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1. Introduction
In RAN#65, a new study item on licensed-assisted access (LAA) using LTE on unlicensed spectrum [1] was approved. It is important to enable an LAA carrier to support fast on/off on the subframe or multi-subframe level to improve the efficiency. One critical issue to address for the support of fast on/off is the physical signals to support the functionalities such as cell detection, RRM measurement, time and frequency estimation, and CSI measurement. The following functionalities have been agreed for LAA in RAN1#79:
Agreements:
· Support at least the following functionalities in addition to the current LAA TR on the unlicensed band
· RRM measurement including cell identification
· AGC setting
· Coarse synchronization
· Fine frequency/time estimation for at least demodulation
· CSI measurement, including channel and interference
· Rel-12 DRS can be the starting point for at least RRM measurement including cell identification
In this contribution we discuss the various options to support some of these important functionalities. If short control signaling is allowed on the licensed carrier without LBT (e.g. in Europe), we can largely reuse the existing design by transmitting periodic RS. Therefore we focus the discussion mostly on the case where LBT is required before any transmission (e.g. likely in Japan), unless specified otherwise.

2. Cell Detection and RRM Measurement
Since LAA is always a secondary cell and aggregated with licensed cells, the UE does not need to support the RRM measurement on LAA carrier for handover purpose. However, RRM measurement is still necessary to determine the addition/release and activation/deactivation of a LAA SCell. It is especially important to support the RRM measurement for addition and activation, because release and deactivation may still be triggered by CSI measurement for active LAA SCells.
It has been agreed to use Rel-12 DRS as the starting point for LAA cell detection and RRM measurement. The issue with using Rel-12 DRS for LAA is that if LBT is required before transmitting DRS (e.g. likely in Japan), DRS cannot always be transmitted in the pre-configured subframes. It cannot be transmitted if the channel is sensed busy. We call this opportunistic periodic DRS, meaning that the periodic DRS is transmitted in the pre-configured subframes whenever the channel is sensed free. In this case, the UE may or may not be able to obtain the RRM measurement depending on whether it is transmitted or not.
If RRM measurement is done based on opportunistic periodic DRS signals, the first issue to be addressed is that the UE needs to be able to detect whether the RS signal is actually transmitted or not. This could be done e.g. based on PSS/SSS. It may require the UE behavior change, and new RAN4 requirements on RRM measurement would need to be defined. Secondly, this would cause some performance degradation because it may take a long time for the UE to obtain the RRM measurement if the RS signal cannot be transmitted due to busy channel. However, if the unlicensed channel is so busy, the performance loss should not be much even if the cell is not activated for the UE, because the UE would not get much serving opportunity anyway on a busy unlicensed carrier. So this approach can be considered as the baseline for RRM measurement. Additional enhancement can be discussed further.
Aperiodic DRS was proposed e.g. in [2][3], and it can be considered as one potential candidate for RRM measurement enhancement. It would require L1 signalling to the UE to indicate that the aperidoc DRS is transmitted on the cells to be measured. This can be easily done for the serving cells, and could also be done for the non-serving cells within the same eNB (which is the case for LAA) with more complicated signalling design. Note that this would be a new concept for the RRM measurement in the sense that it would introduce dynamic signalling for the non-serving cells for the first time.
However, it could consume non-negligible amount of overhead. LBT is performed before transmitting aperiodic DRS, so the L1 signaling for aperiodic DRS indication can only be sent after CCA (Clear Channel Assessment) succeeds. Assuming the L1 signalling is sent over PCell CSS, it can take up to about 1ms to wait to transmit L1 signalling after CCA success. Further some delay is necessary between the time when the UE receives the L1 signalling and the time when the DRS is actually sent, in order to give the UE sufficient time to decode the signalling and prepare for the RRM measurement on a non-configured or inactive carrier. So there would be non-negligible delay between the CCA success and the DRS transmission. In order to prevent any other nodes from occupying the channel in between, some reservation signal would need to be sent in this duration, causing additional overhead. This aspect should be evaluated further.
Another issue with using DRS pattern for RRM measurement in LAA is that there are blank OFDM symbols in between when DRS is sent by itself. Other nodes may sense the channel free in these empty OFDM symbols and start the transmission, causing mutual interference. Therefore the DRS pattern needs to be modified at least to occupy contiguous OFDM symbols.
Proposal 1: Opportunistically transmitted periodic RS is the baseline for RRM measurement in LAA. FFS additional enhancements.
Proposal 2: The RS pattern for RRM measurement should occupy contiguous non-blank OFDM symbols.

3. Fine Time and Frequency Estimation
Fine time and frequency estimation is necessary for PDSCH and (E)PDCCH (if supported on LAA carrier) demodulation for active UEs. In LTE DL so far, this has been done using time/frequency tracking based on CRS continuously. In the evaluation for the new carrier type WI, it was concluded that reduced CRS with the periodicity of 5ms can provide sufficient time and frequency tracking accuracy for bandwidth larger than 1.4MHz. When LBT is enforced, periodic RS signal can no longer be guaranteed, and new mechanism needs to be investigated.
There are mainly three categories of approaches to achieve fine time and frequency estimation in LAA:
· Opportunistic periodic RS and/or aperiodic RS
This approach largely follows the existing LTE DL mechanism and targets for continuous time/frequency tracking. The UE performs time and frequency tracking when periodic RS is opportunistically transmitted. If the accuracy is considered as not sufficient, aperiodic RS can be considered to enhance the accuracy. Whenever additional aperiodic RS is transmitted, the UE grabs the opportunity to perform the estimation.
One difficulty for opportunistic periodic RS is that the UE would need to blind detect if the RS is transmitted or not. Besides the additional UE complexity, this can be challenging especially given the unfavourable interference condition on the unlicensed carrier.  An alternative would be to also include a L1 signaling for periodic RS to indicate whether it is transmitted or not. But this essentially becomes the same as the aperiodic RS.
· Preamble before data transmission
Preamble can be transmitted before the actual data transmission to allow the UE to perform time/frequency estimation. This would be similar to Wi-Fi operation. This approach would require the preamble design with performance evaluation to ensure the accuracy.
· Opportunistic time and frequency estimation
By “opportunistic”, it means that the time and frequency estimation does not depend on any periodic signal, and it is done whenever the UE receives certain signals from the eNB. These signals could include e.g. the reservation signal, the RS when the eNB is transmitting, the DMRS and the data transmission when the UE is receiving a packet. Considering that the UE may not receive anything for a long time, a timer would be necessary for the eNB and the UE to determine whether the UE is out of sync or not. Naturally this approach may not perform as good as the other two approaches because fewer types of signals can be used for time/frequency estimation purpose. Nonetheless, a similar approach has been adopted for LTE UL and it has provided adequate performance. It may mean that a denser RS pattern may be needed to achieve the desired accuracy.
A combination of the above approaches is also possible.

4. CSI Measurement
In LTE, the CSI measurement has been performed based on CRS, or CSI-RS, or CSI-RS and CSI-IM, depending on the transmission mode.
As discussed in [4], TM9 or TM10 with a single CSI process (with necessary modifications) should be considered as the baseline TM for LAA. In this case, the CSI measurement is based on either CSI-RS alone, or CSI-RS and CSI-IM.
If LBT is not required before transmitting the short control signalling, CSI-RS can be periodically transmitted, and the channel measurement can be performed based on the periodic CSI-RS.
If LBT is required, periodic CSI-RS transmission cannot always be guaranteed. A possible enhancement is to use aperiodic RS. This aperiodic RS can be potentially the same as the RS for time/frequency tracking (if adopted).
The interference measurement was discussed in [5], and it was suggested that the interference measurement should be restricted to the transmission burst. When LBT is required, the data transmission occurs only when the channel is sensed free, meaning that the close neighboring nodes are not transmitting. If the interference is measured when the eNB is not transmitting, the close neighbours could be transmitting, resulting in much larger interference than the time when the actual data is transmitted (i.e. mismatch). Therefore it is desirable to restrict the interference measurement to the transmission burst.
However it needs to be considered further whether and how this restriction can be achieved. It could be possible for the UE to detect the start of a transmission burst based on the reservation signal, but it is questionable how the UE can detect the end of a transmission burst without any signalling assistance. (Note that a transmission burst can last shorter than the maximum channel occupancy time.) It needs to be discussed further if there is an efficient way to achieve this constraint.

5. Aperiodic RS
In Section 2, 3 and 4, we have discussed the possibility of using aperiodic RS to assist RRM measurement, fine time/frequency estimation and CSI measurement. In this section, we consider the design of aperiodic RS in further detail. Note that the aperiodic RS can be either based on CRS or CSI-RS or a modified RS pattern.
Aperiodic RS requires L1 signaling to the UE for indicating its transmission. Some inherent aperiodic RS features are given as follows, wherein only the serving or configured unlicensed SCells are considered from UE perspective. 
· Before sending the L1 signalling, the eNB performs (e)CCA. If the (e)CCA succeeds, the UE transmits a reservation signal to occupy the channel prior to its RS transmission.  
· The L1 signalling includes one or more unlicensed SCells identities on which the RS is transmitted. This signalling can be common for all active UEs and transmitted on PCell CSS, and the DCI Format 1C could be reused. 
· The RS pattern should be modified to occupy a continuous number of non-blank OFDM symbols. This is to prevent other nodes performing channel sensing from detecting the channel free and starting transmission at the blank symbols of the subframe carrying RS. The detailed RS pattern is FFS. 
One aperiodic RS example is given in Fig. 1, where the eNB successfully contends the channel at subframe #2, and use the preamble to occupy the channel till the beginning several symbols of subframe#3. The eNB sends the L1 signalling at subframe#3 for UEs to have enough time for signalling detection.  


Fig. 1 aperiodic RS for LAA

6. Conclusion
In this contribution, we have discussed how to do RRM measurement, fine time and frequency estimation, and CSI measurement in LAA.
For RRM measurement, we have proposed the following:
Proposal 1: Opportunistically transmitted periodic RS is the baseline for RRM measurement in LAA. FFS additional enhancements.
Proposal 2: The RS pattern for RRM measurement should occupy contiguous non-blank OFDM symbols.
For fine time and frequency estimation, three alternatives have been discussed: opportunistic periodic RS and/or aperiodic RS, preamble before data transmission, and opportunistic time and frequency estimation.
In addition, we have provided our considerations on CSI measurement and the design issues for aperiodic RS in general.

[bookmark: _Ref329618475][bookmark: _Ref345423496]References
[1] [bookmark: _Ref383195649][bookmark: _Ref398850322][bookmark: _Ref378958731][bookmark: _Ref363478329][bookmark: _Ref355753843][bookmark: _Ref352785625][bookmark: _Ref373254903][bookmark: _GoBack]RP-141664, “Study on Licensed-Assisted Access using LTE,” Ericsson, Qualcomm, Huawei, Alcatel-Lucent, RAN#65, September 2014.
[2] [bookmark: _Ref410039885]R1-144590, “Further analysis on the required functionalities for LAA”, Huawei, HiSilicon, RAN1#79, November 2014
[3] [bookmark: _Ref410039887]R1-145123, “Physical Layer options for LAA-LTE”, Motorola Mobility, RAN1#79, November 2014
[4] [bookmark: _Ref410083087]R1-150195, “Discussion on Transmission Modes for LAA DL,” Alcatel-Lucent, Alcatel-Lucent Shanghai Bell, RAN1#80, Feb. 2015.
[5] [bookmark: _Ref410085340]R1-144902, “CSI feedback and handling interference variation in unlicensed band,” LG Electronics, RAN1#79, Nov. 2014.
3

	Page 1
image1.emf
Subfram 0 Subfram 1

PCell

Subframe 2 Subframe 3 Subframe 4

(e)CCA

A fractional and full OFDM 

symbol used as preamble

DRS

L1 signaling

DRS

Unlicensed 

SCell

(e)CCA


oleObject1.bin
�

Subfram 0


Subfram 1


PCell


Subframe 2


Subframe 3


Subframe 4


(e)CCA


A fractional and full OFDM symbol used as preamble


DRS


L1 signaling


DRS


Unlicensed SCell


(e)CCA



