gain is more efficient as it relies on the same DM-RS pattern. Moreover fully transparent to the UE (i.e. doesn’t requires any signalling to the UE due to use of QPSK) power boosting on DM-RS allows soft balancing between channel estimation and PDSCH processing efficiency for the UE. The performance improvement offered by such flexible power control is analysed in [2] and showed to be efficient for NR. 
Figure 2 shows the examples of power sharing between DM-RS REs and PDSCH REs. It can be seen that for DM-RS patterns with small density of DM-RS REs in each OFDM symbol, power boosting on DM-RS REs doesn’t significantly reduce the power on PDSCH REs, therefore, minimizing power fluctuations across OFDM symbols with an without DM-RS.
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Figure 2: Illustration of flexible and UE transparent power sharing between DM-RS and PDSCH REs
Proposal:

· Downlink DM-RS supports power boosting without signalling assistance to the UE for PDSCH scheduled with QPSK modulation
3 Summary

In this contribution we provide ore view on some of the remaining details of DM-RS design, focusing on the aspects of DM-RS sequence generation and DM-RS sequence mapping to PRB blocks, DM-RS antenna port indication for the UE and support of power boosting on DM-RS signals.

· DM-RS sequence mapping in NR should support nested structure, so that UEs operating under different assumptions on the actual system bandwidth would use the same part of the PN sequence to modulate DM-RS

· Sequence generation framework should not be limited by maximum number of PRBs in the current release and should be easily extended for the new maximum value of PRBs 
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 without affecting nested property of the DM-RS sequence mapping
· NR supports configuration of two or more VCIDs with dynamic indication of actual VCID for DM-RS sequence generation by using PQI bits for both DL and UL, where one VCID is configured with default value based on the detected PCID and SS block time index
· Control signalling for DM-RS antenna port indication in MU-MIMO should support multiple values for the maximum number of orthogonal DM-RS antenna ports, e.g. N = {0, 4, 8, 12}, where 0 corresponds to the special case of DM-RS antenna port indication supporting SU-MIMO only. The maximum number of DM-RS antenna ports N in MU-MIMO, can be indicated to the UE using RRC signalling
· Downlink DM-RS supports power boosting without signalling assistance to the UE for PDSCH scheduled with QPSK modulation
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