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There were ~360 participants on this CC.
[bookmark: _Hlk51163284]Attendees: The following companies were recorded as present (list not exhaustive or verified)
Airbus
Anterix
Apple
AT&T
BMWK
Bosch
BT
CableLabs
Canon
CATT
CBN
Charter
China Telecom
China Unicom
CHTTL_Bo
CMCC
DENSO
Deutsche Telekom
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Ericsson
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Fujitsu
Futurewei
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Google
Huawei
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Intel
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KPN
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Lenovo
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Meta
MITRE
MTK
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Orange
OTD
Panasonic
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Philips
Qualcomm
Rakuten Mobile
Samsung
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Sony
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Telecom Italia
Telefonica
Telia Company
Telstra
Tencent
Thales
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T-Mobile USA
Toyota
TTA
US NSA
Verizon
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Vodafone
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ZTE
TSG SA Chair
TSG SA VC
SA1 Chair
SA2 Chair
SA2 Chair
SA3 Chair
SA4 Chair
SA5 Chair
SA6 Chair
TSG RAN Chair
TSG RAN VC
RAN1 Chair
RAN2 Chair
RAN3 Chair
RAN4 Chair
TSG CT Chair
CT3 Chair

IPR call reminder:
"I draw your attention to your obligations under the 3GPP Partner Organizations' IPR policies. Every Individual Member organization is obliged to declare to the Partner Organization or Organizations of which it is a member any IPR owned by the Individual Member or any other organization which is or is likely to become essential to the work of 3GPP.
Delegates are asked to take note that they are thereby invited:
-	to investigate whether their organization or any other organization owns IPRs which are, or are likely to become Essential in respect of the work of 3GPP.
-	to notify their respective Organizational Partners of all potential IPRs, e.g., for ETSI, by means of the IPR Information Statement and the Licensing declaration forms"
Antitrust policy Reminder:
"I also draw your attention to the fact that 3GPP activities are subject to all applicable antitrust and competition laws and that compliance with said laws is therefore required of any participant of this TSG/WG meeting including the Chairman and Vice Chairman. In case of question I recommend that you contact your legal counsel.
The leadership shall conduct the present meeting with impartiality and in the interests of 3GPP.
Furthermore, I would like to remind you that timely submission of work items in advance of TSG/WG meetings is important to allow for full and fair consideration of such matters."



1	Opening of the CC
The TSG SA Chair welcomed delegates to the CC.
2	Documents from TSG Chairs
SP-221311 (DISCUSSION) RAN Planning (Source: TSG RAN Chair, RAN WG1 Chair, RAN WG2 Chair, RAN WG3 Chair, RAN WG4 Chair, RAN WG5 Chair)
Document for: Approval
Abstract: 
Endorsed RAN meeting planning (2023). Proposal: No change to the original RAN Rel-18 timeline, i.e.: Target Sept 2023 for RAN WG1 functional freeze Target Dec 2023 for RAN WG2/3/4 functional freeze Target Mar 2024 for ASN.1 freeze For better Rel-18 RAN specification stability, RAN WG1: 4Q 2023 is fully dedicated to Rel-18 maintenance RAN WG2/3/4: 1Q 2024 is fully dedicated to Rel-18 maintenance Target RAN R19 RAN WG1/2/3 package approval in Dec 23 (RAN#102) and RAN WG4 package approval in Mar 24 (RAN#103).
Comment: SP-221311: Created at meeting.
Discussion:
The TSG RAN Chair was thanked for this information which was used for the Rel-18 timeline discussions and was noted.
Status: Noted.
SP-221308 (DISCUSSION) TSG CT view on Rel-18 Planning (Source: TSG CT Chair)
Document for: Discussion
Abstract: 
CT view on possible Rel-18 Stage 2 extension:
Hardline:
-	Ensure 9 months between stage 2 freeze and the stage 3 freeze.
-	To grant enough time for TSG cross-coordination.
-	For CT, Stage 2 requirements coming from SA2 but also from SA3, SA4, SA5, SA6.
-	Ensure 3 months between stage 3 freeze and ASN.1/OpenAPI freeze.
-	To avoid protocol backward incompatible change and provide some buffer protocol consolidation.
-	Common CT stage 3/RAN functional freeze date and ASN.1/OpenAPI freeze date.
If Stage 2 freeze date is maintained.
-	The number of Stage 2 WI exceptions should remain 'under control'.
-	Having too many stage 2 WI exceptions would mean a stage 3 done in only 6 months, which would contradict the 9 months hardine.
If Stage 2 freeze date shifted by X months.
-	Stage 3 AND ASN.1/OpenAPI freeze dates MUST be shifted by X months.
-	Limited stage 2 WI exceptions should be allowed after the stage 2 freeze.
Comment: SP-221308: Created at meeting. CC#2: Noted.
Discussion:
CC#2: Ericsson thanked the TSG CT Chair for this information and agreed that the main discussion should be to ensure that the Stage 2 WGs have enough time to complete the Rel 18 work with reasonable content and quality. MediaTek asked whether TSG CT saw any way for CT WGs to use the output in Q2/2023 as it appears that CT WGs will not be able to work on the Stage 3 until the Stage 2 is stable. The TSG CT Chair commented that it is important to provide information on the stability of the Stage 2 work that is completing on time and those which exceptions are needed and will mean that the Stage 3 cannot be completed in time, so a strict method of handling WI exceptions needs to be adopted to keep exceptions to a low level. The TSG SA Chair commented that when the exceptions are available in March, TSG CT will then be able to determine the impact on their work, so not everything in Stage 2 needs to be complete before CT WGs can start work. The TSG CT Chair replied that this is the case, but where WIs are not at least 80% complete, this can cause delays for CT WGs starting work on those exceptions.
Ericsson commented that if we keep the current timeline then it is very likely we will be in the same situation as for exceptions for Rel 17 and a 3 month extension would reduce the need for a large number of exceptions for SA WG2. The SA WG2 Chair asked whether the RAN 'maintenance' period implies that the freeze is not yet implementable and asked whether a similar mechanism can be used in CT WGs. The TSG CT Chair replied that the 3 months is needed for OpenAPI checking and production and after this time some late corrections may be made during a 'maintenance' period. MediaTek commented that if there are Stage 2 items not ready by the deadlines, then some features may need to be abandoned for Rel 18 and this would have an impact also on the specifications in other WGs. Nokia commented that the Rel 17 Stage 2 exceptions did have a large impact on CT WGs and this should be avoided for Rel 18 if possible and assumed that CT WGs can start work where they see the stability of each WI from Status Reports, etc. without waiting for exception requests to be endorsed. Huawei commented that it appears from the presentation that 1 year is needed from the Stage 2 Freeze for Stage 3 ASN.1 and OpenAPI to Freeze.
The TSG CT Chair was thanked for this presentation, which was then noted.
Joint SA-RAN-CT CC: The TSG CT Chair was thanked for this information which was used for the Rel-18 timeline discussions.
Status: Noted.
SP-221315 (DISCUSSION) 3GPP SA, RAN, CT Rel-18 Timeline (Source: TSG SA Chair)
Document for: Endorsement
Abstract: 
3GPP SA, RAN, CT Rel-18 Timeline.
Comment: SP-221315: Created at meeting.
Discussion:
The TSG SA Chair provide SP-221315_rev1. The TSG RAN Chair commented that the timeline had been taken seriously in TSG RAN and now there is a potential difference between the coding freeze dates and this should be discussed with a view to aligning them. The TSG CT Chair commented that the only issue from the TSG CT perspective is the OpenAPI and CTprot freeze date.
Vodafone commented that in Rel‑17 the RAN freeze was done with a warning not to use the code until 3 months later and asked how TSG CT had handled this. The TSG CT Chair replied that for Rel‑17 they were forced to freeze the OpenAPI at the same time as the Stage 3 freeze, due to the shift in timelines agreed as a result of the late Stage 2 requirements. This should be avoided for future Releases. Nokia commented that this situation should not happen as in practice, there is no workable output until the coding Freeze and therefore it would be practical to move the coding freeze to June 2024. TIM agreed that the code freeze should be done when the checking and verification can be made and June 2024 should be used. OPPO commented that it is a good choice for the RAN schedule to avoid additional functional content from being included during the 'maintenance phase'. Huawei commented that the decisions of each TSG should be respected and the RAN schedule should be kept as it is and RAN ASN.1 checking should start in Q1/2024 in order not to further delay the Rel‑18 timeline beyond June 2024. ZTE commented that the work done on this in all TSGs should be kept with an alignment of the overall completion and keeping the RAN functional Freeze dates as agreed in TSG RAN in December 2023. Some exceptions may still be needed to handle inter-TSG dependencies. This should be handled by close inter WG coordination. MediaTek commented that there is a high bar for ASN.1 changes after the functional freeze date and making further changes after the functional freeze dates can destabilise the ASN.1 work and suggested the overall situation is again reviewed in March 2023. T-Mobile commented that so far there is no Rel‑16 product in the Market and would prefer to make sure we provide the best quality functionality in the Release, providing enough time to achieve this. Verizon commented that there are some critical Features which are urgently needed and see no reason to delay except for alignment with other WGs. Verizon are very concerned with the management of the Project and once the Master schedule plan is determined, time should be provided time to think about it and support the TSG RAN Chair request to keep the TSG RAN endorsed timeline. Samsung considered this presentation took into account the decisions of all the TSGs and suggested keeping the freeze dates as shown and reviewing this again in March. Ericsson agreed that the timeline shown here is acceptable and that a Milestone should be set for a review in March 2023. CATT commented that the planning appeared feasible and we can review again in a later meeting. New H3C asked about the Rel‑19 scheduling. The TSG SA Chair replied that TSG SA will discuss Rel‑19 separately from the Rel‑18 timeline. New H3C suggested removing the RAN Rel‑19 timeline from the slides to clarify this. Qualcomm commented that no change in the RAN schedule is needed and TSG CT can determine whether any timeline shift is necessary in a future meeting. The Release scheduling process should be reviewed with the goal of identifying critical large Features which may be able to start before the end of Rel‑18. AT&T asked for new ideas, such as the RAN 'maintenance' phase is not widely publicised as a 3GPP process. It was clarified that this is only an internal 3GPP working tool. Ericsson supported having a check point in March 2023 and a full functional Freeze in June 2024. Vodafone agreed that Stage 2 freeze needs to be shifted to June 2023 and this fits with the schedules indicated by CT and RAN for coding freeze in June 2024.
The TSG RAN Chair summarized that the target is for ASN.1 freeze in March 2024, with a check point in June 2023.
The TSG CT Chair commented that if the Stage 3 is shifted by 3 Months then the Stage 3 ASN.1 Freeze would be targeted for June 2024.
The MCC Work Plan Manager commented that there is a need for a consolidated decision for 2023, but for 2024, there can be some open items for further discussion. 
The TSG SA Chair summarized that the main issue is the difference between the RAN and SA/CT ASN.1 freeze dates. The TSG RAN Chair suggested setting in the RAN Rel-18 timeline, the first ASN.1 Freeze Review as March 2024 and setting the ASN.1 Freeze date as June 2024. 49 companies indicated they supported this.
This was revised in SP-221317, which was endorsed.
Status: Endorsed.
3	Related documents handled in TSG SA
SP-221310 (DISCUSSION) Rel-18/ Rel-19 Planning (Source: MediaTek Inc.)
Document for: Approval
Abstract: 
Related to both Agenda 7.3 and 7.4. Discussion on Rel-18 and Rel-19 Planning.
Comment: SP-221310: Revision of SP-221215_rev1. CC#2: Endorsed.
Discussion:
CC#2: A show of hands on the proposals in SP-221310 and SP-221307 was held.
Show of hands.
SP-221310 Proposal:
	Yes:	43.
KPN-Jos Adema;  Deutsche Telekom - Johannes Achter;  Sony - Lars Nord;  Kontron Peter Beicht;  Intel - Saso Stojanovski;  jean yves fine (Thales);  Orange - Xiaobao Chen;  TIM - MariaPia Galante;  J Trakinat (TMUS);  Interdigital - Saad Ahmad;  UIC - Guillaume Gach;  Verizon - Gerry Libunao;  ZTE-Jinguo;  CableLabs Sriram Sundar;  Philips - Walter Dees;  Google - Ellen Liao;  Apple - Krisztian Kiss;  Novamint - Thierry Bérisot;  Airbus - Francois Piroard;  Lenovo - Apostolis;  OPPO - Tricci So;  Nokia - Yannick Lair;  BT - Afolabi Agbede;  ERICSSON-Krister Sallberg;  FirstNet--Dean Prochaska;  MATRIXX Software - Gerald Görmer;  Vodafone - Susana Sabater;  KDDI - Yusuke Nakano;  Spreadtrum - Lifeng Han;  MediaTek Inc. - Mehrdad Shariat;  Curt Wong - Meta;  Avanti - Simon WATTS;  TELUS-Andy Yun;  Dolby - Brian Lee;  Charter - Yildirim Sahin;  Telstra Frank Savaglio;  LGE - Hyunsook Kim;  China Telecom-Biao Long;  Nkom - Johan Foldoy;  Motorola Solutions - Dom Lazara;  Hughes/EchoStar - Munira;  Telefonica - Jesus Martin;  OTD - Selvam Rengasami.
SP-221307 Proposal:
	Yes:	9.
Huawei;  China Unicom;  NTT DOCOMO;  CATTn;  Sharp; CMCC;  vivo;  LG Uplus;  LGE.
It was decided that the proposal to delay Stage 2 freeze by 3 months and to provide ground rules for the restriction of the work to be done during the additional time will be pursued. A joint session would be needed with TSG RAN to discuss this decision in relation to the RAN Rel-18 timeline.
SP-221310 was then endorsed.
Status: Endorsed.
SP-221307 (DISCUSSION) Proposal for Rel-18 Timeline (SA perspective) without shift of freeze dates (Source: TSG SA Chair)
Document for: Endorsement
Abstract: 
Proposal for Rel-18 Timeline (SA perspective) without shift of freeze dates.
Comment: SP-221307: Created at meeting. CC#2: Noted.
Discussion:
CC#2: Ericsson commented that the 'maintenance period' is not likely to be useful for SA WG2, as there will be a need for Exceptions where Cat B and C CRs are needed and the non-granting of an exception would result in SA WG2 needing to create CRs to remove functionality for those WIs, which can be more work than completing the WI. Samsung commented that there will be a need for hard discussions on handling items which are not completed in Q1/2023. MediaTek commented that there will be a price to pay as hard decisions at the end of Q1/2023 and did not see the practical difference between the maintenance phase and just using exceptions for Q2/2023. Deutsche Telekom commented that the SA WG2 Chair Report clearly points out that Stage 2 work will not complete in Q1/2023 and there will likely be a large number of exception requests with the current timeline. Ericsson agreed with the Deutsche Telekom comments and did not think this proposal resolved anything and did not acknowledge the hard work dome by SA WG2 to plan the Rel 18 work, the 'hard pruning' that would be needed in March will also have impacts on the work. ZTE commented that there are large WIs in SA WG2 which would need to reach at least 80% in 3 months, which is very unlikely to be achieved. Huawei commented that this proposal was a compromise to try to ensure that the work is as complete as possible in March 2023 for CT WGs to begin their work. Nokia asked what is meant by 'Rel 18 maintenance' in SA WG2, as there is already a maintenance phase planned in SA WG2. Nokia did not believe that the exception requests is the feedback to CT WGs on the stability of work, as this is provided in the WG Chair Reports. Alignment with RAN is important, but TSG RAN could also align with the TSG SA/CT timelines. The TSG SA Chair replied that TSG RAN should be informed of the decisions in TSG SA and timeline alignment discussions will then ensue.
Huawei asked to decide what the CT Prot, Open API deadline will be proposed to be, in order to be able to understand the full Stage 3 Freeze timeline being proposed.
This was then noted.
Status: Noted.

23	Close of the CC
The TSG SA Chair closed the Conference call at 14.05 UTC.
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