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1	Introduction
This document is for the purposes of NR-U maintenance under the enhancements to initial access procedures agenda item.
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]2	Discussion
2.1	RAN2 LS on SFN LSB bits
Several meetings ago, RAN2 sent an LS to RAN1 [2] on the feasibility of including the 2 LSBs of SFN in DCI used for scheduling of msg2 in 4-step RACH and msgB in 2-step RACH for unlicensed operation. RAN1 subsequently replied to RAN2 [3] that for both 2-step RACH and 4-step RACH in NR-U, RAN1 does not identify any issues in using some of the currently reserved bits in DCI 1_0 scheduling msg2/msgB reception. The purpose of including the 2 bits in DCI was to avoid an ambiguity in the interpretation of the RAR message within the RAR window that was agreed by RAN2 to be extended beyond 10 ms for 4-step RACH for operation with shared spectrum channel access and for 2-step RACH regardless of operation mode.
Based on this, RAN1 updated both 38.212 and 38.213 to reflect the inclusion of the SFN LSB bits in DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by RA-RNTI or MsgB-RNTI. Currently in 38.212 Section 7.3.1.2.1 [3], the two LSB bits are always included in DCI 1_0 for 4-step RACH for operation  with shared spectrum channel access, regardless of the size of the RAR window. The same is true for 2-step RACH regardless of operation mode. This is unnecessary, as these bits are not needed if the RAR window is configured to be 10 ms or less. Note that for 4-step RACH, the RAR window is configured by either the RRC parameter ra-ResponseWindow or ra-ResponseWindow-v1610. For 2-step RACH, the RAR window is configured by the RRC parameter msgB-responseWindow-r16.
Furthermore, RAN1 updated the related UE procedure text in Sections 8.2 (4-step RACH) and 8.2A (2-step RACH) of 38.213 [4] to state that the UE reads the 2 SFN LSB bits in DCI "if included, and applicable." For example, the following procedure is specified for 4-step RACH:


The intention of adding the text "if applicable" was to cover the case when the RAR window is configured to be 10 ms or less so that the UE is not mandated to read these bits if it knows that there is no ambiguity. Despite this rather clear intention, the 38.213 does not include any text that defines what "if applicable," means. In the last meeting this was left undefined.If the UE detects the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding RA-RNTI and LSBs of a SFN field in the DCI format 1_0, if included and applicable, are same as corresponding LSBs of the SFN where the UE transmitted PRACH, and the UE receives a transport block in a corresponding PDSCH within the window, the UE passes the transport block to higher layers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]However, now RAN2 has made a new agreement regarding the inclusion of the SFN LSB bits in DCI and has sent a new LS to RAN1 [5]. This new agreement clarifies both UE and gNB behavior. The LS states the following:RAN2 agreed that the gNB signals the SFN bits to the UE only if there is a risk of ambiguity, i.e. if the random access response window or the MSGB response window is larger than 10 ms. The RAR window is configured by ra-ResponseWindow or ra-ResponseWindow-r16 and the MSGB response window is configured by msgB-ResponseWindow-r16.

This agreement requires 38.212 and 38.213 to be further updated as follows:
· 38.212 should state that the 2 SFN LSB bits are only included in DCI 1_0 if either the RAR window or MsgB response window is configured to be larger than 10 ms
· Remove the text "if applicable" in 38.213, since it is now clear when the SFN LSB bits are included in DCI and that the UE must read them when they are included
Based on this discussion we propose the following:
[bookmark: _Toc46744959][bookmark: _Ref46744999]In Section 7.3.1.2.1 of 38.212, update the text to reflect that the SFN LSB bits are only included if the RAR window or MsgB response window is configured to be larger than 10 ms, respectively. In Sections 8.2 and 8.2A of 38.213, remove the wording "if applicable," since now 38.212 explicitly defines under what conditions the UE should read the SFN LSB bits.
Text proposals TP#1 and TP#2 implementing this proposal are included in the Appendix.
[bookmark: _Hlk32238519]2.2	Editorial Correction
In the paragraph above Table 4-1 in 38.213 Sec 4.1, there are quotation marks around the text operation without shared spectrum, which should be removed to align the notation used in this and other specifications for with/without shared spectrum access.
------------------------------------------------- Text Proposal for 38.213, Section 4.1 --------------------------------------------
*** Unchanged text omitted ***
For operation with shared spectrum channel access, a UE assumes that SS/PBCH blocks in a serving cell that are within a same discovery burst transmission window or across discovery burst transmission windows are quasi co-located with respect to average gain, QCL-TypeA, and QCL-TypeD properties, when applicable [6, TS 38.214], if a value of  is same among the SS/PBCH blocks.  is an index of a DM-RS sequence transmitted in a PBCH of a corresponding SS/PBCH block, and  is either provided by ssb-PositionQCL-r16 or, if ssb-PositionQCL-r16 is not provided, obtained from a MIB provided by a SS/PBCH block according to Table 4.1-1 with  [4, TS 38.211]. subCarrierSpacingCommon indicates SCS of RMSI only for the case of "operation without shared spectrum channel access ". The UE can determine an SS/PBCH block index according to , or according to  where  is the candidate SS/PBCH block index. The UE assumes that within a discovery burst transmission window, a number of transmitted SS/PBCH blocks on a serving cell is not larger than  and a number of transmitted SS/PBCH blocks with a same SS/PBCH block index is not larger than one.
*** Unchanged text omitted ***
---------------------------------------------------------- End Text Proposal ------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion
Based on the discussion in this paper we propose the following:
Proposal 1	In Section 7.3.1.2.1 of 38.212, update the text to reflect that the SFN LSB bits are only included if either the RAR window or MsgB response window is configured to be larger than 10 ms. In Sections 8.2 and 8.2A of 38.213, remove the wording "if applicable," since now 38.212 explicitly defines under what conditions the UE should read the SFN LSB bits.
[bookmark: _In-sequence_SDU_delivery]
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Appendix – Text Proposals Related to SFN LSB Bits
The following two text proposals implement Proposal 1.

---------------------------------------- Text Proposal (TP#1) for 38.212, Section 7.3.1.2.1 ------------------------------------
*** Unchanged text omitted ***
The following information is transmitted by means of the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by RA-RNTI or MsgB-RNTI:

-	Frequency domain resource assignment – bits


-	 is the size of CORESET 0 if CORESET 0 is configured for the cell and  is the size of initial DL bandwidth part if CORESET 0 is not configured for the cell
-	Time domain resource assignment – 4 bits as defined in Clause 5.1.2.1 of [6, TS38.214]
-	VRB-to-PRB mapping – 1 bit according to Table 7.3.1.2.2-5
-	Modulation and coding scheme – 5 bits as defined in Clause 5.1.3 of [6, TS38.214], using Table 5.1.3.1-1
-	TB scaling – 2 bits as defined in Clause 5.1.3.2 of [6, TS38.214] 
-	LSBs of SFN – 2 bits for the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by MsgB-RNTI as defined in Clause 8.2A of [5, TS 38.213] if msgB-responseWindow-r16 is configured to be larger than 10 ms; or 2 bits for the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by RA-RNTI as defined in Clause 8.2 of [5, TS 38.213] for operation in a cell with shared spectrum channel access if ra-ResponseWindow or ra-ResponseWindow-v1610 is configured to be larger than 10 ms; 0 bit otherwise
-	Reserved bits – 14 bits for the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by MsgB-RNTI if msgB-responseWindow-r16 is configured to be larger than 10 ms; or 14 bits for the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by RA-RNTI for operation in a cell with shared spectrum channel access if ra-ResponseWindow or ra-ResponseWindow-v1610 is configured to be larger than 10 ms; otherwise 16 bits
*** Unchanged text omitted ***
---------------------------------------------------------- End Text Proposal ------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------- Text Proposal (TP#2) for 38.213, Section 8 ------------------------------------------
*** Unchanged text omitted ***
[bookmark: _Ref491444649][bookmark: _Ref491451289][bookmark: _Ref491451291][bookmark: _Ref491451292][bookmark: _Ref491451293][bookmark: _Ref491451294][bookmark: _Ref491451297][bookmark: _Ref491458133][bookmark: _Toc12021463][bookmark: _Toc20311575][bookmark: _Toc26719400][bookmark: _Toc29894832][bookmark: _Toc29899131][bookmark: _Toc29899549][bookmark: _Toc29917286][bookmark: _Toc36498160][bookmark: _Toc45699186]8.2	Random access response - Type-1 random access procedure
[bookmark: _Hlk505324461]In response to a PRACH transmission, a UE attempts to detect a DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by a corresponding RA-RNTI during a window controlled by higher layers [11, TS 38.321]. The window starts at the first symbol of the earliest CORESET the UE is configured to receive PDCCH for Type1-PDCCH CSS set, as defined in Clause 10.1, that is at least one symbol, after the last symbol of the PRACH occasion corresponding to the PRACH transmission, where the symbol duration corresponds to the SCS for Type1-PDCCH CSS set as defined in Clause 10.1. The length of the window in number of slots, based on the SCS for Type1-PDCCH CSS set, is provided by ra-ResponseWindow. 
If the UE detects the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding RA-RNTI and LSBs of a SFN field in the DCI format 1_0, if included and applicable, are same as corresponding LSBs of the SFN where the UE transmitted PRACH, and the UE receives a transport block in a corresponding PDSCH within the window, the UE passes the transport block to higher layers. The higher layers parse the transport block for a random access preamble identity (RAPID) associated with the PRACH transmission. If the higher layers identify the RAPID in RAR message(s) of the transport block, the higher layers indicate an uplink grant to the physical layer. This is referred to as random access response (RAR) UL grant in the physical layer. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: OLE_LINK7]If the UE does not detect the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding RA-RNTI within the window, or if the UE detects the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding RA-RNTI within the window and LSBs of a SFN field in the DCI format 1_0, if included and applicable, are not same as corresponding LSBs of the SFN where the UE transmitted PRACH, or if the UE does not correctly receive the transport block in the corresponding PDSCH within the window, or if the higher layers do not identify the RAPID associated with the PRACH transmission from the UE, the higher layers can indicate to the physical layer to transmit a PRACH. If requested by higher layers, the UE is expected to transmit a PRACH no later than [image: ] msec after the last symbol of the window, or the last symbol of the PDSCH reception, where [image: ] is a time duration of [image: ] symbols corresponding to a PDSCH processing time for UE processing capability 1 assuming [image: ] corresponds to the smallest SCS configuration among the SCS configurations for the PDCCH carrying the DCI format 1_0, the corresponding PDSCH when additional PDSCH DM-RS is configured, and the corresponding PRACH. For [image: ], the UE assumes [image: ] [6, TS 38.214]. For a PRACH transmission using 1.25 kHz or 5 kHz SCS, the UE determines [image: ] assuming SCS configuration [image: ].
If the UE detects a DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding RA-RNTI and LSBs of a SFN field in the DCI format 1_0, if included and applicable, are same as corresponding LSBs of the SFN where the UE transmitted the PRACH, and the UE receives a transport block in a corresponding PDSCH, the UE may assume same DM-RS antenna port quasi co-location properties, as described in [6, TS 38.214], as for a SS/PBCH block or a CSI-RS resource the UE used for PRACH association, as described in Clause 8.1, regardless of whether or not the UE is provided TCI-State for the CORESET where the UE receives the PDCCH with the DCI format 1_0. 
If the UE attempts to detect the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding RA-RNTI in response to a PRACH transmission initiated by a PDCCH order that triggers a contention-free random access procedure for the SpCell [11, TS 38.321], the UE may assume that the PDCCH that includes the DCI format 1_0 and the PDCCH order have same DM-RS antenna port quasi co-location properties. If the UE attempts to detect the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding RA-RNTI in response to a PRACH transmission initiated by a PDCCH order that triggers a contention-free random access procedure for a secondary cell, the UE may assume the DM-RS antenna port quasi co-location properties of the CORESET associated with the Type1-PDCCH CSS set for receiving the PDCCH that includes the DCI format 1_0.
A RAR UL grant schedules a PUSCH transmission from the UE. The contents of the RAR UL grant, starting with the MSB and ending with the LSB, are given in Table 8.2-1. 
If the value of the frequency hopping flag is 0, the UE transmits the PUSCH without frequency hopping; otherwise, the UE transmits the PUSCH with frequency hopping.
The UE determines the MCS of the PUSCH transmission from the first sixteen indexes of the applicable MCS index table for PUSCH as described in [6, TS 38.214]. 
The TPC command value [image: ] is used for setting the power of the PUSCH transmission, as described in Clause 7.1.1, and is interpreted according to Table 8.2-2. 
The CSI request field is reserved. 
The ChannelAccess-CPext field indicates a channel access type and CP extension for operation with shared spectrum channel access [15, TS 37.213].
Table 8.2-1: Random Access Response Grant Content field size
	RAR grant field
	Number of bits

	Frequency hopping flag
	1

	PUSCH frequency resource allocation
	14, for operation without shared spectrum channel access 
12, for operation with shared spectrum channel access

	PUSCH time resource allocation
	4

	MCS
	4

	TPC command for PUSCH
	3

	CSI request
	1

	ChannelAccess-CPext
	0, for operation without shared spectrum channel access
2, for operation with shared spectrum channel access



Table 8.2-2: TPC Command [image: ] for PUSCH
	TPC Command
	Value (in dB)

	0
	-6

	1
	-4

	2
	-2

	3
	0

	4
	2

	5
	4

	6
	6

	7
	8



Unless the UE is configured a SCS, the UE receives subsequent PDSCH using same SCS as for the PDSCH reception providing the RAR message.
If the UE does not detect the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding RA-RNTI within the window, or if the UE detects the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding RA-RNTI within the window and the LSBs of a SFN field in the DCI format 1_0, if included and applicable, are not same as corresponding LSBs of the SFN where the UE transmitted the PRACH, or the UE does not correctly receive a corresponding transport block within the window, the UE procedure is as described in [11, TS 38.321]. 
[bookmark: _Toc29894833][bookmark: _Toc29899132][bookmark: _Toc29899550][bookmark: _Toc29917287][bookmark: _Toc36498161][bookmark: _Toc45699187]8.2A	Random access response - Type-2 random access procedure
In response to a transmission of a PRACH and a PUSCH, or to a transmission of only a PRACH if the PRACH preamble is mapped to a valid PUSCH occasion, a UE attempts to detect a DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by a corresponding MsgB-RNTI during a window controlled by higher layers [11, TS 38.321]. The window starts at the first symbol of the earliest CORESET the UE is configured to receive PDCCH for Type1-PDCCH CSS set, as defined in Clause 10.1, that is at least one symbol, after the last symbol of the PUSCH occasion corresponding to the PRACH transmission, where the symbol duration corresponds to the SCS for Type1-PDCCH CSS set. The length of the window in number of slots, based on the SCS for Type1-PDCCH CSS set, is provided by msgB-ResponseWindow.
In response to a transmission of a PRACH, if the PRACH preamble is not mapped to a valid PUSCH occasion, a UE attempts to detect a DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by a corresponding MsgB-RNTI during a window controlled by higher layers [11, TS 38.321]. The window starts at the first symbol of the earliest CORESET the UE is configured to receive PDCCH for Type1-PDCCH CSS set, as defined in Clause 10.1, that is at least one symbol, after the last symbol of the PRACH occasion corresponding to the PRACH transmission, where the symbol duration corresponds to the SCS for Type1-PDCCH CSS set. The length of the window in number of slots, based on the SCS for Type1-PDCCH CSS set, is provided by msgB-ResponseWindow.
If the UE detects the DCI format 1_0, with CRC scrambled by the corresponding MsgB-RNTI and LSBs of a SFN field in the DCI format 1_0, if included applicable, are same as corresponding LSBs of the SFN where the UE transmitted PRACH, and the UE receives a transport block in a corresponding PDSCH within the window, the UE passes the transport block to higher layers. The higher layers indicate to the physical layer
-	an uplink grant if the RAR message(s) is for fallbackRAR and a random access preamble identity (RAPID) associated with the PRACH transmission is identified, and the UE procedure continues as described in Clauses 8.2, 8.3, and 8.4 when the UE detects a RAR UL grant, or
-	transmission of a PUCCH with HARQ-ACK information having ACK value if the RAR message(s) is for successRAR, where 
-	a PUCCH resource for the transmission of the PUCCH is indicated by PUCCH resource indicator field of 4 bits in the successRAR from a PUCCH resource set that is provided by pucch-ResourceCommon 
-	a slot for the PUCCH transmission is indicated by a PDSCH-to-HARQ_feedback timing indicator field of 3 bits in the successRAR having a value  from {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8} and, with reference to slots for PUCCH transmission having duration , the slot is determined as , where  is a slot of the PDSCH reception and  is as defined for PUSCH transmission in Table 6.1.2.1.1-5 of [6, TS 38.214]
-	the UE does not expect the first symbol of the PUCCH transmission to be after the last symbol of the PDSCH reception by a time smaller than  msec where  is the PDSCH processing time for UE processing capability 1 [6, TS 38.214]
-	for operation with shared spectrum channel access, a channel access type and CP extension [15, TS 37.213] for a PUCCH transmission is indicated by a ChannelAccess-CPext field in the successRAR 
-	the PUCCH transmission is with a same spatial domain transmission filter and in a same active UL BWP as a last PUSCH transmission
If the UE detects the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by a C-RNTI and a transport block in a corresponding PDSCH within the window, the UE transmits a PUCCH with HARQ-ACK information having ACK value if the UE correctly detects the transport block or NACK value if the UE incorrectly detects the transport block and the time alignment timer is running [11, TS 38.321]. 
If the UE detects a DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding MsgB-RNTI and receives a transport block within the window in a corresponding PDSCH, the UE may assume same DM-RS antenna port quasi co-location properties, as described in [6, TS 38.214], as for a SS/PBCH block the UE used for PRACH association, as described in Clause 8.1, regardless of whether or not the UE is provided TCI-State for the CORESET where the UE receives the PDCCH with the DCI format 1_0.
The UE does not expect to be indicated to transmit the PUCCH with the HARQ-ACK information at a time that is prior to a time when the UE applies a TA command that is provided by the transport block. If the UE does not detect the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding MsgB-RNTI within the window, or if the UE detects the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding MsgB-RNTI within the window and LSBs of a SFN field in the DCI format 1_0, if included applicable, are not same as corresponding LSBs of the SFN where the UE transmitted the PRACH, or if the UE does not correctly receive the transport block in the corresponding PDSCH within the window, or if the higher layers do not identify the RAPID associated with the PRACH transmission from the UE, the higher layers can indicate to the physical layer to transmit only PRACH according to Type-1 random access procedure or to transmit both PRACH and PUSCH according to Type-2 random access procedure [11, TS 38.321]. If requested by higher layers, the UE is expected to transmit a PRACH no later than  msec after the last symbol of the window, or the last symbol of the PDSCH reception, where  is a time duration of  symbols corresponding to a PDSCH processing time for UE processing capability 1 when additional PDSCH DM-RS is configured. For , the UE assumes  [6, TS 38.214].
Unless the UE is configured a SCS, the UE receives subsequent PDSCH using same SCS as for the PDSCH reception providing the RAR message.
If the UE does not detect the DCI format 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding MsgB-RNTI within the window, or if the UE detects the 1_0 with CRC scrambled by the corresponding MsgB-RNTI within the window and LSBs of a SFN field in the DCI format 1_0, if included applicable, are not same as corresponding LSBs of the SFN where the UE transmitted the PRACH, or the UE does not correctly receive a corresponding transport block within the window, the UE procedure is as described in [11, TS 38.321].
*** Unchanged text omitted ***
---------------------------------------------------------- End Text Proposal ------------------------------------------------------------
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