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1. Discussion and proposal
Current specification for uplink power control (PUSCH) allows for both accumulating and absolute dynamic power setting. What approach to use is configured by means of higher-layer signaling. 
Furthermore, in case of accumulating power setting, two sets of four-level power-control steps are currently included,
· Set 1: [-1 0 +1 +3]

· Set 2: [-3 -1 +1 +3]

where, similar to above, what set to use is configured by means of higher-layer signaling.

The different alternatives for power control

· Absolute power control
· Accumulating power control with Set 1

· Accumulating power control with Set 2

has been evaluated in [1]. There it has been concluded that the performance in case of the different alternatives is very similar with a small advantage for accumulating power control with Set 1. Compared to Set 2, Set 1 also has the additional advantage of allowing for no power change between transmissions. With Set 2, the UE must always change its transmit-power setting at the reception of an uplink scheduling grant unless there is introduced a possibility to explicitly turn off the dynamic power control.
Based on the conclusions in [1], the discussion above, and the clear LTE design target of avoiding any unnecessary options [2] we propose the following:
· Only Set 1 is retained for the  four-level power-control step in case of accumulating power control
· Only accumulating power control  is retained
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