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Introduction
RAN1 has previously made the following agreement on the specification of how to configure RB sets for IAB FDM multiplexing:
[bookmark: _Hlk118892901]Agreement (RAN1#106-e)
A Reference SCS is configured for frequency domain H/S/NA configuration.
Agreement (RAN1#108-e)
The start RB index of the first RB set for the Rel-17 IAB-DU HSNA resource configuration is the lowest index of RB of the IAB-DU cell
RAN3 has sent an LS to RAN1 asking for clarification on two different understandings of the definition of the starting RB index for Rel-17 IAB-DU HSNA resource configuration.
RAN3 has uncertainty on how to define the start RB index for the Rel-17 IAB-DU HSNA resource configuration of an IAB-DU cell. 
RAN3 has two different understandings:
· Understanding 1: the start RB index for the Rel-17 IAB-DU HSNA resource configuration of the IAB-DU cell is point A plus the SCS-specific offset defined in the NR Carrier List IE based on the SCS included in the RB Set Configuration IE.
· Understanding 2: the start RB index for the Rel-17 IAB-DU HSNA resource configuration of the IAB-DU cell is point A plus the smallest SCS-specific frequency offset across all numerologies provided by the NR Carrier List IE for this cell. Note that in this understanding, the start RB index does not depend on the SCS value included in the RB Set Configuration IE in TS 38.473.
In both understandings, the start RB is aligned with point A in case the NR Carrier List IE is not present.
RAN3 kindly asks RAN1 to provide clarification on which of the two understandings is correct.
[bookmark: _Hlk510705081]Discussion
TS 38.211 indicates the following regarding the location of the lowest in RB relative to point A [1]:
Point A serves as a common reference point for resource block grids and is obtained from:
· offsetToPointA for a PCell downlink where offsetToPointA represents the frequency offset between point A and the lowest subcarrier of the lowest resource block, which overlaps with the SS/PBCH block used by the UE for initial cell selection, expressed in units of resource blocks assuming 15 kHz subcarrier spacing for FR1 and 60 kHz subcarrier spacing for FR2; 
· for operation without shared spectrum channel access in FR1 and FR2-1, the lowest resource block has the subcarrier spacing provided by the higher layer parameter subCarrierSpacingCommon;
· for operation with shared spectrum channel access in FR1 or FR2, and for operation without shared spectrum channel access in FR2-2, the lowest resource block has the subcarrier spacing same as the SS/PBCH block used by the UE for initial cell selection;
As indicated the location of the lowest index RB relative to point A is dependent on the context in which the carrier is configured.  For operation without shared spectrum channel access in FR1 and FR2-1 the lowest index RB is defined based on offset to point A, by the subcarrier spacing configured in subcarrierSpacingCommon IE for the MIB configuration. In operation with shared spectrum channel access in FR1 or FR2 and for operation without shared spectrum channel access in FR2-2, the lowest index RB is defined based on offset to point A by the subcarrier spacing of the SS/PBCH block used by the UE for initial access.
Proposal 1:	RAN1 should draft a reply LS to RAN3 indicating the understanding of the location of the lowest index RB relative to point A as indicated in TS 38.211
Conclusion
Our proposals regarding the LS received from RAN3 discussing interpretation of the SCS-specific carrier relative to point A is as follows:
Proposal 1:	RAN1 should draft a reply LS to RAN3 indicating the understanding of the location of the lowest index RB relative to point A as indicated in TS 38.211
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