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Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk510705081]At RAN1#114 there was a discussion on the NTN operation in frequency bands above 10 GHz. This discussion was triggered by an LS from RAN4 [1], and the discussions at RAN1#114 were captured in [2]. The discussions in RAN1  ended with the following observation:
Observation
There is potential RAN1 discussion on the following aspects to support the RAN4 work on NTN above 10 GHz:
· PRACH configuration
· UE autonomous timing advance in connection with transmit timing errors and their associated requirements.
·  Timing issues, e.g. MAC-CE application time in case of VSAT antenna for NR over NTN
· Reference subcarrier spacing for FR2-NTN
· Potential specification impact
No RAN1 specification impact is foreseen on channel raster and synchronization raster for NTN above 10 GHz.


The discussion continued at RAN1#114-bis, where a number of conclusions and working assumptions were reached and captured in [7]. The discussions continued at RAN1#115, where some fo the working assumptions from previous meeting were agreed [8]. Latest summary of the discussions from the RAN1#115 meeting on this specific topic is captured in [9].
In this contribution we will discuss some of the aspects that we find to still be open within this topic.
Discussion
The various topics will be discussed in separate subsections in the following.
PRACH configurations
At RAN1#115, there was a discussion on this topic, and RAN1 agreed to confirm the working assumption from RAN1#114-bis::
Agreement
Confirm the working assumption from RAN1#114-bis on the PRACH configuration.

Working assumption
For PRACH configuration for operation in FR2-NTN, Table 6.3.3.2-4 of TS 38.211 is used as baseline.
FFS: Whether further modifications to the PRACH configuration Table would be needed

As we outlined in our contribution at last meeting [6], we find that the most logical approach in terms of PRACH configuration index is to simply follow the approach of reusing Table 6.3.3.2-4 from TS 38.211 to allow for FR2-NTN operation in conjunction with the FDD bands that are available through the definitions of FR2-NTN. Moreover, there is no indications that the existing specifications will not be working with the current definitions for the PRACH configurations. We think it goes without saying that there may be room for optimization of the tables, but considering the timeline for this topic, and considering that Rel-18 NR over NTN enhancements is already in maintenance phase, it would not be efficient to start discussions on potentially substituting entries for the PRACH configuration tables. Since the target here according to our understanding would be to make as few and as simple adjustments as possible to facilitate NR over NTN operation in FR2-NTN, we would suggest that no modifications are introduced to enhance performance. From our understanding, the existing PRACH configuration table in Table 6.3.3.2-4 of TS 38.211 would be sufficient for providing the configuration options, and unless RAN4 identifies substantial problems with the existing table, RAN1 should not introduce any optimizations for operation in frequency bands defined by FR2-NTN.
Observation 1: Current PRACH configuration table as outlined in Table 6.3.3.2-4 of TS 38.211 would be sufficient for supporting FR2-NTN
Proposal 1: No optimizations to Table 6.3.3.2-4 of TS 38.211 are needed unless RAN4 explicitly identifies problems.
Proposal 2: Current PRACH configuration table as defined in Table 6.3.3.2-4 of TS 38.211 is assumed to be applicable without modification for operation in frequency bands defined by FR2-NTN.

Timing advance
When operating at higher frequency bands as implied by FR2-NTN, it is expected that a larger subcarrier spacing is applied, such as 60 kHz or 120 kHz SCS. With such higher subcarrier spacing configurations, the cyclic prefix will for the normal CP configuration become correspondingly shorter, thereby putting tighter requirements on the UE timing accuracy. These tighter requirements are originating from a number of issues:
· UE imperfections
· GNSS errors (estimation accuracy, UE movement)
· UE extrapolation of satellite position based on ephemeris information
· Systematic common TA errors

The UE’s final transmit timing accuracy will be a result of the combination of the potential error sources as listed above. According to our understanding, all of these would need to be considered when developing a solution that may be applicable for FR2-NTN.
Errors caused by GNSS modeling and errors
The first three error sources above are basically coming from either basic GNSS errors or from incorrect modelling of the information that is associated to the understanding of a network node’s geographical location. That is, either from UE’s own modelling of the satellite’s position during a fly-over, or from the reception/processing errors of the GNSS information at the UE side (either direct GNSS errors or the UE moving since last GNSS measurement was performed). The impact of all of these error sources would need to be taken into account in RAN4 through tighter transmit timing requirents for operation in the FR2-NTN bands. According to our understanding, RAN4 already decided on introducing tighter timing requirements which would be in the order of 13 Ts for UL SCS of 60 kHz, and 7.5 Ts for most cases with UL SCS of 120 kHz, which fits well with our earlier proposals on this matter.
Observation 2: RAN4 already agreed on tighter timing requirements for operation of NR over NTN in FR2-NTN bands, so no further actions would be needed by RAN1 on this matter.

On the physical limit for allowed errors due to GNSS and ephemeris
Since the discussion on the timing accuracy errors is currently being treated through an LS from RAN1 to RAN4, this topic should preferably await the LS response from RAN4. We have a corresponding contribution on this matter in RAN4, which may also be considered [11].
Proposal 3: RAN1 to wait for LS response from RAN4 on the matter of physical limites for allowed errors due to GNSS and ephemeris.
Using the PRACH potential for TA compensation
In terrestrial networks, UEs are not supposed to perform pre-compensation of the UL channel. Therefore, when they first try to access the network via RACH, they are set to use Nta = 0. The network will receive and detect the preamble sequences transmitted by this UE within the cyclic prefix of the PRACH and transmit in the RAR A Timing Advance Command such that this UE can use the new TA and be time aligned with the other UEs for transmissions in the PUSCH/PUCCH. This is depicted in Figure 1, which illustrates two UEs (UE1 and UE2), whose respective propagation delays to the gNB is tue1 and tue2. Because the UEs are not supposed to apply TA (Nta=0) during the PRACH, the RACH preamble reception at gNB will observe that the signal transmitted by these two UEs are delayed from the “ideal” start of the RACH slot in UL, with a delay equal to twice their physical propagation delays. 
 [image: ]
[bookmark: _Ref149750806]Figure 1. PRACH timing advance considerations in terrestrial networks
That was one of the main functions of RACH in TN (besides providing the UE with an identity) and that’s why RACH preamble resources have longer CP than the rest of the resources. However, for Rel-17 NR over NTN, things were changed, and the UEs are now requested to perform pre-compensation of UL timing also for RACH. If the UE performs the operation ideally, then the UL reception of the RACH preamble will be in the exact point the UL slot starts at gNB (UEs are already time aligned with other UEs transmitting in PUSCH and PUCCH). This situation is depicted in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2. RACH timing advance considerations in non-terrestrial networks

This means that the longer PRACH preamble reception are not being used in NTN in a meaningful way. But they still have plenty of potential that can be used to address the problem of the transmit timing advance in NTN. 
[bookmark: _Toc146732880]Observation 3: In terrestrial network configurations, the RACH transmission may arrive at the gNB offset to the gNB UL time by up to twice the propagation delay relative to the cell radius. In NTN the expectation is that the RACH transmission arrives at the gNB being time aligned.
[bookmark: _Toc146732881]Observation 4: The RACH preamble is not fully used as intended in NTN to assist the gNB in estimating the necessary timing advance to apply at the UE side. 
Observation 5: When a UE transmits the random access preamble, after applying the UL pre-compensation at UE side, the errors between the time the gNB has received the UE signal and the expected UL synchronization time can all be attributed to UE inaccuracies.
So, whereas, PUCCH and PUSCH transmit timing accuracy are much stricter due to the short CP, PRACH provide much larger values for CP, whichcan be used to absorb the timing inaccuracy in NTN during the initial access phase.
For the very first PRACH message (the random access preamble) the network can select and configure for PRACH formats with larger values for the cyclic prefix, receive the random access preamble, calculate and issue a timing advance command in the MAC RAR (Msg2 or MsgB), where the timing advance command is expected to compensate for the (static/systematic) timing errors in the UE pre-compensation. From this point on, the network may enforce tighter requirements on the PUCCH and the PUSCH transmissions.  
If the assumption of the timing errors related to the UE pre-compensation being static/systematic does not hold, the network may potentially need to update the compensation needed. However, such changes would be compensated through normal closed loop operation under the condition that the UE is having an active connection running with both UL and DL transmissions. One of the potential sources for the UE pre-compensation not being static/systematic is the satellite movement which will have the primary impact at low elevation angles.
Observation 6: For low elevation angles, the UE timing inaccuracy might grow over time because of inaccurate GNSS/ephemeris in spite of the received TAC during RACH. 
For scenarios as described above, there may be a solution if all UL timing error measured by the gNB is above a certain threshold, it correspondingly represents that the UE inaccuracy in the transmit timing is also above that threshold. Therefore it is reasonable that, if the TAC received in the RACH Msg2 or MsgB is above a certain threshold the UE considers itself as having insufficient timing pre-compensation. 
Proposal 4: Define a threshold level for maximum timing advance during random access procedure. If the TAC in Msg2 or MsgB is above the maximum level, UEs in this situation shall not be capable of transmitting, until they fix their time pre-compensation (e.g. GNSS update and new PRACH transmission). 
Another potential issue is that closed-loop time control may not be capable of keeping track of the developing transmit timing error. In special in situations where the time series of the GNSS position acquired by the UE develops in an uncorrelated manner, i.e., there are “sudden jumps” in the UE position that may lead to significant errors when the UE applies the UL timing pre-compensation. This would not allow the “gradual adjustments” in the timing advance performed autonomously by the UE to settle the TA within reasonable accuracy. To prevent such behavior, we propose the following:
Proposal 5: If the UE updates its GNSS position, and difference between the TA calculated using the new UE position and the previous UE position is above the UL Transmit Timing inaccuracy, UE shall perform a new random access procedure to reacquire the correct transmit timing. 

Errors caused by common TA modelling errors
As illustrated in some of our previous contributions, for instance [3], the common TA indication from the gNB to the UE to describe the feeder link delay will have a systematic modelling error as time elapses from the Epoch time (under the assumption that the Epoch time is used ot provide common TA related parameters that will lead to zero modelling error at the Epoch time. This modelling error is shown in Figure 1, where it is seen that the amount of modelling error is changing as a function of “time since Epoch” as well as “elevation angle”. A number of methods may be considered to reduce the impacts of the systematic modelling error as a function of time elapsed since the Epoch time. These are; (a) Additional polynomial components of the descriptor for the common TA, (b) UE obtaining the additional polynomial components by reading multiple versions of the ephemeris information, (c) reducing the validity time of the ephemeris information, and (d) forcing UEs to use specific versions of the ephemeris information such that all UE will have coordinated application time of the ephemris information. These alternatives will shortly be described below.
(a) The addition of higher order polynomial parameters was discussed extensively during the normative phase of Rel-17 NR over NTN, and the conclusions from this was that adding a 3rd (or 4th) order polynomial coefficient would not be needed. Given that introcuding additional components to the SIB19 at this stage of specification would cause potential issues with backwards and forwards compatibility, this would not be seen as an attractive solution.
(b) It has been shown in earlier contributions [5] that it is possible to obtain information corresponding to the 3rd order coefficient of the polynomial describing the Common TA through the UE reading more than one version of the SIB 19. This approach will utilize the change of parameters for the Common TA to allow for creating a set of equations to establish the parameter value for the 3rd order derivative of the Common TA. Such a solution would not require additional standardization effort and would be higly preferred over the (a) approach above, as it could be seen as a simply UE implementation.
(c) Reducing the validity time of the ephemeris information could also be seen as a valid solution to the problem at hand. As the amout of relative systematic error increases due to the higher subcarrier spacing the UE will naturally need to update its GNSS related information (better modelling of satellite position, better understanding of UE position), and hence it would also be natural for the UE to have more frequent updates of the understanding of the broadcasted information from the satellite (and we should keep in mind that it is possible to expand the validity scope of the SIB19 content in case the UE is able to do ”backwards propagation” – again, it is a matter of UE implementation, which would not impact standardization efforts.
(d) The last option would be to enforce all UE to apply the same Common TA information, which would cause all UEs to experience the same Common TA modelling error, which would potentially make the error less predominant at the gNB side, as all UEs would be experiencing the same ”common time drift” from the expected value. However, such forced update times would potentially be seen as too restrictive for UE implementation, as all UE would be expected to read and apply the exact same broadcast information in a coordinated manner.

Proposal 6: For reducing the systematic error at UE side, multiple readings of SIB19 should be seen as the preferred solution.
Proposal 7: UEs should be supporting backwards propagation of Ephemeris information to reduce the impact of Common TA modelling errors.
Proposal 8: RAN1 should not introduce new IE to improve the Common TA modelling.
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[bookmark: _Ref86929953]Figure 1. Common TA prediction error using 2nd order (a) and 3rd order (b) approximation when the LEO elevation angle is 20⁰, 40⁰, 60⁰, and 80⁰ at time , i.e., at the epoch time.

Negative absolute TA commands
As part of the discussion for the LS treatment in RAN1#114 [2] one company mentioned the option of a gNB being able to indicate negative TA values when providing the TAC as part of the RAR. This aspect was extensively discussed already in Rel-17 work, and it was agreed to not support this way of operating the system. Basically, it is to be assumed that a UE would have sufficiently good understanding of the satellite position and its own position that there would not be a need for such indication of negative values for the TAC. Any such inaccuracy should be addressed through UE requirements in RAN4. Additionally, in case the network sees that there may be a need to protect the RACH occasions from UEs that are not able to perform sufficiently accurate TA compensation based on UE location and provided ephemeris information, the network would have the option of introducing a bias to the Common TA parameters to offset the overall timing of the received signals to ensure that no signals of the PRACH sent by different UE would be received outside the assigned RACH occasion.
Observation 7: Common TA bias can be applied to address UEs not being able to correctly apply the TA compensation.
Proposal 9: No enhancements for TAC are needed for operating NR over NTN for FR2-NTN bands.

Extended CP operation
At RAN1#114-bis, there was a discussion on this topic, and various companies expressed their views as outlined in [8], where some companies indicated that support for extended CP would be needed for operation of NR over NTN in frequency bands defined by FR2-NTN, while other companies indicated that extending the scope of the feature of extended CP would not be seen feasible.
Based on the discussion at last meeting, our view remains unchanged, and we do not find any compelling arguments to extend the scope in this domain, especially not considering the additional standardization work needed to facilitate extended CP.
Proposal 10: Do not introduce additional support for extended CP beyond what is currently available in the standards for Rel-18.

Conclusion
In this contribution we have presented our observations and proposals. These are as follows:
Observation 1: Current PRACH configuration table as outlined in Table 6.3.3.2-4 of TS 38.211 would be sufficient for supporting FR2-NTN
Observation 2: RAN4 already agreed on tighter timing requirements for operation of NR over NTN in FR2-NTN bands, so no further actions would be needed by RAN1 on this matter.
Observation 3: In terrestrial network configurations, the RACH transmission may arrive at the gNB offset to the gNB UL time by up to twice the propagation delay relative to the cell radius. In NTN the expectation is that the RACH transmission arrives at the gNB being time aligned.
Observation 4: The RACH preamble is not fully used as intended in NTN to assist the gNB in estimating the necessary timing advance to apply at the UE side. 
Observation 5: When a UE transmits the random access preamble, after applying the UL pre-compensation at UE side, the errors between the time the gNB has received the UE signal and the expected UL synchronization time can all be attributed to UE inaccuracies.
Observation 6: For low elevation angles, the UE timing inaccuracy might grow over time because of inaccurate GNSS/ephemeris in spite of the received TAC during RACH. 
Observation 7: Common TA bias can be applied to address UEs not being able to correctly apply the TA compensation.

Proposal 1: No optimizations to Table 6.3.3.2-4 of TS 38.211 are needed unless RAN4 explicitly identifies problems.
Proposal 2: Current PRACH configuration table as defined in Table 6.3.3.2-4 of TS 38.211 is assumed to be applicable without modification for operation in frequency bands defined by FR2-NTN.
Proposal 3: RAN1 to wait for LS response from RAN4 on the matter of physical limites for allowed errors due to GNSS and ephemeris.
Proposal 4: Define a threshold level for maximum timing advance during random access procedure. If the TAC in Msg2 or MsgB is above the maximum level, UEs in this situation shall not be capable of transmitting, until they fix their time pre-compensation (e.g. GNSS update and new PRACH transmission). 
Proposal 5: If the UE updates its GNSS position, and difference between the TA calculated using the new UE position and the previous UE position is above the UL Transmit Timing inaccuracy, UE shall perform a new random access procedure to reacquire the correct transmit timing. 
Proposal 6: For reducing the systematic error at UE side, multiple readings of SIB19 should be seen as the preferred solution.
Proposal 7: UEs should be supporting backwards propagation of Ephemeris information to reduce the impact of Common TA modelling errors.
Proposal 8: RAN1 should not introduce new IE to improve the Common TA modelling.
Proposal 9: No enhancements for TAC are needed for operating NR over NTN for FR2-NTN bands.
Proposal 10: Do not introduce additional support for extended CP beyond what is currently available in the standards for Rel-18.
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