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1	Introduction
At RAN #98e the end of Rel-18 was adjusted according to RP-222730 and RP-223528. The functional freeze for RAN1 was set to Dec. 2023 and the functional freeze for RAN2/3/4 to Mar. 2024. Further the final ASN.1 freeze was set to Jun 2024 (with a first review in March 2024). It was left to RAN #99 to discuss the timing of Rel-19, which is what we discuss in this contribution. 

[bookmark: _Toc67770514][bookmark: _In-sequence_SDU_delivery]2	Discussion
We see that 3GPP should go back to a principle of 18 months releases and define a reasonable scoped release to fit within the release. By that having to avoid doing an extension of the release as was done for Rel-18 (and for Rel-17). This is particular important now with 6G around the corner and to have predictable release planning so that 3GPP can later fit its schedule to both future market needs and external timelines set by, for example, ITU. Figure 1 illustrates how we would foresee Rel-19, i.e. 
· with staggered start/ending of the working groups,
· ASN. 1 freeze 1 Q4 2025
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Figure 1: Rel-19 timing

[bookmark: _Toc129598323]Rel-19 is an 18-month release
[bookmark: _Toc129598324]A delayed completion of Rel-19 or a “maintenance only quarter” should be avoided by reasonably scoping the Rel-19 content to be manageable within 18months
[bookmark: _Toc129598325]Start of Rel-19 is Dec 2023 for RAN WG1 and March 2024 for RAN WG2/3/4 
[bookmark: _Toc129598326]Stage 3 freeze is set to September 2025 and ASN.1 freeze to Dec 2025

3	Conclusion
It is important that 3GPP agrees on reasonably scoped Rel-19, to achieve a good market prediction for Rel-19 and to able align future timings of the release we propose the following:
Proposal 1	Rel-19 is an 18-month release
Proposal 2	A delayed completion of Rel-19 or a “maintenance only quarter” should be avoided by reasonably scoping the Rel-19 content to be manageable within 18months
Proposal 3	Start of Rel-19 is Dec 2023 for RAN WG1 and March 2024 for RAN WG2/3/4
Proposal 4	Stage 3 freeze is set to September 2025 and ASN.1 freeze to Dec 2025
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