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1. Introduction
In [1], RAN3 kindly asks RAN1 to give some guidance if the tail issue for TDD mode with configuration 0/6 should be resolved. In this contribution, we briefly elaborate on the potential need for resolving the issue that the radio frame periodicity of ABS patterns associated with configuration 0/6 do not match the SFN border, i.e. 1024/N is not an integer with N being the ABS periodicity (N=7 and N=6 for configuration 0 and 6, respectively).
2. Discussion
When ABS patterns (re-)start in SFN=0, this SFN ambiguity implies that subframes in a few radio frames after approximately 10s is not protected and thus may not be usefull for scheduling certain users in uplink due to the HARQ delays, e.g. a PHICH may end up in a non-protected subframe. It can be noticed that the same issue occurs every time the ABS patterns is changed in a way that the ABS density is reduced. It appears that this SFN ambiguity is of a minor art.
Observation: The potential performance loss by re-starting the ABS pattern for SFN=0 appears to be small (if any).
Another aspect related to these two UL/DL configurations is how usefull they are for ABS deployments. As can be seen from Figure 1, illustrating the partitioning of DL and UL subframes for configuration 0 and 6, respectively, these configurations are characterized by having a relatively high number of UL subframes per radio frame. Given that by introducing ABS means that an eNB should avoid scheduling unicast transmissions in some (downlink) subframes, these configuration appears to be less suitable for such deployments, in particular when keeping in mind that paging occasions are in subframe 0, or 0 and 5, or 0, 1, 5 and 6, and that SIB1 is transmitted in subframe 5 in every second radio frame. However, a perhaps more important aspect is the PDCCH capacity, if basically only one subframe per radio frame can be used for downlink assignments and uplink grants. These mentioned aspects are likely much more severe than the tail issue addressed in the LS with respect to potential performance degradations.
Observation: eICIC deployments using UL/DL configuration 0/6 are likely to be rare.
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Figure 1 UL/DL configuration 0 and 6 for frame structure type 2
3. Conclusion
In an LS response to RAN3, RAN1 should recommend RAN3 to not take any further actions with respect to the tail issues for TDD mode with configuration 0/6 in eICIC.
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