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Introduction
In the RAN#97 meeting, it was captured in the WID [1] that the power control aspect will be checked in this meeting.
	Specify the signalling and behavior of the following side control information for controlling the NCR-Fwd [RAN1, RAN2]
· Beamforming
· UL-DL TDD operation
· ON-OFF information
Note: Power control aspect will be checked in RAN#98e.



In this contribution, we provide our views on the power control aspect of NCR.
Discussion

2.2 Discussion on the side control information

From RAN1 perspective, the following are recommended to be specified as part of NCR WI.

	· Beam information as side control information
· ON-OFF information as side control information
· UL-DL TDD configuration and NCR’s behaviour over flexible symbols.



The side control information of power control is not recommended due to the controversial views, though the performance gains were observed from companies’ evaluations. The discussion of the power control in the SI focused on the interference management. But one basic function of the power control or gain control is neglected that NCR forwarding at least for the uplink should be set in a proper amplifying gain to compensate the PL between gNB and NCR. A proper amplifying gain which could be configured or indicated to the NCR would enable the multiplexing of UL forwarding and other UL transmission of the normal UEs. It provides additional flexibilities for the scheduling and increase the utilization efficiency of the frequency domain resources. 

Observation 1:
A proper amplifying gain which could be configured or indicated to the NCR would enable the multiplexing of UL forwarding and UL transmissions of the normal UEs. It provides additional flexibilities for the scheduling and increase the utilization efficiency of the frequency domain resources.

Without the specification work of the power control of NCR forwarding, the uplink transmission power or gain of NCR forwarding would depend on the implementation. It will complicate the design of the NCR forwarding for the uplink. And it also bring additional challenges and efforts for the interoperation between gNB and NCRs from different vendors. A normative power control procedure could provide a unified solution for the power or gain control, which will relieve those efforts. On the other side, a semi-static configured power or gain control could be considered as a starting point for the NCR forwarding.

Proposal 1:
It is proposed to specify the power control of NCR forwarding at least for the uplink to compensate the pathloss between gNB and NCR.

Proposal 2:
A semi-static configured power or gain control could be considered as a starting point for the NCR forwarding.

Conclusions
In this contribution, we provide our views on the power control aspect of NCR. The observations and the proposal are as below.

Observation 1:
A proper amplifying gain which could be configured or indicated to the NCR would enable the multiplexing of UL forwarding and UL transmissions of the normal UEs. It provides additional flexibilities for the scheduling and increase the utilization efficiency of the frequency domain resources.

Proposal 1:
It is proposed to specify the power control of NCR forwarding at least for the uplink to compensate the pathloss between gNB and NCR.

Proposal 2:
A semi-static configured power or gain control could be considered as a starting point for the NCR forwarding.
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