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1	Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc415085486][bookmark: _Toc503902285]In Q4/2022 3GPP RAN WGs were finally moving to face-to-face meetings, with all working groups meeting in Toulouse. This has meant that all other meetings, except RAN1 in August, have been held as e-meetings thus resulting to lower efficiency in 2022. When looking also ahead for 2023, with only 4 face-to-face meetings possible for 2023, it is important to consider the expected Release 18 timeline and freezing.
2	Discussion
The start of the Release 18 topics was postponed to May 2022, with only some of the Release 18 topics starting in RAN1. More topics started during August e-meetings also for other WGs. However during e-meetings the time available for Release 18 has been also limited since time was still needed for Release 17 and on the other hand there was less on-line overall available in the e-meeting set-up compared to the physical meetings.
While e-meetings allow for some progress in the beginning of the Release 18 discussions (topic introduction, simulation assumptions, terminology….), the progress for more technical discussions is seen more difficult than in physical meetings. 
Further with the limited number of face-to-face meetings in 2023, it is proposed to adjust the Release 18 schedule by allowing extra 3 months for the milestones, including RAN1 freeze, stage 3 freeze for RAN2/3 as well as for ASN.1 freeze and RAN4 finalization. 
Proposal 1: Agree 3 months delay Release 18 schedule, resulting to RAN1 freeze in December 2023, stage 3 functional freeze in March 2024 and ASN.1 deadline for June 2024. 
[image: ]
Figure 1. Release 18 proposed schedule.

3	Conclusions
In this contribution, we discuss the revised Release 18 schedule, now as all Release 18 topics have started. It is proposed to extend the Release 18 milestone 3 months from the current plan so that ASN1. freeze would be targeted for June 2024. Naturally alignment with TSG SA/CT will be needed.
This should allow achieving more meaning freeze dates compared to Release 17 track record.
Proposal 1: Agree 3 months delay Release 18 schedule, resulting to RAN1 freeze in December 2023, stage 3 functional freeze in March 2024 and ASN.1 deadline for June 2024. 
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