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1. Introduction
Herein we briefly share our view on radio-interface based synchronization mechanisms. 
2. Discussion
Synchronizing a network provides many benefits over non-synchronized operation, including enabling CoMP and eICIC. Also, network synchronization has been identified as an enabler for energy efficient mobility measurements.

Observation:

· Synchronized networks is an enabler for interference coordination and improved energy efficiency, e.g., for mobility measurements
Radio-interface based synchronization mechanisms have been proposed as an option when other established synchronization techniques are costly or deemed inappropriate due to, for example, poor backhaul and no satellite coverage (e.g., no GPS coverage). 
However, at this point it is not clear what benefit a potential new standardized mechanism could bring, over a synchronization implementation utilizing the current specified radio-interface. Sniffing signals from another node can effectively be implemented already today in, for example, MBSFN subframes. 
Observation:
· A small cell node can, already today, sniff (reference) signals transmitted by other nodes.  

· Current RSs can hence be used for implementing synchronization assistance in a small cell node

Proposal:

· Any standardized solution for network radio-interface based small cell node synchronization should demonstrate a substantial performance benefit over implementations based on measurements on current broadcast signals. 
3. Conclusions
Herein we shared our view on radio-interface based network synchronization mechanisms. The following was observed and proposed:

Observations:

· Synchronized networks is an enabler for interference coordination and improved energy efficiency, e.g., for mobility measurements

· A small cell node can, already today, sniff (reference) signals transmitted by other nodes.

· Current RSs can hence be used for implementing synchronization assistance in a small cell node

Proposal:

· Any standardized solution for network radio-interface based small cell node synchronization should demonstrate a substantial performance benefit over implementations based on measurements on current broadcast signals.
