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1. Background
In RAN2#112-e, RAN2 discussed UE grouping for paging enhancement in Rel-17 UE power saving WI. RAN2 confirmed that UE grouping is considered as a candidate of paging enhancements for UE power saving. Regarding paging for UE subgroups, RAN2 has discussed and considered the following methods: 
· Paging indication for UE subgroups using paging DCI, with either same-slot or cross-slot scheduling;
· Paging early indication (PEI) / wake-up signal (WUS) for UE subgroups;
· UE subgroup indication by using multiple P-RNTIs;
· Paging for UE subgroups using different time/frequency resources.
From RAN2 perspective, the last two methods are de-prioritized. Notice that these methods are not mutually exclusive.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk25060711][bookmark: _Ref498564494][bookmark: _Hlk521582650]Discussion on subgrouping on PEI and Paging DCI
In RAN 1#103-E meeting, multiple companies had provided simulation results on this issue and the following observation is agreed,
Option 1: For Paging indication for UE subgroups using paging DCI,
Agreements:
Observation: For NR idle/inactive-mode UEs, UE sub-grouping indication within a PO can provide the following power saving gains w.r.t. Rel-16:
· If the original group paging rate is 10%: 
· [0.3%] - [1.1%] where the baseline assumes 1 SS burst for synchronization before PO reception
· [0.4%] - [0.8%] where the baseline assumes 2 SS bursts for synchronization before PO reception
· [0.3%] - [1.0%] where the baseline assumes 3 SS bursts for synchronization before PO reception
· Some sources also evaluated performance if the original group paging rate is in the range between 20% and 80% and showed following results:  
· [0.7%] - [7.6%] where the baseline assumes 1 SS burst for synchronization before PO reception
· [0.8%] - [3.0%] where the baseline assumes 2 SS bursts for synchronization before PO reception
· [0.5%] - [4.7%] where the baseline assumes 3 SS bursts for synchronization before PO reception
The number of UE sub-groups evaluated ranges from 2 to 16.
Some companies show concern on assuming group paging rate larger than 60%.
Note: It is FFS in RAN1 another group paging rate > 10% for the evaluation of Rel-17 paging enhancement.

Option 2: for Paging early indication (PEI) / wake-up signal (WUS) for UE subgroups,
Agreements:
Observation: For NR idle/inactive-mode UEs, UE sub-grouping indication carried in paging early indication can provide the following power saving gains w.r.t Rel-16:
· If the original group paging rate is 10%: 
· [10.6%] –[19.1%] where the baseline assumes 1 SS burst for synchronization before PO reception
· [16.0%] –[36.0%] where the baseline assumes 2 SS bursts for synchronization before PO reception
· [14.3%] –[46.0%] where the baseline assumes 3 SS bursts for synchronization before PO reception
· Some sources also evaluated performance if the original group paging rate is in the range between 20% and 60% and showed following results:  
· [8.0%] –[19.1%] where the baseline assumes 1 SS burst for synchronization before PO reception
· [18.1%] –[34.0%] where the baseline assumes 2 SS bursts for synchronization before PO reception
· [20.6%] –[42.0%] where the baseline assumes 3 SS bursts for synchronization before PO reception
The additional power saving gains w.r.t. paging early indication without UE sub-grouping are given as follows:
· If the original group paging rate is 10%: 
· [0.6%] –[2.7%] where the baseline assumes 1 SS burst for synchronization before PO reception
· [0.6%] –[4.0%] where the baseline assumes 2 SS bursts for synchronization before PO reception
· [0.6%] –[4.7%] where the baseline assumes 3 SS bursts for synchronization before PO reception
· Some sources also evaluated performance if the original group paging rate is in the range between 20% and 60% and showed following results:  
· [1.3%] –[8.0%] where the baseline assumes 1 SS burst for synchronization before PO reception
· [2.1%] –[13.0%] where the baseline assumes 2 SS bursts for synchronization before PO reception
· [3.3%] –[16.1%] where the baseline assumes 3 SS bursts for synchronization before PO reception
The number of UE sub-groups evaluated ranges from 2 to 16.
The power saving gains are dependent on the assumptions about placement of PEI and PO relative to SSB.
Note: It is FFS in RAN1 another group paging rate > 10% for the evaluation of Rel-17 paging enhancement.
Note: Not all sources providing results for paging early indication without UE sub-grouping also provide results for paging early indication with UE sub-grouping.

It is clearly option 1(a.k.a. subgrouping on Paging DCI) can provide marginal power saving gain about 0.3 - 1.1%, while option 2(a.k.a. subgrouping on PEI) can provide significant power saving gain about 10.6 - 46% assuming PO rate is 10%. The big power saving gain difference between these two options exists even with higher PO rate.
To this extend, it is proposed that the sub-grouping indication by using paging PDCCH is not supported. And a corresponding reply LS (R2-2010884) to RAN2 is needed as attched.
Proposal: the sub-grouping indication by using paging PDCCH is not supported. A reply LS of R2-2010884 to RAN2 is proposed.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion
Proposal: the sub-grouping indication by using paging PDCCH is not supported. A reply LS of R1-2100020(R2-2010884) to RAN2 is proposed.
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