
Page 1

3GPP TSG RAN WG1 #114-bis			R1-2310161
Xiamen, China, October 9th – October 13th, 2023
	
[bookmark: Source]Agenda item:	8.13.3
Source: 	Qualcomm Incorporated
Title: 	Disabling HARQ Feedback for IoT-NTN
[bookmark: DocumentFor]Document for:	Discussion and Decision

1 Background
In RAN#94-e, the following objectives with RAN1 impact were included in the WID for eMTC/NB-IoT over NTN in Release 18:
IoT-NTN Performance Enhancements in Rel-18 to address remaining issues from Rel-17

This work considers Rel-17 IoT-NTN as baseline as well as Rel-17 NR-NTN outcome and the further IoT-NTN performance enhancements objectives are listed below:

· Disabling of HARQ feedback to mitigate impact of HARQ stalling on UE data rates [RAN1,RAN2]
· Study and specify, if needed, improved GNSS operations for a new position fix for UE pre-compensation during long connection times and for reduced power consumption [RAN1]

In RAN1#114, the following was agreed:
Agreement
Confirm the following working assumption:
Working assumption
For DCI-based direct indication in single TB scheduled by DCI, 
· Indication by reusing/reinterpreting HARQ-ACK related field in DCI
· For eMTC CE mode B, one state of “HARQ-ACK resource offset” field in DCI format 6-1B is used for indication of HARQ feedback disabled, other states are used for indication of HARQ feedback enabled and corresponding HARQ-ACK resource.
· FFS: detailed state, and whether this state is different across different UEs
· For NBIoT, one state of “HARQ-ACK resource” field in DCI format N1 is used for indication of HARQ feedback disabled, other states are used for indication of HARQ feedback enabled and corresponding HARQ-ACK resource.
· FFS: detailed state, and whether this state is different across different UEs
· If reusing/reinterpreting HARQ-ACK related field in DCI is also used for DCI overriding scheme, the interpretation of the state can be different than for DCI-based direct indication.
For single TB scheduled by DCI, 
· Working assumption 1 DCI based overridden indication is applied to both semi-statically HARQ disabled and enabled processes
· For DCI based overridden indication, adopt indication by reusing/reinterpreting HARQ-ACK related field in DCI
· For eMTC CE mode B, “HARQ-ACK resource offset” field in DCI format 6-1B is used for indication of maintaining/reversing the HARQ feedback enable/disable for the corresponding transmission from per-HARQ process RRC configuration and corresponding HARQ-ACK resource in case of indication of HARQ feedback enabled.
· HARQ feedback disabled is reversed to enabled in case of any states other than state A in “HARQ-ACK resource offset”, otherwise is maintained as disabled.
· HARQ feedback enabled is maintained in case of any states other than state A in “HARQ-ACK resource offset”, otherwise is reversed to disabled.
· FFS: detailed state A, and whether this state A is different across different UEs
· For NBIoT, “HARQ-ACK resource” field in DCI format N1 is used for indication of maintaining/reversing the HARQ feedback enable/disable for the corresponding transmission from per-HARQ process RRC configuration and corresponding HARQ-ACK resource in case of indication of HARQ feedback enabled.
· The same DCI indication functionality as eMTC is adopted.

Agreement
For DCI-based direct indication in multiple TBs scheduled by single DCI, reuse/reinterpret the HARQ-ACK related field in corresponding DCI for indication of HARQ feedback enabled/disabled.
· The same DCI direct indication functionality as single TB scheduled by DCI scenarios. (i.e., same state of HARQ related field is used)

Agreement
For the DCI based overridden indication for multiple TBs scheduled by single DCI,
· reuse/reinterpret the HARQ-ACK related field in corresponding DCI for overridden indication of HARQ feedback enabled/disabled.
· The same DCI overridden indication functionality as single TB scheduled by DCI scenarios.
· This implies that all scheduled TBs by single DCI are HARQ feedback enabled or HARQ feedback disabled by the DCI overridden indication.

Agreement
For both RRC bitmap-based solution and DCI-based solutions (i.e., DCI-based direct indication and DCI-based overridden indication),
· For LTE-MTC/NB-IoT multiple TBs scheduled by single DCI without HARQ-ACK bundling, 
· HARQ feedback is reported for each TB at least in case that all TBs scheduled by single DCI are configured/indicated as HARQ feedback enabled.
· HARQ feedback is not reported at least in case all TBs scheduled by single DCI are configured/indicated as HARQ feedback disabled.
· For LTE-MTC/NB-IoT multiple TBs scheduled by single DCI with HARQ-ACK bundling, 
· bundled HARQ feedback is reported at least in case that all TBs scheduled by single DCI are configured/indicated as HARQ feedback enabled. 
· HARQ feedback is not reported at least in case all TBs scheduled by single DCI are configured/indicated as HARQ feedback disabled.

Agreement
For LTE-MTC/NB-IoT, for the multiple TBs scheduled by single DCI with only RRC bitmap-based solution configuration, down select one of the options at RAN1#114.
· Option 2: Support mixed HARQ feedback enabled/disabled configuration, and in case of mixed HARQ feedback enabled/disabled configuration,
· Option 2a: HARQ feedback is always reported based on the decoding results of corresponding transmission for all scheduled TBs for both HARQ-ACK bundling and non-HARQ-ACK bundling cases.
· Option 2c: HARQ feedback is reported or not for all scheduled TBs depending on the HARQ feedback enabled/disabled configuration of the TB with the lowest HARQ process number among scheduled TBs for both HARQ-ACK bundling and non-HARQ-ACK bundling cases.
· Option 2d: HARQ feedback is reported for TB with HARQ feedback enabled configuration and ACK is reported for TB with HARQ feedback disabled configuration for both HARQ-ACK bundling and non-HARQ-ACK bundling cases.
· Option 2e: HARQ feedback is reported for TB with HARQ feedback enabled configuration.
· Without HARQ-ACK bundling
· HARQ feedback is not reported for TB with HARQ feedback disabled configuration.
· HARQ timing for TBs with HARQ feedback enabled configuration does not count the legacy HARQ-ACK resource/HARQ timing adopted for TBs with HARQ feedback disabled configuration.
· With HARQ-ACK bundling
· HARQ feedback is not reported for TB with HARQ feedback disabled configuration.
· Mapping of TBs to bundles is done as per legacy (i.e., TS36.213 Table 7.3-1 for LTE-MTC) based on all scheduled TBs.
· The TB with HARQ feedback disabled configuration does not count in the HARQ bundling (i.e., it is not part of the logical AND operation). If all TBs in a bundle have HARQ feedback disabled, the UE does not send HARQ-ACK corresponding to this TB bundle.
· HARQ timing for bundles for which HARQ-ACK feedback is sent do not count the legacy HARQ-ACK resource/HARQ timing adopted for bundles for which HARQ-ACK feedback is not sent. 
· Note: mixed HARQ feedback enabled/disabled configuration means among TBs scheduled by single DCI, some TBs are RRC configured as HARQ feedback enabled, and the other TBs are RRC configured as HARQ feedback disabled.

Agreement
For LTE-MTC/NB-IoT, for the multiple TBs scheduled by single DCI with only RRC bitmap-based solution configuration and with mixed HARQ feedback enabled/disabled scheduling
· Without HARQ-ACK bundling
· HARQ feedback is not reported for TB with HARQ feedback disabled configuration.
· HARQ timing for TBs with HARQ feedback enabled configuration does not count the legacy HARQ-ACK resource/HARQ timing adopted for TBs with HARQ feedback disabled configuration. (Option 2e)
· With HARQ-ACK bundling
· Option 2f-b：ACK is reported for TB with HARQ feedback disabled configuration for HARQ-ACK bundling. No change to HARQ feedback timeline. (Option 2d)

Agreement
For DCI-based direct/overridden indication, for the state of HARQ-related field (i.e., “HARQ-ACK resource offset” field for eMTC, “HARQ-ACK resource” field for NBIoT) in DCI to indicate the HARQ feedback enabled/disabled.
· Option 1: one common state is used for all UEs
· Option 1-1: the state of indication of HARQ feedback disabled and state A are state of “11” for eMTC and state of “1111” for NB-IoT (i.e., for both 3.75kHz and 15kHz subcarrier spacing) respectively.

In this contribution, we provide our views on aspects related to disabling of HARQ feedback for IoT-NTN
2 Override and direct indication for single TB
Based on the incoming LS from RAN2 (R2-2308993), we propose to confirm the following working assumption (Working Assumption 2) from RAN1#113, stated below:
Agreement
For single TB scheduled by DCI, 
· Working assumption 2 For Option 1 + Option 3 DCI based overridden mechanism, for a HARQ process configured as HARQ feedback disabled by per-HARQ process bitmap signaling and further reversed to HARQ feedback enabled by DCI, the NBIoT UE does not wait for an RTT+3ms (i.e., till subframe n+Kmac+3 in TS36.213 section 16.6) before monitoring NPDCCH for the same HARQ process (or monitoring any NPDCCH for the case of single HARQ process configuration). 

Proposal 1: Confirm the following working assumptions from RAN1#113:
Working assumption 2: on “Option 1 + Option 3 DCI based overridden mechanism”
3 Conclusion
In this contribution we presented our views on enhancements to NB-IoT/eMTC over NTN as it relates to disabling of HARQ feedback. We summarize our proposals below.
Proposal 1: Confirm the following working assumptions from RAN1#113:
Working assumption 2: on “Option 1 + Option 3 DCI based overridden mechanism”
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