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1	Introduction
In the work item description (WID) for NR positioning, one of the RAN1 objectives is to identify DL and UL reference signals for RAT dependent positioning techniques. The WID further elaborates on the NR positioning reference signal as signals that are either already supported by NR or new signal that needs to be defined for NR positioning.
In this contribution, we present our view on reference signal that is already supported by NR and can also be used for positioning purposes. We present our view on using CSI-RS (TRS) also for positioning and its possible extensions for improved positioning accuracy in NR.
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]2	Reusing the TRS for positioning purposes
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[bookmark: _Ref528570272]Figure 1 Time-frequency pattern for the CSI-RS for tracking also referred to as the TRS.
The configuration of the CSI-RS for tracking, also referred to as the TRS (Tracking Reference signal) is described in section 5.1.6.1.1 on CSI-RS for tracking in TS 38.214 [2] and in section 7.4.1.5 on CSI reference signals in TS 38.211 [3].The TRS is RRC configured as resource set by NZP-CSI-RS-ResourceSet configured with higher layer parameter trs-Info. The NZP CSI-RS resource set consists of two or four CSI-RS resources each consisting of one single symbol. The time frequency pattern of the TRS is visualized in Figure 1. The TRS is transmitted in periodic bursts that are one or two slots long. The periodicity is 10ms, 20ms, 40ms or 80ms and the position of the bursts in time is configurable with a slot offset with 1 slot granularity. The TRS has a comb-4 pattern in frequency, which can be frequency shifted across base stations. This allows received base station’s signals to be orthogonal. For additional interference immunity it is possible to shift the symbol pattern of the TRS in time within a slot or by utilizing different slot offsets for the TRS bursts. The TRS is scrambled with a 31-bit Gold sequence. 
1. [bookmark: _Toc532223453][bookmark: _Toc528937753][bookmark: _Toc528933408][bookmark: _Toc534992054][bookmark: _Toc534992615][bookmark: _Toc534993081][bookmark: _Toc535002591][bookmark: _Toc1164789][bookmark: _Toc5008698]The resource allocation scheme of the TRS allows orthogonal transmission from neighboring base stations utilizing both frequency and time multiplexing. Simultaneously, the use of Gold codes provides additional interference immunity.
For a given UE the TRS shall be configured to be larger than or equal to 50RB (up to the full system bandwidth) or equal to the UE BWP. In practice the bandwidth of the CSI-RS for tracking transmitted in a cell and shared among UE’s with different BWPs is therefore between 50RB and the full system bandwidth.
1. [bookmark: _Toc532223454][bookmark: _Toc528937754][bookmark: _Toc528933409][bookmark: _Toc534992055][bookmark: _Toc534992616][bookmark: _Toc534993082][bookmark: _Toc535002592][bookmark: _Toc1164790][bookmark: _Toc5008699]The bandwidth of the TRS is configurable up to the full system bandwidth.
As mentioned earlier, the TRS is UE-specifically configured. It can, however, be configured in an identical way for all connected UE’s in a cell. This means that all connected UE’s in a cell may share the same transmitted TRS, allowing a highly efficient use of reference signal in terms of overhead. Such a TRS would always be transmitted as long as there is at least one connected UE in the cell. Clearly, it is natural to try to utilize such an almost always on signal, designed for fine time tracking, also for positioning purposes. 
In Rel. 15 the TRS is only used for fine frequency and time tracking and the UE is only utilizing the TRS transmitted from its serving cell. For positioning the UE needs to utilize also the TRS transmitted from other cells. In order to accomplish that the location server would configure UEs with a number of positioning reference signals with identical properties (utilized time-frequency resources, scrambling sequence etc.) as the TRS’s transmitted from the transmission points to be used by the UE for positioning. The TRS in a cell would then need to be transmitted as long as there is at least one connected UE in the cell or at least one UE configured to utilize the TRS for positioning. The TRS is typically transmitted for fine tracking purposes with a periodicity of 10 ms, 20ms, 40ms, or 80 ms. If positioning would work sufficiently well with a longer periodicity than what is used for fine tracking purposes the location server could configure UEs with a positioning signal with identical properties as the TRS except that it would have a period that would be a multiple of the TRS period. Then, only a fraction of the TRS bursts can be used for positioning, but energy can be saved by reducing the number of TRS bursts transmitted when there is no connected UE in a cell.
In comparison with the SS-block we note that the TRS has better orthogonality properties and a larger bandwidth. We also note that the TRS utilizes more subcarriers per symbol than PSS/PBCH DMRS/SSS+PBCH DMRS/PBCH DMRS in the four symbols of the SS-block. Clearly the CSI-RS for tracking is superior for positioning purposes.
A key factor for the coverage of a positioning reference signal is the average number of symbols used per time unit for the signal, since that together with the output power of the gNB and the symbol length gives the average power utilized for the positioning reference signal. For the TRS the number of symbols per time is given by  where TTRS is the TRS burst periodicity and NTRS is the burst length which can be one or two slots. For comparison, the number of symbols per time for the LTE PRS is  where TPRS is the PRS periodicity and NPRS is the PRS duration which can be 1, 2, 4 or 6 LTE subframes. We note that a 2 slot TRS with 20ms periodicity utilize four times as many symbols per time unit as a PRS with 160ms periodicity and 1 subframe duration.
The considered configurations are given in Table 1 for FR1 and in Table 2 for FR2. At high frequencies the TRS will typically be beamformed and we consequently propose a configuration with multiple beams for FR2. One may note that the use of beams gives additional information on Angle of Departure (AoD) that can be of used for positioning.
1. [bookmark: _Toc532223455][bookmark: _Toc528937755][bookmark: _Toc528933410][bookmark: _Toc534992056][bookmark: _Toc534992617][bookmark: _Toc534993083][bookmark: _Toc535002593][bookmark: _Toc1164791][bookmark: _Toc5008700]The transmission of the TRS in multiple beams gives additional information on Angle of Departure (AoD) that can be utilized for positioning purposes.
Since the TRS is a comb-4 signal, the power can be concentrated to the TRS resource elements, enabling a 6 dB power boosting. As mentioned in section 3.1.4, comb 4 has a limited unaliased TOA estimation range (compared to comb-1). However, with inter-site distances as stated in the scenarios of interest,  the limitation still allows to measure TOA for UMa, UMi and indoor scenarios for cells up to 3 ISDs away from the serving cell. Therefore, the comb-4 structure should not be seen as a limiting factor for the effective range of the TOA/positioning estimation. 
1. [bookmark: _Toc532223456][bookmark: _Toc528937756][bookmark: _Toc528933411][bookmark: _Toc534992057][bookmark: _Toc534992618][bookmark: _Toc534993084][bookmark: _Toc535002594][bookmark: _Toc1164792][bookmark: _Toc5008701]The comb-4 structure of TRS enables a 6 dB power boosting if the power is concentrated to the TRS resource elements.
Note that a TRS doesn’t utilize all symbols in a slot. The remaining symbols would be used for data transmission and communication related control signaling and/or for the transmission of multiple extended TRSs within one slot. In particular for FR2, it may be effective to send multiple beamformed TRSs within one slot.

The TRS has been evaluated in system simulations in Scenario 3 with FR1 showing that it is capable of meeting the E911 regulatory requirements for horizontal positioning accuracy in that scenario. Moreover, link level results also show a promising technology potential for accurate positioning in sub-meter level. For further details, see [4]. Clearly the TRS is suitable for positioning purposes and we propose to use the TRS for a service level requirement including E911 or similar accuracy requirement. 
Transmitting TRS in multiple cells, potentially different from the UE serving cell, will require that the network coordinates between cells to create an orthogonal set of TRS configurations across the set of cells involved in the positioning measurement 
[bookmark: _Toc528933425]Table 1. Example configurations for the TRS (CSI-RS for tracking) in FR1
	TRS bandwidths
	 System Bandwidth 

	Comb factor
	4

	Subcarrier offset
	0,1,2 or 3.

	Symbol positions in a burst of the CSI-RS for tracking
	 (4,8), (5,9) or (6,10)

	TRS burst Slot offset  within the TRS periodicity
	Alt. 1. Same in all cells
Alt.2, Different in all cells (corresponding to ideal muting in LTE PRS simulations)

	Number of CSI-RS for tracking configured in each cell (i.e. number of beams).
	1

	Periodicity
	Flexible in the set {20, 40, 80, 160} ms

	Burst length
	Two slots

	Sequence
	Gold sequence according to NR specification for CSI-RS

	Power boosting of TRS REs
	6 dB



[bookmark: _Hlk525887939]Table 2 Example configurations for the CSI-RS for tracking in FR2
	Bandwidth
	 System Bandwidth.

	Comb factor
	4

	Subcarrier offset
	0,1,2 or 3.

	Symbol positions in a CSI-RS burst
	four different symbol positions.

	Slot offset
	Alternative 1: three different slot offsets {Allowing 12 beams + reuse 4 in combination with subcarrier offset and symbol positions}
Alternative 2: six different slot offsets {Allowing 12 beams + reuse 8 in combination with subcarrier offset and symbol positions}
Alternative 3: twelve different slot offsets {Allowing 12 beams + reuse 12 in combination with subcarrier offset and symbol positions}
Alternative 4: Different in all cells (corresponding to ideal muting in LTE PRS simulation)

	Number of CSI-RS for tracking configured in one cell (i.e. number of beams).
	12

	Periodicity
	Flexible in the set {20, 40, 80, 160} ms

	Burst length
	One slot

	Sequence
	Gold sequence according to NR specification for CSI-RS

	Power boosting of TRS REs
	6 dB



3	Extensions of the TRS for improved positioning
If the TRS doesn’t give sufficiently good positioning accuracy one could augment the TRS with additional time frequency resources. The location server would then configure the UE with a number of positioning reference signals transmitted from different cells.

One simple example would be to add resources corresponding to an additional TRS shifted in time and frequency relative the base TRS as illustrated in Figure 2. This will add additional energy to the signal and enhances TOA estimation range to half of the full range. We note that 50% of the power and RE resources come from the base TRS that has to be transmitted for communication purposes, so the resource saving is substantial.

In Figure 3 another example is given where the extension takes the form of six additional TRSs shifted in time and frequency relative the base TRS. This will add even more additional energy to the signal and also give full range. We note that 25% of the power and RE resources come from the base TRS that has to be transmitted for communication purposes. The resource saving is thus smaller but still significant.

[bookmark: _Toc535002595][bookmark: _Toc1164793][bookmark: _Toc5008702]Extended TRS can increase TOA estimation accuracy and range compared to the basic TRS.
An extended TRS typically doesn’t utilize all symbols in a slot. The remaining symbols would be used for data transmission and communication related control signaling and/or for the transmission of multiple extended TRSs within one slot. In particular for FR2, it may be effective to send multiple beamformed extended TRSs within one slot.

1. [bookmark: _Toc532223457][bookmark: _Toc534992058][bookmark: _Toc534992619][bookmark: _Toc534993085][bookmark: _Toc535002596][bookmark: _Toc1164794][bookmark: _Toc5008703]Extended TRS can be setup within PDSCH traffic or in a slot dedicated to TRS and positioning signals.
Note that there is nothing that restricts extensions to have the same form as the TRS itself. Other patterns and sequences could very well be considered.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Ref534533982]Figure 2 Example of time-frequency pattern for an extended two slot TRS. Here the TRS REs are colored blue while the extension RE’s are colored pink. In this example the extension can be viewed as a second TRS, shifted in time and frequency relative to the base TRS.
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[bookmark: _Ref534535143]Figure 3 Example of time-frequency pattern for an extended two slot TRS. Here the TRS REs are colored blue while the extension RE’s are colored pink. In this example the extension can be viewed as six additional TRSs, shifted in time and frequency relative to the base TRS.

Conclusion
In the previous sections we made the following observations: 
Observation 1	The resource allocation scheme of the TRS allows orthogonal transmission from neighboring base stations utilizing both frequency and time multiplexing. Simultaneously, the use of Gold codes provides additional interference immunity.
Observation 2	The bandwidth of the TRS is configurable up to the full system bandwidth.
Observation 3	The transmission of the TRS in multiple beams gives additional information on Angle of Departure (AoD) that can be utilized for positioning purposes.
Observation 4	The comb-4 structure of TRS enables a 6 dB power boosting if the power is concentrated to the TRS resource elements.
Observation 5	Extended TRS can increase TOA estimation accuracy and range compared to the basic TRS.
Observation 6	Extended TRS can be setup within PDSCH traffic or in a slot dedicated to TRS and positioning signals.
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