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1	Introduction
The work item on solutions for NR to support non-terrestrial networks (NTN) was approved at RAN#86 and the work item description is updated in [1]. One objective is to specify timing relationship enhancements for NTN. The discussion summary on this topic at RAN1#104bis-e can be found in the feature lead summary [2], and the agreements made can be found in the Appendix.
In this contribution, we discuss the remaining issues of timing relationship enhancements for NTN. 
2	On the signaling and usage of 
It was agreed at RAN1#104e that update of K_offset after initial access is supported. The first remaining issue is about how to update K_offset after initial access. 
K_offset update can come with low frequency. K_offset update is needed only when the movement of the LEO satellite results in a change of propagation delay exceeding a significant part of the K1/K2 value range. The worst case is LEO with Earth fixed cells. Even in this case, it takes minutes for the elevation angle of the satellite to change from 90 degree to 10 degree (which is assumed to be the minimum elevation angle), leading to a change of satellite-UE distance from 600 km to 1932 km. This is equivalent to a change of gNB-UE RTT from 8 ms to 26 ms in transparent NTN. In other words, for the service duration of the satellite towards the fixed area, the change of gNB-UE RTT is about 18 ms every few minutes. For this rate of RTT change, K_offset update would be seldom and thus RRC reconfiguration would be sufficient. 
[bookmark: _Toc71639210]For the worst case of LEO with Earth fixed cells, the change of gNB-UE RTT is about 18 ms every few minutes in transparent NTN with LEO satellites at 600 km. For this rate of RTT change, K_offset update would be seldom and thus RRC reconfiguration would be sufficient. 
[bookmark: _Toc71639213]For updating K_offset after initial access, support only the RRC reconfiguration option.
Another remaining issue is about the applicability of the updated value of K_offset after initial access, which may not be the same as the value broadcast in system information. From individual UE’s perspective, this is not a problem. From system’s perspective, we would need to think about how to align K_offset value across UEs. 
One specific example is that the transmission timing of RAR grant scheduled PUSCH in contention based random access, i.e., Msg3. Note that contention based random access may occur for UEs in connected, i.e., it does not have to be initial access. If K_offset values are different across UEs (due to K_offset update), network does not exactly know when Msg3’s are transmitted by different UEs. This would lead to several issues:
· Potential collision of Msg3’s transmissions and other PUSCH transmissions. To avoid the collision, other PUSCH transmissions cannot be scheduled in slots where Msg3’s transmissions may arrive. The number of such slots is proportional to the maximum difference of K_offset values across UEs. This would lead to a waste of radio resource.
· Network would also need to blindly receive Msg3’s transmissions in all the slots where Msg3’s transmissions may possibly arrive. This would lead to unnecessary network implementation complexity and demodulation burden.
Along this line, the following proposal was discussed at RAN1#104bis with a good level of consensus, despite not agreed yet.

When UE is provided with K_offset value other than the one signaled in system information: 
· The K_offset value signaled in system information is used for 
· The transmission timing of HARQ-ACK on PUCCH to MsgB / Msg4 
· The transmission timing of RAR / fallbackRAR grant scheduled PUSCH 
· The K_offset value other than the one signaled in system information is used for 
· The transmission timing of DCI scheduled PUSCH (including CSI on PUSCH) 
· The transmission timing of HARQ-ACK on PUCCH (except HARQ-ACK on PUCCH to MsgB / Msg4) 
· The CSI reference resource timing 
· The transmission timing of aperiodic SRS 
· The first transmission opportunity of PUSCH in Configured Grant Type 2 
· FFS: the transmission timing adjustment upon the reception of timing advance command



To this end, it would be cleaner if the update of  after initial access is achieved by another parameter, e.g., . 
In addition, during the update of K_offset, there could be an ambiguity period between network and UE about the value of K_offset. To ensure that UE is reachable during the ambiguity period, a fallback mechanism is needed for robust design. Note that fallback DCIs were designed in Rel-15 for the purpose of backup and robustness. In line of this, for the transmissions scheduled by fallback DCIs, the K_offset value signaled in system information is used.

 is updated by , where  is configured after initial access and is zero if not configured.
[bookmark: _Toc71639215]To ensure that UE is always reachable, for the transmissions scheduled by fallback DCIs, the K_offset value signaled in system information is used.
3	On K1 range extension
The following agreement was made at RAN1#104e to extend the value range of K1 from 0-15 to 0-31.
Agreement:
For unpaired spectrum, extend the value range of K1 from (0..15) to (0..31) 
FFS: Whether there is an impact on the size of the PDSCH-to-HARQ_feedback timing indicator field in DCI.

The remaining issue is about the impact on the size of the PDSCH-to-HARQ_feedback timing indicator field in DCI. 
Note that the purpose of K1 range extension is to allow for more flexible network scheduling in unpaired spectrum. Currently, UE can only be configured up to 8 K1 values. If the number of K1 values that can be configured to the UE is not increased, the K1 range extension itself is of little use. This is because that without increasing the number of configured K1 values, the network can hardly use the feature to enable more flexible scheduling of UE HARQ feedback in the uplink slots of the unpaired spectrum.
Given that RAN1 has agreed to increase the K1 range, in the spirit of having a well-functioning feature, we propose that the maximum number of K1 values that can be configured to a UE is increased from 8 to 16.
[bookmark: _Toc71639211]Increasing the maximum number of K1 values that can be configured to a UE from 8 to 16 will not only benefit NTN but also offer significant deployment flexibility for terrestrial 5G NR networks.
[bookmark: _Toc71639216]Increase the maximum number of entries in the higher layer parameter dl-DataToUL-ACK from 8 to 16.
Next, we analyze the impact of increasing the maximum number of entries in the higher layer parameter dl-DataToUL-ACK from 8 to 16 on the size of the PDSCH-to-HARQ_feedback timing indicator field in DCI.
· In fallback DCI 1_0, the PDSCH-to-HARQ_feedback timing indicator field has a fixed number of 3 bits. Note that, according to the existing design, if a UE is provided dl-DataToUL-ACK, the UE does not expect to be indicated by DCI format 1_0 a slot timing value for transmission of HARQ-ACK information that does not belong to the intersection of the set of slot timing values {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8} and the set of slot timing values provided by dl-DataToUL-ACK for the active DL BWP of a corresponding serving cell. As a result, increasing the maximum number of entries in the higher layer parameter dl-DataToUL-ACK from 8 to 16 does not have impact on the size of the PDSCH-to-HARQ_feedback timing indicator field in DCI 1_0.
· In non-fallback DCI 1_1/1_2, the current size of the PDSCH-to-HARQ_feedback timing indicator field is 0, 1, 2, or 3 bits, depending on the number of entries in the higher layer parameter dl-DataToUL-ACK (which is currently up to 8). To support the increase of the maximum number of configured K1 values from 8 to 16, it is straightforward to update the field of configurable size to be 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4 bits, depending on the number of entries in the higher layer parameter dl-DataToUL-ACK (which is increased to 16).
[bookmark: _Toc71639212]The size of the PDSCH-to-HARQ_feedback timing indicator field in DCI 1_0 is not impacted by increasing the maximum number of entries in the higher layer parameter dl-DataToUL-ACK from 8 to 16.
[bookmark: _Toc71639217]In non-fallback DCI 1_1/1_2, the size of the PDSCH-to-HARQ_feedback timing indicator field is 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4 bits, depending on the number of entries in the higher layer parameter dl-DataToUL-ACK (which is proposed to be increased up to 16).
Conclusion
In the previous sections, we discuss timing relationship enhancements for NTN. We made the following observations: 
Observation 1	For the worst case of LEO with Earth fixed cells, the change of gNB-UE RTT is about 18 ms every few minutes in transparent NTN with LEO satellites at 600 km. For this rate of RTT change, K_offset update would be seldom and thus RRC reconfiguration would be sufficient.
Observation 2	Increasing the maximum number of K1 values that can be configured to a UE from 8 to 16 will not only benefit NTN but also offer significant deployment flexibility for terrestrial 5G NR networks.
Observation 3	The size of the PDSCH-to-HARQ_feedback timing indicator field in DCI 1_0 is not impacted by increasing the maximum number of entries in the higher layer parameter dl-DataToUL-ACK from 8 to 16.

Based on the discussion in the previous sections we propose the following:
Proposal 1	For updating K_offset after initial access, support only the RRC reconfiguration option.
Proposal 2	 is updated by , where  is configured after initial access and is zero if not configured.
Proposal 3	To ensure that UE is always reachable, for the transmissions scheduled by fallback DCIs, the K_offset value signaled in system information is used.
Proposal 4	Increase the maximum number of entries in the higher layer parameter dl-DataToUL-ACK from 8 to 16.
Proposal 5	In non-fallback DCI 1_1/1_2, the size of the PDSCH-to-HARQ_feedback timing indicator field is 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4 bits, depending on the number of entries in the higher layer parameter dl-DataToUL-ACK (which is proposed to be increased up to 16).
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Appendix: RAN1 agreements on timing relationships

RAN1#102-e:
Agreement:
· Introduce K_offset to enhance the following timing relationships:
· The transmission timing of DCI scheduled PUSCH (including CSI on PUSCH).
· The transmission timing of RAR grant scheduled PUSCH.
· The transmission timing of HARQ-ACK on PUCCH.
· The CSI reference resource timing.
· The transmission timing of aperiodic SRS.
· Note: Additional timing relationships that require K_offset of the same or different values can be further identified.

Agreement:
For K_offset used in initial access, the information of K_offset is carried in system information. 
· FFS implicit and/or explicit signaling of K_offset in system information.
· FFS a cell specific K_offset value used in all beams of a cell and/or each beam in a cell uses a beam-specific K_offset value.
· FFS whether/how to update K_offset after initial access.


RAN1#103-e:
[bookmark: _Hlk56149827]Agreement:
Introduce K_offset (may or may not be the same as the K_offset value in other timing relationships) to enhance the timing relationship of HARQ-ACK on PUCCH to MsgB.
Agreement:
· For K_offset configured in system information and used in initial access, at least a cell specific K_offset configuration, which is used in all beams of a cell, should be supported.
· FFS: Beam specific K_offset configured in system information and used in initial access.

Working Assumption:
K_offset can be applied to indicate the first transmission opportunity of PUSCH in Configured Grant Type 2 in the same way as K_offset is applied to the transmission timing of DCI scheduled PUSCH.
Conclusion:
The agreement made at RAN1#102-e about introducing K_offset in the transmission timing of RAR grant scheduled PUSCH is also applicable to fallbackRAR scheduled PUSCH.
Agreement:
Denote by K_mac a scheduling offset other than K_offset:
· If downlink and uplink frame timing are aligned at gNB: 
· For UE action and assumption on downlink configuration indicated by a MAC-CE command in PDSCH, K_mac is not needed. 
· For UE action and assumption on uplink configuration indicated by a MAC-CE command in PDSCH, K_mac is not needed.
· If downlink and uplink frame timing are not aligned at gNB: 
· For UE action and assumption on downlink configuration indicated by a MAC-CE command in PDSCH, K_mac is needed. 
· For UE action and assumption on uplink configuration indicated by a MAC-CE command in PDSCH, K_mac is not needed.
· Note: This does not preclude identifying exceptional MAC CE timing relationship(s) that may or may not require K_mac.



RAN1#104-e:
Agreement:
Confirm the following working assumption:
K_offset can be applied to indicate the first transmission opportunity of PUSCH in Configured Grant Type 2 in the same way as K_offset is applied to the transmission timing of DCI scheduled PUSCH.
Agreement:
Update of K_offset after initial access is supported
Agreement:
For unpaired spectrum, extend the value range of K1 from (0..15) to (0..31) 
FFS: Whether there is an impact on the size of the PDSCH-to-HARQ_feedback timing indicator field in DCI.
Working assumption: 
Introduce K_offset to enhance the adjustment of uplink transmission timing upon the reception of a corresponding timing advance command.


RAN1#104bis-e:
Agreement:
For updating K_offset after initial access, at least one of the following options is supported:
· Option 1: RRC reconfiguration
· Option 2: MAC CE
FFS: Other options
Agreement:
· For determination of cell-specific K_offset in system information, down-select one option from below:
· Option 1: Signal one offset value for K_offset
· Note: For example, the value is expected to cover the RTT of service link plus the RTT between serving satellite and reference point
· Option 2: Signal a first offset value and a second offset value. K_offset is equal to the sum of the two offset values
· Note: For example, the first offset value is expected to cover the RTT between serving satellite and reference point or is determined by common TA, and the second offset value is expected to cover RTT of service link
Agreement:
Confirm the following working assumption:
Introduce K_offset to enhance the adjustment of uplink transmission timing upon the reception of a corresponding timing advance command.
Agreement:
When UE is not provided with K_offset value other than the one signaled in system information, the K_offset value signaled in system information is used for all timing relationships that require K_offset enhancement.
Agreement:
UE can be provided by network with a K_mac value.
· When UE is not provided by network with a K_mac value, UE assumes K_mac = 0.
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