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1. Introduction
In RAN1#81, an offloading solution inspired by the multiflow feature was presented [1]. The solution was added to the NAICS TR as solution 3 [4]. In this paper, we provide our view on the proposed solution and highlight some of the benefits and challenges that it presents. 
2. Benefits and challenges of Multiflow-based offloading
In a system where the network and the UE support similar functionalities compared to ones that are available in multifow, offloading can be achieved. For example, by re-using one of the existing functionalities in the SF-DC multiflow configuration, the CQI reports for both the active and second best cell could be collected by the serving cell and transferred to the RNC which would be responsible for performing traffic switching based on the CQI reports. The network can use this information in order to choose whether to offload this UE by using an alternative solution (i.e., independent of the multiflow framework).The above means that neither the UE nor the network have to fully support/be configured with multiflow, since it would be enough to standardize specific multiflow-like functionalities for offloading purposes only (e.g., the CQI report method used for the multiflow SF-DC configuration). Finally, the network would have to have some communication with the UE to signal the second cell and to trigger offloading (e.g., a solution as described in [3]). 

Proposal 1: Neither the UE nor the network have to fully support/be configured with multiflow in order to offload a UE, as some of the basic multiflow principles may be re-used (i.e., CQI reporting in SF-DC configuration). 
Proposal 2: The network may use the multiflow capability of the UE to receive CQI reports from both the serving cell and the second best cell. 
The change of cell assignment is based on CQI reports for both cells, carried by the HS-DPCCH channel in the serving cell. The RNC is responsible for comparing both CQI and choose an appropriate cell. The impact of HS-DPCCH design is minimal since the existing format/channel mapping for HS-DPCCH with Multiflow SF-DC can be reused, reducing the legacy impact of the new solution.

As in [3], multiflow-based offloading implies measuring CQIs from at least two cells and reporting it to the RNC. This means that the UE listens to one downlink CPICHs in the serving and second best cell.
Observation 2: In order to enable multiflow-based offloading, the UE listens to one downlink CPICHs in the serving and second best cell.
3. Conclusion
This paper presented our view on the so-called multiflow-based offloading solution presented in RAN1#81.  The following observations and proposals are made: 
Observation 1: The network does not necessarily need to support multiflow to successfully offload a multiflow-enabled UE. The network can use the multiflow capability of the UE to receive CQI reports from both the serving cell and the second best cell. 
Observation 2: In order to enable multiflow-based offloading, the UE listens to two downlink CPICHs and monitors HS-SCCH from both the serving cell and assisting cell.  

Proposal 1: Neither the UE nor the network have to fully support/be configured with multiflow in order to offload a UE,  as some of the basic multiflow principles may be re-used (i.e., CQI reporting in SF-DC configuration). 

Proposal 2: The network may use the multiflow capability of the UE to receive CQI reports from both the serving cell and the second best cell. 
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