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1	Introduction
This contribution presents our views on Release 18 and 19 timeline. Essentially we believe it is not only doable but also more constructive to stick to the originally planned Release 18 timeline. For the Release 19, taking into multiple related factors, we’d suggest to aim at RAN package approval in December 2023. Our discussions are provided in Section 2, and the corresponding proposals are summarized in Section 3. 
2	Discussion
Release 18 timeline
In our understanding, the current Release 18 work package had been defined based on a time plan of functional completion at December 2023, and ASN.1 frozen at March 2024. With such plan, each of RAN WG 1-3 has 9 meetings to carry out their work. According to the latest RAN meeting plan, RAN WG1 further has 4 meetings (3f + 1e) and RAN WG2/3 each has 6 meetings (4f+2e) in the year of 2023 before functional completion of Release 18. 
Looking at the number of meetings, we think the timeline for Release 18 generally fits to the planned work. The current progress is also generally good and as expected. So we do not see a risk to stick to the current Release 18 time plan. 
On the other hand, we understand there is concern from some companies that the plan might not work well since in 2022 we only have 2 F2F meetings for RAN WG1 and one F2F meetings for all the other RAN WGs, while for 2023, we still plan some meetings to be e-meeting. We do not see such arrangements require delay of the whole time plan for several reasons. Firstly, in the remaining meetings the RAN WGs will spend a significant amount of time to review their Release 18 CRs. This type of work typically requires a lot of offline effort and several round checking, for which we think e-meeting would be suitable and efficient, as proved by Release 17 experience. Secondly, to further delay the Release 18 timeline does not necessarily lead to successful completion, as it potentially invite more ‘fancy’ proposals and ‘enhancements’ apart from what are really necessary. Furthermore, even if for some of the work items it is not possible to complete everything as per the original plan, we can resort to the normal procedure, i.e., to adjust the work scope or to use the exceptional sheet. 
We therefore come to the following proposal regarding the Release 18 time plan. 
Proposal 1 Stick to the current Release 18 timeline, i.e., aiming at functional completion at December 2023. 

Release 19 timeline
The initial understanding has been that Release 19 package will be approved at the September RAN meeting in 2023. But since the 2023 Q4 RAN WG meetings will be largely occupied by the Release 18 completion, it is unlikely that any progress would be made for Release 19 before March 2024. Therefore, it seems possible to target the Release 19 package approval at the December RAN meeting in 2023. Another motivation of such plan is to allow sufficient time to discuss the Release 19 work scope thoroughly. 
Proposal 2 Aim at Release 19 package approval at the December RAN meeting in 2023. RAN WG work for Release 19 starts from 2024 Q1. 

3	Proposals
This contribution discusses the topic of Release 18/19 timeline, for which the proposals are summarized in the following. 
Proposal 1 Stick to the current Release 18 timeline, i.e., aiming at functional completion at December 2023. 
Proposal 2 Aim at Release 19 package approval at the December RAN meeting in 2023. RAN WG work for Release 19 starts from 2024 Q1.

