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1 Introduction
During the RAN#86 meeting, one study item was set to study the support of reduced capability NR devices. The main use cases of the reduced capability devices are industrial wireless sensors, video surveillance and wearables. The following objectives are expected be achieved during the study item [1].
	Identify and study potential UE complexity reduction features, including [RAN1, RAN2]: 

· Reduced number of UE RX/TX antennas

· UE Bandwidth reduction 

Note: Rel-15 SSB bandwidth should be reused and L1 changes minimized 

· Half-Duplex-FDD 

· Relaxed UE processing time 

· Relaxed UE processing capability 

Note1: The work defined above should not overlap with LPWA use cases. The lowest capability considered should be no less than an LTE Category 1bis modem.

Study UE power saving and battery lifetime enhancement for reduced capability UEs in applicable use cases (e.g. delay tolerant) [RAN2, RAN1]: 

· Reduced PDCCH monitoring by smaller numbers of blind decodes and CCE limits [RAN1].

· Extended DRX for RRC Inactive and/or Idle [RAN2]

· RRM relaxation for stationary devices [RAN2]

Study functionality that will enable the performance degradation of such complexity reduction to be mitigated or limited, including [RAN1]:

· Coverage recovery to compensate for potential coverage reduction due to the device complexity reduction. 
Study standardization framework and principles for how to define and constrain such reduced capabilities – considering definition of a limited set of one or more device types and considering how to ensure those device types are only used for the intended use cases [RAN2, RAN1].

Study functionality that will allow devices with reduced capabilities to be explicitly identifiable to networks and network operators, and allow operators to restrict their access, if desired [RAN2, RAN1].

Note2: Potential overlap with coverage enhancements study is discussed and resolved in RAN#87.

Note3: Coexistence with Rel-15 and Rel-16 UE should be ensured

Note4: This SI should focus on SA mode and single connectivity




In this contribution, we will focus on the discussion on the reduced PDCCH monitoring. Firstly we analyse the potential aspects can be considered for the PDCCH monitoring reduction and then figure out the possible PDCCH monitoring solutions for the reduced capability devices. At last our views will be revealed based on the discussion.  

2 Discussion
In NR, PDCCH monitoring occasions are configured and UEs are only required to perform PDCCH detection on the configured occasions. To be more specific, the PDCCH monitoring occasions are configured in terms of PDCCH monitoring periodicity, PDCCH monitoring duration in slots and the monitoring pattern in one slot. For different UEs, different parameters can be configured to adapt the traffic feature and the power saving requirement. In each PDCCH monitoring occasion, the aggregation level and the number of PDCCH candidates for each aggregation level are further configured. Similarly, the supported aggregation levels and the corresponding number of PDCCH candidates can be configured in UE specific way based on for example, the channel status. 
Reducing the PDCCH monitoring is not a new topic and many possible directions were raised and discussed before. The following are some options
· Option 1: Reduce the PDCCH monitoring occasions

· Option 2: Reduce the number of blind decoding in each PDCCH monitoring occasion

· Option 3: Wake-up or go to sleep indication to avoid unnecessary PDCCH monitoring 

· Option 4: Multi-TB scheduling. E.g., Scheduling multiple TBs in multiple slots or scheduling multiple TBs in multiple CC

· Option 5: Scheduling without PDCCH

For option 1 and option 2, they are already supported in current PDCCH monitoring mechanism. For example, when the gNBs figure out the traffic for one UE becomes sparse, then gNBs could prolong the monitoring periodicity by adjusting the parameters of PDCCH monitoring occasions. 
For Option 3, PDCCH-based power saving signalling is introduced before the on-duration time to inform UE to wake up or keep sleeping during the upcoming active time in the C-DRX case.  Besides the C-DRX case, we can further study whether the idea of power saving can be extended to some other use cases. For example, during the active time, UEs would monitor PDCCH in periodic way, before each PDCCH monitoring period, such power saving signal could help to inform UE to continue the PDCCH monitoring or skip this monitoring period. 
For Option 4, one typical example is multi-TB scheduling as demonstrated in Fig. 1. One PDCCH would schedule multiple TBs in time domain and some scheduling information such as MCS and resource allocation are common for the scheduled TBs. Currently, this kind of scheduling manner was already introduced for MTC UEs in case of scheduling of packet with large size. In MTC, the target usage scenario of multi-TB scheduling is that UE is in relatively stable channel status and the scheduling information is quite similar in multiple slots. Actually, for reduced capability UEs, some usage scenarios are quite similar to that of MTC UEs. For example, industrial sensors and video surveillances are of little mobility and the channel status is quite stable as well. In this case, extending the idea of multi-TB scheduling to the reduced capability devices is feasible. 
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Figure 1 Example of multi-TB scheduling
Proposal 1: Consider the multi-TB scheduling for reduced capability devices 

For option 5, gNB preconfigures the scheduling information and reserves the resource for the coming traffic. On the UE side, once the traffic generated, UEs transmit the data based on the preconfigured scheduling information on the reserved resource directly without PDCCH scheduling. In connected mode, the SPS scheduling or the configured grant scheduling is a kind of scheduling without PDCCH. For UE in idle mode or inactive mode in NR, there is no such mechanism currently. UEs in idle mode have to perform the RACH to enter the connected mode and receive PDCCH for the scheduling. For MTC and NB-IoT, UEs in idle mode directly transmit data without RACH and PDCCH was specified in release 16. The typical application scenario is that UEs are of low mobility and then the previous TA can be maintained even without RACH. Meanwhile, it is better for the periodic traffic for better resource reservation and scheduling information determination. For reduced capability devices such as industrial sensors and surveillance camera, the traffic situation and deployment scenario are quite similar to the typical usage case of scheduling without PDCCH in MTC/NB-IoT. For example, for the video surveillances, the deployment locations are fixed and they would upload the information periodically. Hence, considering this situation, scheduling without PDCCH in both connected mode and idle mode should be considered. 
Proposal 2: Consider scheduling without PDCCH in both connected mode and idle mode
For reduced capability UEs, as analysed in our companion contribution [2], there is about 7 dB coverage loss if the number of Rx is reduced from 4 to 1 and then some coverage recovery solutions such as time domain repetitions will be performed on PDCCH. Hence, reducing the PDCCH monitoring in the repetition case should be investigated as well. 
When the gNB send the PDCCH with certain repetitions, it is possible that UEs could successfully decode the PDCCH before the end of repetitions. In this case, certain PDCCH early termination mechanisms should be supported to allow the UE skip the remaining repetitions and have a micro sleep for power saving. For example, an indicator of repetition number is included in DCI, then UE could figure out when to wake up to transmit or receive the scheduled data. 

When the repetition is supported in PDCCH, then the PDCCH blind decoding is not only related to the hypothesis on the aggregation level and corresponding PDCCH locations but also related to hypothesis on the number of repetitions.  On the UE side, UE need to combine different number of repetitions with different assumption on the aggregation level and PDCCH candidate locations. As for the mapping relationship between the candidate number of repetitions and the aggregation level and corresponding PDCCH candidate locations, there are two alternatives. 
· Alternative 1: For different number of repetitions, they are mapped with the same set of aggregation level and PDCCH candidate locations. As shown in the example in Table. 1, UEs are configured with repetitions of 1,2,4,8. For all the repetitions, UEs have to perform the blind decoding with the assumption of aggregation level 4,8,16 on corresponding PDCCH locations. Then, the maximum total number of blind decoding is 16. 
· Alternative 2: For different number of repetitions, they are mapped with different set of aggregation level and PDCCH candidate locations. As shown in the example in Table. 2, UEs are configured with repetitions of 1,2,4,8. But different number of repetitions are mapped with different set of aggregation level and PDCCH candidate locations. For example, when UE assume the number of repetitions is 1, then UEs perform the blind decoding with the assumption of 4,8,16, while when UE assume the number of repetitions is 8, then UE just only perform the blind decoding with the assumption of aggregation level 16. The maximum total number of blind decodings is 8. 
Table 1 Example of Alternative 1
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Table 2 Example of alternative 2
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Alternative 1 may outperform alternative 2 from the perspective of simple configuration. However, with the increasing number of repetitions, the possibility of use lower aggregation less decreases, then there is no real need to configure the same set of aggregation level for all the candidate repetition numbers. Thus, from our perspective, alternative 2 is preferable from the perspective of reduced number of blind decoding and the feasibility. 
Proposal 3: Investigate the reduction of PDCCH monitoring in the case of coverage recovery
3 Conclusion
In this contribution, we discuss the potential solutions for the PDCCH monitoring reduction. Based on the discussion, our views are summarized as follows
Proposal 1: Consider the multi-TB scheduling for reduced capability devices 

Proposal 2: Consider scheduling without PDCCH in both connected mode and idle mode
Proposal 3: Investigate the reduction of PDCCH monitoring in the case of coverage recovery
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