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[bookmark: _Hlk116500371]1. Overall Description:
3GPP RAN would like to thank 5G-ACIA for their LS requesting the status of the specification work for use cases and requirements for supporting sidelink for industrial factory applications within 3GPP.

In response to the following action to 3GPP:
5G-ACIA would like to be informed if and how these requirements have been addressed by stages 2 and 3 and if not, whether there are any ongoing or planned activities to address them.

[bookmark: _Hlk121942343]Regarding the requirements to support sidelink communication for UEs supporting factory applications that belong to a private network (either standalone NPN or public-network integrated NPN).
· 3GPP RAN clarifies that NR sidelink communication (inclusive of Rel-18) focuses on commercial, V2X and public safety services. Support of time-sensitive sidelink communication including latency, reliability, availability and precise clock synchronization requirements for deterministic services as described in TS 22.104 has not been addressed so far. However, we also note that standalone NPN, public network NPN, and sidelink communications are already supported in 3GPP (the necessary signalling is already in place and could be leveraged for the new use cases from RAN perspective).

Regarding the requirement to support positioning for a UE that is out of coverage.
· 3GPP RAN clarifies that there is ongoing work in Release 18 to support sidelink positioning (including ranging) for in-coverage, out-of-coverage and partial-coverage for commercial, V2X, Public Safety, and IIoT use cases (NR_pos_enh2) with an accuracy requirement of < 1m and up to 100 MHz bandwidth in FR1 spectrum. 

3GPP work is driven by company contributions, so companies interested in supporting device-to-device communication for industrial applications can propose corresponding study/work items following the 3GPP working procedures and work plan in the related 3GPP TSGs and Working Groups.


2. Actions:
To 5G Alliance for Connected Industries and Automation (5G-ACIA): 3GPP RAN respectfully asks 5G-ACIA to take into account the feedback above.

3. Dates of Next 3GPP RAN Meetings:
RAN#100			June 12-14, 2023					Taipei
RAN#101			September 11-15, 2023					India, IN
