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Introduction
The WID for enhanced IAB states the following regarding specification work in RAN1 [1]:
	Duplexing enhancements [RAN1-led, RAN2, RAN3, RAN4]:
· Specification of enhancements to the resource multiplexing between child and parent links of an IAB node, including:
· [bookmark: _Hlk26193173]Support of simultaneous operation (transmission and/or reception) of IAB-node’s child and parent links (i.e., MT Tx/DU Tx, MT Tx/DU Rx, MT Rx/DU Tx, MT Rx/DU Rx).
· Support for dual-connectivity scenarios defined by RAN2/RAN3 in the context of topology redundancy for improved robustness and load balancing.
· Specification of IAB-node timing mode(s), extensions for DL/UL power control, and CLI and interference measurements of BH links, as needed, to support simultaneous operation (transmission and/or reception) by IAB-node’s child and parent links.


With respect to the above, below we present our views about what should be prioritized in the last meeting in order to be as successful as possible with the above objectives.
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]Discussion
Only one meeting remains in Rel-17 and it is time to put the missing pieces of the specification in place in order to have a fully working specification. In this respect, we think it is important that we focus on the right, necessary open items, since we are unlikely to agree on all open items.
Considering the WI, it essentially consists of and has been specified in five subareas:
· Resource multiplexing
· Dual connectivity
· Timing
· Interference management
· Power control
With respect to the above sub-areas, both dual connectivity and interference management are, if not completely, then almost finalized. Within the remaining three, we see a risk that RAN1 has made some specification choices that will complicate further work, which, considering only one meeting is left, may put the whole subarea at risk.
Among the remaining subareas we also consider the different importance of them. Resource multiplexing and timing are absolute requirements for a functioning eIAB specification whereas power control is not. This becomes even more important when the specified power control functionalities are heading in a direction of relatively high complexity, much more so than power control for mobile UEs, which, to us is a bit contradictory, considering Rel-17 IAB nodes are stationary nodes. The high complexity translates into a likely large specification effort to finalize the specification. That should not be the case at this time for a functionality that is not a must have, but more a nice to have. An alternative is of course to fall back to simpler solutions, requiring a specification effort that is realistic under current circumstances.
[bookmark: _Ref190406817][bookmark: _Toc226862296][bookmark: _Toc347823621][bookmark: _Toc347824073][bookmark: _Toc347824246][bookmark: _Toc87042595]Spending a large amount of time to finalize specification of power control at the expense of timing is not justified.
[bookmark: _Toc87042596]Prioritize timing over power control in 8.10.2.
Also within AI 8.10.1 there are prioritizations to be made. Most importantly is, in our view, to define the behavior  in Hard, Soft and Not Available modes in FDM, since the current TDM definitions are defined per symbol and hence are not applicable. There are furthermore outstanding details on the FDM and SDM configurations that are necessary for proper functionality of resource multiplexing, e.g., RB set size. Closely related to these items is details in DCI format 2_5 for dynamic indication of Soft resources and multiplexing capability/ability signaling. Additionally, resolution of conditions for enabling simultaneous operation related to multiplexing capability and ability are needed as well as guard symbols for timing state transitions. For SDM, details related to beam indication remains. These are all must haves and should be prioritized. Examples on lower prioritized nice to haves, we think, are specifying FDM guard bands, since these are better suited for implementation, or beam indication for multiple MT’s CC vs DU cells.
[bookmark: _Toc87042597]Prioritize the following within AI 8.10.1:
a. [bookmark: _Toc87042598]FDM behavior for Hard, Soft and Not Available, 
b. [bookmark: _Toc87042599]FDM and SDM configuration details,
c. [bookmark: _Toc87042600]DCI format 2_5,
d. [bookmark: _Toc87042601]SDM beam indication details,
e. [bookmark: _Toc87042602]Signaling of multiplexing conditions, including capabilities and abilities, and
f. [bookmark: _Toc87042603]Guard symbols for timing state transitions.
At this point it is also worth considering dual connectivity in relation to the other objectives in the WID. So far it has not been discussed whether dual connectivity should be combined with the simultaneous operation with all its different flavors in timing, interference management and power control. Starting such work now is not advisable and we propose to down prioritize simultaneous operation in dual connectivity scenarios.
[bookmark: _Toc87042604]Down prioritize scenarios including both simultaneous operations and dual connectivity.
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Conclusion
In the previous sections we made the following observations: 
Observation 1	Spending a large amount of time to finalize specification of power control at the expense of timing is not justified.


Based on the discussion in the previous sections we propose the following:
Proposal 1	Prioritize timing over power control in 8.10.2.
Proposal 2	Prioritize the following within AI 8.10.1:
a.	FDM behavior for Hard, Soft and Not Available,
b.	FDM and SDM configuration details,
c.	DCI format 2_5,
d.	SDM beam indication details,
e.	Signaling of multiplexing conditions, including capabilities and abilities, and
f.	Guard symbols for timing state transitions.
Proposal 3	Down prioritize scenarios including both simultaneous operations and dual connectivity.
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