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1. Introduction
The synchronised E-DCH technical report 25.823 contains a section on backward compatibility in networks containing Release 7 and previous terminals. Synchronised E-DCH is not expected to impact backward compatibility
2. Text proposal

5.6  
Backward compatibility

As detailed in section 5.2.2, the synchronised E-DCH channel structure is the same as the Release 6 HSUPA structure, with the exception that the mappings between physical channels and OVSF codes differ. Synchronised E-DCH users are placed under a common scrambling code, whilst terminals from previous releases will use a user specific scrambling code. Thus, at the receiver synchronised E-DCH users will appear noise like when performing decoding of legacy users.

WCDMA is sensitive to interference levels and thus it is important that interference from synchronised E-DCH users and RoT are managed accurately. Since Synchronised E-DCH will continue to use the Release 99 power control mechanism and, as described in section 5.1 the scheduler management of RoT will function in the same manner as Release 6 HSUPA, it is not expected that S-EDCH interference will disturb the operation of legacy users.
No special receiver is required in the Node B for S-EDCH reception; in principle the same type of receiver can be used for S-EDCH and legacy users.
Thus it is not expected that the presence of synchronised E-DCH users in a cell will impact reception from legacy UEs and will not impact the throughput and performance of legacy UEs. However the user throughput for legacy UEs will not benefit from the presence of S-EDCH users and S-EDCH gains will be impacted by the presence of legacy terminals.










































































































































































































