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Introduction
This contribution discusses remaining maintenance issues for specifications supporting multiplexing of access and backhaul links.
Guard Symbols MAC CE 
During RAN2#109bis-e a LS was sent to RAN1 regarding the following RAN1 and RAN2 agreements:

     RAN1#99 agreement:

     Agreements:
Desired Guard Symbols and Provided Guard Symbols are provided per cell and use 3 bits for each of the 8 transitions to indicate the number of guard symbols.
· In Rel-16, a range of 0-4 symbols are supported for each transition. Additional entries are reserved for future use
· A new parameter GuardSymbol-SCS is also provided which indicates the reference SCS (FR1: {15kHz, 30kHz, 60kHz}, FR2: {60kHz, 120kHz}) to be used for the guard symbols.


      RAN2#109-e agreement:

RAN2 will design one single fixed-length Guard Symbols MAC CE, containing values (or indices mapped thereto) of all 8 parameters introduced by RAN1.

with the following action for RAN1:

RAN2 would very much appreciate it if RAN1 could inform RAN2 at their earliest convenience whether there is a requirement that Number of Guard Symbols should be applied to a specific cell, or if the Number of Guard Symbols applies across all the cells in the cell group.

While the RAN1 agreement states that the Number of Guard Symbols is provided per cell, in case of CA, multiple cells could in theory share a common value and thus reduce the signaling overhead of multiple MAC CEs. However, if the access UEs connected to the IAB-DU of the IAB-node are not using the same cells as the IAB-MT of the IAB-node (for example due to inter-band CA), fewer Guard Symbols may be needed on some cells rather than others. Additional scenarios where there are differences across cells may be observed in Rel-17 when SDM/Full-Duplex operation is supported. Given that the Number of Guard Symbols is not expected to change very frequently, it seems preferable to keep the flexibility of applying the Number of Guard Symbols to a specific cell instead of the all cells of a cell group.

Proposal 1: Inform RAN2 that the Number of Guard Symbols should be applied to a specific cell and not all the cells in the cell group.
IAB Terminology Update
In the latest version of TS 38.300 the following definitions for IAB have been agreed:

IAB-donor: gNB that provides network access to UEs via a network of backhaul and access links.
IAB-donor-CU: as defined in TS 38.401 [4].
IAB-donor-DU: as defined in TS 38.401 [4]. 
IAB-DU: gNB-DU functionality supported by the IAB-node to terminate the NR access interface to UEs and next-hop IAB-nodes, and to terminate the F1 protocol to the gNB-CU functionality, as defined in TS 38.401 [4], on the IAB-donor.
IAB-MT: IAB-node function that terminates the Uu interface to the parent node using the procedures and behaviours specified for UEs unless stated otherwise. IAB-MT function used in 38series of 3GPP Specifications corresponds to IAB-UE function defined in TS 23.501 [3].
IAB-node: RAN node that supports NR access links to UEs and NR backhaul links to parent nodes and child nodes. The IAB-node does not support backhauling via LTE.

As a result, there is no longer a notion of a IAB-node DU or IAB-node MT, rather an IAB-node contains IAB-DU and IAB-MT functionality.

Proposal 2: All instances of IAB-node DU should be replaced with IAB-DU and all instances of IAB-node MT should be replaced with IAB-MT in TS 38.213.

Conclusion
The following proposals were made: 

Proposal 1: Inform RAN2 that the Number of Guard Symbols should be applied to a specific cell and not all the cells in the cell group.

Proposal 2: All instances of IAB-node DU should be replaced with IAB-DU and all instances of IAB-node MT should be replaced with IAB-MT in TS 38.213.



