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Introduction
A LS was received from RAN2 asking whether a dedicated UL BWP configured with only CE RACH resources is feasible to RAN1[1]. In this contribution, we provide our views on this issue. 

Discussion
The content of LS is copied as below,

	[bookmark: _Hlk95419827]1. Overall Description:
RAN2 discussed the issue whether network can configure PRACH resources only for RACH with Msg3 repetition in a dedicated UL BWP (i.e. for use in RRC_CONNECTED) and made the following working assumption:
· [bookmark: _Hlk95404907]“Working assumption: From RAN2’s perspective, a dedicated UL BWP can be configured with only CE RACH resources. Its feasibility is to be confirmed by RAN1.”
However, RAN2 did not reach consensus on whether such a configuration is feasible from RAN1’s perspective.

2. Actions:
To RAN1
ACTION: 	RAN2 respectfully asks RAN1 to discuss the above working assumption and then inform RAN2 whether such a configuration for RACH with Msg3 repetition is feasible or not.




From the operation point of view, gNB could configure the Msg 3 repetition resource depending on its actual deployment scenario. Normally, some of the resource could be set for none-CE use case and the others could be set for the CE use case. And UEs could choose between the non-CE resources and CE resource according to their measurement results. On the other hand, gNB could also configure all the resources for coverage enhancement if necessary. Though the motivation to configure all the resource for coverage enhancement is not clear. But if it is not allowed to configure all the resource as CE RACH resources, it will put additional limitations for the gNB configurations. 

Observation 1:
Though the using scenario is not very clear, a dedicated UL BWP configured with only CE RACH resources seems feasible from the perspective of gNB configuration. While not allowing such configurations may put additional limitation for gNB.

Another point is that, due to the full CE RACH resource configuration is limited within one dedicated UL BWP, it will not impact the UE itself. The UE could be switched to the other UL BWPs which are configured with both CE and non-CE RACH resources. But if the RACH resources are shared between UEs but with different configuration, which contains both CE and non-CE RACH resources, it may cause ambiguities for gNB to identify whether a Msg 3 repetition is request or not. 

Observation 2:
The BWPs only configured with CE RACH resources cannot be only shared with the UEs that are configured with both CE and non-CE RACH resources.

In #106e meeting, one agreement is achieved as below.
	Agreement 
The separate preambles for requesting Msg3 repetition could be configured only in an RO configured with 4-step RACH preambles not for requesting Msg3 repetition.



The agreements provide two points. One is that the RACH occasions would be shared between CE UE and normal UE. The other is that CE UE and normal UE are differentiated through preambles. If we agree that a UE could be configured in a dedicated UL BWP with only CE RACH resources, it seems a bit conflicted that there won’t any RO configured for the 4-step RACH preambles not for the request of Msg 3 repetition. Then according to the agreements quoted in the above, there won’t be any RO for the separate preambles for requesting Msg 3. 

Observation 3：
Current proposal from RAN2 may conflict with one agreement in RAN1 in #106e meeting.

Proposal 1:
Further discuss this issue in AI 8.8.3 for further clarification and preparing the LS reply

Conclusions
In this contribution, we provide our views on whether configuring a dedicated UL BWP with only CE RACH resources is feasible for RAN1 or not. The observations and the proposal are as below.

Observation 1:
Though the using scenario is not very clear, a dedicated UL BWP configured with only CE RACH resources seems feasible from the perspective of gNB configuration. While not allowing such configurations may put additional limitation for gNB.

Observation 2:
The BWPs only configured with CE RACH resources cannot be only shared with the UEs that are configured with both CE and non-CE RACH resources.

Observation 3：
Current proposal from RAN2 may conflict with one agreement in RAN1 in #106e meeting.

Proposal 1:
Further discuss this issue in AI 8.8.3 for further clarification and preparing the LS reply
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