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1. Introduction

According to the latest SID of Further enhancement on D2D [1], one major objective is to study  necessary LTE sidelink enhancements for the Layer 2 evolved UE-to-Network relay, which may lead to potential impacts on the relay discovery and connection setup procedure for existing Rel-13 UE-to-Network relay operations over LTE sidelink :
Study necessary LTE sidelink enhancements.

a. Introduce additional evaluation assumptions to the sidelink evaluation methodology defined in TR 36.843 focussing on analysis of wearable use cases [RAN1,RAN2].

b. Identify mechanisms to enable QoS, more efficient, reliable, and/or low complexity/cost & low energy sidelink [RAN1, RAN2, RAN4].

c. Study additional co-existence issues with adjacent carrier frequencies that may arise due to the new mechanisms identified [RAN4].

 In the Rel-13, RAN 1 was also discussed the UE-to-Network Relay association procedure during RAN1 #82 [2]. The following agreements were achieved:
Agreement:

· No RSRQ or other link quality measurement(s) is to be specified for PC5 link quality in Rel-13 D2D

· Support of RSRQ measurement for D2D link is not precluded in future releases 

Conclusion: no consensus in RAN1 on whether or not there is a benefit of using Uu link quality in relay selection.
UE-to-Network Relay topic in Further enhanced Device-to-Device study item was also discussed during RAN 1 #88 [3]. The following agreements were achieved: 

R1-1704014
Draft LS on text proposal for Section 5.2 of the TR 36.746

Agreed in R1-1704105 [4]
According to the above agreement and conclusion in  agreements in RAN #72 & RAN1 #88, we will focus on the discussion for some potential issues as well as RAN1 impacts for the relay discovery and connection setup procedures to UE-to-Network relay over LTE sidelink in this contribution.
2. Discussion 
In Rel-13 specifications, the procedures and messages related to relay discovery and connection setup are specified and defined in SA2 instead of RAN. As a result, all the messages related to relay discovery and connection are transparent to AS/ RAN. 

Observation 1: In Rel-13 UE-to-Network Relay, all the messages related to relay discovery and connection setup are transparent to AS/RAN.

In the following sections, we provide detailed analyses on the UE-to-Network Relay association procedure on FeD2D from physical layer perspective.  
2.1 Relay discovery procedures
In Rel-13, there are two Models defined by SA2 for relay discovery, i.e. Model A and Model B [4]. First, the remote UE has to find a relay UE close-by. This procedure is supported by UE-to-network relay 
· Model A: a relay UE periodically transmits discovery which includes relay UE ID. Other UEs in proximity can receive the discovery message and find the relay UE. 
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Figure 1 ProSe Direct Discovery with Model A
· Model B: a remote UE who wants to be relayed shall periodically transmit discovery. If there is relay UE in proximity and receive the discovery message, it will transmit discovery which includes relay UE ID to respond to the relay request. Therefore, the remote can find that there is a relay UE nearby. 
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Figure 2 ProSe Direct Discovery with Model B
Model A can be useful in the following cases.

· Case 1: a relay UE transmits discovery after being configured by eNB to be a relay UE. 

· Case 2: a relay UE transmits discovery per the eNB indication. For example, a remote UE in coverage is in pool link quality and lets its serving eNB know. The serving eNB can indicate a relay UE in the remote UE vicinity to transmit discovery so that the PC5 link between a relay UE and remote UE can be established. 

With Model B, the remote UE can transmit discovery to trigger a relay UE:  

· Case 1: When a remote UE wants to connect network but no cell available to camp on, it can transmit discovery asking for help from potential relay(s). 

· Case 2: if the RSRP measurement of a remote UE in coverage is below a threshold, it can transmit discovery to trigger help from relay(s) nearby. The link between the remote UE and a relay UE can be set up to avoid service interruption. Even when the UE moves outside of network, service can be kept continuous via relay UE.
Observation 2:  We need to think about the UE-to-Network Relay mechanisms to enable Qos, more efficient, reliable, and/or low complexity/cost & low energy sidelink.

Observation 3: Legacy relay discovery procedure in the L2 relay has strong compatibility with Rel-13 UE-to-Network Relay.
Proposal 1: RAN 1 should further study the detail of UE-to-Network Relay association procedure from physical layer perspective.
2.2 UE-to-network relay selection criterion

An appropriate relay UE needs to be selected for a relayed communication between a remote UE and eNB,. In this section, we discuss the UE-to-Network Relay association procedure from physical layer perspective.  

The end-to-end eNB to remote UE link performance depends on the performance of both hops:

•
The Uu link (eNB to relay UE)

•
The PC5 link (relay UE to remote UE)

Balanced link quality for both Uu link and PC5 link is expected, as a result, both links should be included in the metrics used for relay selection. 

Observation 4: Multiple remote UEs may be connected one /more relay, before the discovery procedure,  each multiple remote UEs and multiple relay should be synchronized . 
Proposal 2: The synchronization procedure for L2  UE-to-network relay should be for further study.  
Observation 5:  In Rel-13, RSRQ or other link quality measurement(s) is to be specified for PC5 link quality  is not precluded in future releases and no consensus whether or not there is a benefit of using Uu link quality in relay selection. 

Observation 6 : The Uu link measurement can be based on legacy measurement, such as RSRP/RSRQ. S-RSRP (sidelink-RSRP) can be a metric for PC5 link, which can be based on the DMRS of the discovery message.
Proposal 3: The criteria for relay selection and re-selection should be the same in order to have the consistency in criteria. Besides, for relay switching, the strict criteria should be considered to avoid that the relay switching is unnecessarily changed frequently by radio measuremen .
3. Conclusions
We provide the observation and proposals for some potential issues as well as RAN1 impacts for the relay discovery and connection setup procedures to UE-to-Network relay over LTE sidelink in this contribution., which are:
Observation 1: In Rel-13 UE-to-Network Relay, all the messages related to relay discovery and connection setup are transparent to AS/RAN.
Observation 2:  We need to think about the UE-to-Network Relay mechanisms to enable Qos, more efficient, reliable, and/or low complexity/cost & low energy sidelink.

Observation 3: Legacy relay discovery procedure in the L2 relay has strong compatibility with Rel-13 UE-to-Network Relay.

Proposal 1: After SA2 replies RAN 2’s LS which about any concerns if we use the same discovery procedure for Layer 2 relay.   Explain the difference between Rel-13 and Rel-14 relay.  Remind them what the maximum message side is now and ask them if there is a risk that this size is exceeded.  Based on the definition from RAN2 and SA2 , RAN 1 should further study the detail of UE-to-Network Relay association procedure from physical layer perspective.
Observation 4: Multiple remote UEs may be connected one /more relay, before the discovery procedure,  each multiple remote UEs and multiple relay should be synchronized . 

Proposal 2: The synchronization procedure for L2  UE-to-network relay should be for further study.  

Observation 5:  In Rel-13, RSRQ or other link quality measurement(s) is to be specified for PC5 link quality  is not precluded in future releases and no consensus whether or not there is a benefit of using Uu link quality in relay selection. 

Observation 6 : The Uu link measurement can be based on legacy measurement, such as RSRP/RSRQ. S-RSRP (sidelink-RSRP) can be a metric for PC5 link, which can be based on the DMRS of the discovery message.

Proposal 3: The criteria for relay selection and re-selection should be the same in order to have the consistency in criteria. Besides, for relay switching, the strict criteria should be considered to avoid that the relay switching is unnecessarily changed frequently by radio measuremen .
References

[1] RP-161303, "Further Enhancements LTE Device to Device, UE to Network Relays for IoT and Wearables", Qualcomm Incorporated, Intel, Huawei, HiSilicon, LG Electronic Inc.
[2] RAN2 Chairman’s Notes (final version) for 3GPP TSG RAN WG2 Meeting #96.

[3]  RAN1 Chairman’s Notes (final version) for 3GPP TSG RAN WG1 Meeting #88.

[4]  R1-1704105 ,” LS on text proposal for Section 5.2 of the TR 36.746 “, Intel  ,Feb. 2017 
_1528786628.doc


UE







-







2







(







monitoring







)







UE







-







3







(







monitoring







)







UE







-







4







(







monitoring







)







UE







-







5







(







monitoring







)







1







. 







Announcement 







message







UE







-







1







(







announcing







)







 












_1503676909.doc


UE







-







1







(







discoverer







)







UE







-







2







(







discoveree







)







UE







-







3







(







discoveree







)







UE







-







4







(







discoveree







)







UE







-







5







(







discoveree







)







2







a







. 







Response 







message







1







. 







Solicitation 







message







2







b







. 







Response 







message







 












