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TO THE MEMBERS OF 3GPP TSG RAN WG 1
Invitation to the 3GPP TSG RAN WG1 meeting #21 to be held on 27-31 Aug. 2001 

in Torino, Italy

Dear Colleagues,

Telecom Italia Lab (TILAB) is pleased to invite you to the 3GPP TSG RAN WG1 meeting #21 which will take place on August 27-31 2001 in Torino, Italy

The meeting will be held at :

STARHOTEL MAJESTIC

Corso Vittorio Emanuele 54

10123 Torino, Italy

Phone: +39 011 539153

FAX: +39 011 534963
The meeting will start on  August 27th  2001 at 9.00 and will end on August 31st  at approximately 17:00. The meeting agenda will be sent out by the chairman few weeks before the meeting.

A block of rooms has been reserved at the STARHOTEL MAJESTIC for the 3GPP RAN1 delegates; the rate is   260000 Lire (134.28 Euro) breakfast  and tax included and the rooms will be assigned on the first come first served basis.  Please use the  registration form attached to this invitation for the hotel reservation by July 13. Early hotel reservation is strongly recommended since an important international congress will be held in Turin in parallel to the 3GPP RAN1 meeting. You should send the reservation form by fax directly to the hotel.

By the same date (July 13), you should perform the online meeting registration at the following www address: http://webapp.etsi.org/3GPPRegistration.

Documents for the meeting should be delivered by e-mail to WG1 email reflector. Contributions submitted on the reflector prior Aug. 24th  will be available on CD-ROM on the beginning of the meeting. Other submission will be collected to CD-ROMs available later during the meeting. 

Tdoc numbers will be allocated by Shinobu Ikeda, Shinobu.Ikeda@etsi.fr CD-ROM will include contributions only with Tdoc numbers allocated. Please provide your contributions as individual Zip files with the proper file naming format to the RAN WG1 email reflector by the earlier mentioned deadline. Later submission needs to be provided on a floppy disk for meeting organisers to be included on CD-ROM. The meeting documents distribution will be done with CD-ROMs, thus please have your CD-ROM drive with your computer. There shall be no paper copies provided on the contributions by the host company. A wireless LAN service (first experimental trial at the hotel) will be provided too. Please bring with you the WLAN cards for your PC. A certain number of cards (about 20) should also be available at the meeting room.

VISA may be required for people from some countries to visit Italy. Please, contact the Italian Embassy at your country as soon as possible. In case you need a VISA and, in order to get it you need also an invitation letter, please send us the request for the invitation letter filling the form attached to this document (the request should be sent to gabriella.maracich@tilab.com  no later than July 10).

Looking forward to seeing you in Torino

Yours sincerely

Sergio Barberis

Wireless Techniques and Methodologies

Technology Research & Integration

TELECOM ITALIA LAB
GENERAL INFORMATION

Hotel location
The hotel is centrally located, very close to Torino Porta Nuova railway station

Airports

Torino Caselle 

Scheduled flights connect directly Torino Caselle international airport to many European destinations (Amsterdam, Barcelona, Brussels, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Lisbon, London, Luxembourg, Madrid, Munich, Paris, Stuttgart, Zurich) and to the most important Italian destinations (Bari, Cagliari, Catania, Napoli, Palermo, Roma).

Milano Malpensa

Scheduled flights connect directly Milano Malpensa airport to the most important worldwide destinations.

Transportation to the hotel

From Torino Caselle airport
Bus

The Sadem bus connects the airport to the city center in about 40 minutes. The bus departs every 30 minutes during the rush hours and every 45 minutes at the other times of the day. You can buy the ticket at the arrival hall or directly on the bus, but, in the latter case, the charge is higher (9000 Lire instead of 8000 Lire). The air terminal is located at the corner between corso Vittorio Emanuele and via Sacchi, at no more than 5 minutes on foot from the hotel). 

Taxi

It costs about 50000-60000 Lire, depending on time and traffic conditions and it takes approximately 30 minutes.

Train

There is a train service between the airport and Torino Dora railway station (travel time 19 minutes and departures every 30 minutes) but, we do not recommend it because Torino Dora railway station is far away from the city center (you should get a taxi to reach the hotel). 

From Milano Malpensa airport

Bus

There are three SADEM bus to Torino; departures are at 10:30, 12:00, 15:30; it takes about 2 hours and the cost is 30000 Lire.

There are also three Alitalia bus but, they are actually considered as an Alitalia flight: if you are traveling with Alitalia, you can reach Torino taking the Alitalia bus free of charge otherwise, it is not convenient (they are too expensive).

Train

Milano Malpensa airport is not connected to Torino by rail. If you want to reach Torino by rail you should first go to Novara (a main stop on the Milano-Torino line). Novara railway station can be easily reached by taxi (it costs about 100000 Lire) or by the STN bus (fare 13000 Lire; departures from stop #14 at 8:00, 9:30, 12:10, 14:45, 17:00, 20:00; travel duration 45 minutes).

Trains to Torino departs from Novara each hour at minutes “00” and arrive in Torino 1h 12 minutes later.

Climate & Clothing

Even if Summer in Northern Italy is very hot (in August the average temperatures are: min. 17-19 (C, max. 26-29 (C), we recommend to bring with you a warm sweater because in the evening, especially after storms, the temperature  can drop significantly.

Money and banking

Italian currency is the Italian Lira (plural “Lire”); 1 Euro = 1936.27 Lire (2200-2300 USD, depending on the rate fluctuations. You can exchange foreign currency and traveller’s cheques at the airport, in all banks and also at the main post offices. Banks opening hours (from Monday to Friday): 8:45-13:00 and 14:45-16:00. Credit cards are widely accepted in hotels, restaurants and shops but they are not so frequently accepted by taxi.

Post offices and mail

Post offices opening hours can change according to the city area. The most convenient Post Office with respect to STARHOTEL Majestic is  located in via Sacchi 2, just off the airport bus terminal. It is open from Monday to Friday from 8:30 to 18:30 and on Saturday morning from 8:30 to 12:00.

At this Post Office you can also exchange foreign currency.

Stamps are available at post offices and tobacconists (easily identified by the “T” outside the shop).

Public transports in Turin

Turin urban area is well served from early in the morning (about 5AM) until late in the night (about 00:30) by a bus and tram network. You can get the bus and tram map at the information office located in the main hall of Torino Porta Nuova railway station. Tickets are not sold on board: you can buy the tickets at newspaper stands or tobacconists (single ticket costs 1500 Lire and can be used for 70 minutes after having time-stamped it on board) 

Electrical appliances

The electric current in Italy is 220V, 50Hz; Plugs are two-pins continental sizes.
Time difference

GMT+1

Tipping

Tips are not customary in Italy (a service charge is always included in any kind of bill).

Shopping

Shopping hours are usually from 9-10 to 19:30 (on Sunday everything is closed); many shops are closed for the lunch break (from 12:30 to 15-15:30)

Telephone

To call to Italy dial the international code

Fixed phones:  +39 (country code)+ area code (do not drop the prefix 0) + phone number

Mobile phones; +39 (country code)+ mobile operator code (drop the 0) + mobile phone number

To place an international call from Italy you should dial 00+country code+area code+phone number

Contact Persons

For any kind of problem, please do not hesitate to contact us:

Sergio Barberis

sergio.barberis@tilab.com; 

phone: +390112287309

fax: +390112287078

Claudio Guerrini

claudio.guerrini@tilab.com; 

phone: 390112287087

fax: +390112287078

Gabriella Maracich (only for general matters, not for meeting strictly related issues)

gabriella.maracich@tilab.com 

phone: +390112285455

HOTEL RESERVATION FORM

3GPP TSG RAN WG1 meeting from Monday 27 to Friday 31 of August 2001

STARHOTEL MAJESTIC, Corso Vittorio Emanuele 54, 10123 Torino, Italy

PHONE: +39011539153

FAX:       +39011534963
Under the reservation code “TILAB RAN1”

[image: image1.wmf]
 Rate :  single/double room: 260000 Lire (134.28 Euro), breakfast and tax included 

 I would like to reserve

single room(s)







double room(s) 

for the following nights:

 Dates : 
Arrival : 




Departure :

 Times : 
Arrival :




Departure :

 Guest Name :

 Company :

 Address :

 Fax : 
+

 Phone :   +

 Credit card to guarantee this reservation:

 AMEX (  )
Master Card / Eurocard (  )
VISA (  )
DINERS (  )     Other___________  

 Number :____________________

Expiration Date :______________________
 Signature : ---------------------------------------------

 Cancellation Policy: 

 48 hours before the arrival : No penalty

 Cancellation within 48 hours of the arrival time will be charged the full cost of one   night     

INVITATION LETTER REQUEST FORM

	Family name
	

	Fore name
	

	Birth date (dd/mm/yyyy)
	

	Place of birth
	

	Passport number
	

	Nationality
	

	Company
	

	Mailing address
	

	Fax
	

	E-mail
	


In case you need an invitation letter, please fill the above form and send it to gabriella.maracich@tilab.com no

later than July 10.
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