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Introduction
In RAN#95-e, Rel-18 NR sidelink evolution has been approved and sidelink on unlicensed spectrum will be studied and specified in order to increase bandwidth for sidelink transmission as described in [1]. 
In this contribution, we discuss our view on channel access procedures and channel occupancy time (COT) sharing for sidelink-unlicensed.

Discussion
Type 2 SL channel access procedure 
In RAN1#112/112b-e meetings, RAN1 discussed an applicability of Type 2A channel access procedure for PSFCH transmission from a UE without a shared channel occupancy. We think Type 2A channel access procedure for PSFCH transmission has some advantages and benefits as follows.
First, applying the Type 2A channel access procedure to PSFCH transmissions enhances the chances of successful channel access. As successful transmission of PSFCH is crucial to ensure the SL system performance, adopting Type 2A for PSFCH transmissions will positively impact overall system performance. Especially, in scenarios where a UE does not need to transmit S-SSB, utilizing Type 2A for PSFCH transmissions increases the likelihood of successful transmission. This approach is particularly helpful in cases where PSFCH transmission is vital, ensuring the system's efficient functioning.
Allowing Type 2A channel access for PSFCH transmissions offers the gNB the flexibility to configure resources for PSFCH transmissions. This flexibility is essential, as it enables the gNB to determine whether and which resources can utilize Type 2A channel access for PSFCH transmissions, based on the network conditions and requirements.
When S-SSB transmissions are sparse, there will be available resources for SCSt transmissions, making it reasonable to apply Type 2A channel access for PSFCH transmission. This approach effectively utilizes the available resources in the network, leading to enhanced overall system performance.
Therefore, we support the proposal to apply the Type 2A channel access procedure for PSFCH transmissions from a UE without a shared channel occupancy. This approach offers improved channel access success, flexibility for gNB configuration, efficient utilization of sparse S-SSB transmissions, and benefits for specific scenarios.
[bookmark: _Ref115192123]Proposal 1: Type 2A channel access procedure(s) is applicable for PSFCH transmission from a UE without a shared channel occupancy.

Channel occupancy time (COT) sharing for SL-unlicensed
In NR-U, a channel occupancy time (COT) can be shared from/to gNB to/from UE. The responding device (i.e. COT shared device) can transmit a DL/UL transmission using Type 2 channel access procedure. At RAN1#109-e, it was agreed to support UE-to-UE COT sharing in SL-U.
At RAN1#112b-e, we have also discussed contents of the COT sharing information and made the following agreement.

	Agreement
At least the following information should be used as part of COT sharing information from the COT initiator UE.
· CAPC used for initiating the COT
· Existing / legacy R16/17 L1 source and destination IDs
· FFS additional ID(s)
· Time domain information of the shared COT
· FFS: starting offset, number of slots, [remaining or total] COT duration, or a combination of them
· Frequency domain information of the shared COT 
· FFS applicable RB set(s), FRIV, and any other(s)
· FFS: how each of the above is indicated.
· Note, other information is not precluded.




We have discussed additional ID(s) as part of COT sharing information from the COT initiator UE. The introduction of additional ID(s) as part of COT sharing information from the COT initiator UE has the potential to significantly increase COT sharing efficiency and utilization. By allowing COT sharing to a list of additional IDs, the proposal ensures that the COT is used to its maximum capacity, leading to improved performance and resource management in the network.
[bookmark: _Ref118632654]Proposal 2: Additional ID(s) is included as part of COT sharing information from the COT initiator UE.



Conclusion
Proposal 1: Type 2A channel access procedure(s) is applicable for PSFCH transmission from a UE without a shared channel occupancy.
Proposal 2: Additional ID(s) is included as part of COT sharing information from the COT initiator UE.
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