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[bookmark: _Ref129681832]Release 18 started after approving the release 18 package in December 2021, with target stage-3 functional freeze in December 2023 and ASN.1 freeze in March 2024 [1]. Several contributions to RAN#97-e have started discussing whether a revision of the Rel-18 target dates is needed. We note that this is not a RAN-only decision, but RAN should identify whether there is a need for a revision of the Rel-18 timeline from RAN perspective. We provide our view on this question in this paper, where we also discuss how to plan for the Rel-19 package approval.
Status of Rel-18 in RAN WGs 
The RAN1/RAN2/RAN3 package in December 2021, complemented in subsequent TSGs with RAN4 work items and a couple of RAN-level study items, was approved with the understanding that 2023 was not going to be fully back to normal F2F meetings. The Decision Meeting (DM) group’s decision for 2023 meetings turned out to be fully aligned with that expectation, with a mixture of F2F and electronic meetings. The recent experience of resuming F2F WG meetings has proven its effectiveness in making progress faster than with e-meetings and at almost (although not quite) the same level of effectiveness as the regular F2F meetings of the pre-Covid times. From that perspective, we see no need to revise the Rel-18 targets.
Observation 1: the meeting planning decisions for 2023 (mixture of F2F and electronic meetings) are well aligned with the expectation at the time RAN approved the RAN Rel-18 package and target date.

The next question is whether the progress of Rel-18 studies and work items is as expected at this stage of the release, i.e. 9 months before the RAN1 freeze and 12 months before the stage-3 functional freeze. Overall, our assessment is that the progress is mostly as expected, with only minor adjustments needed on a few items. The WI on multi-carrier enhancements is not yet completed but could be completed with an additional quarter with a small TU allocation. Meanwhile, the RAN1 scope of some studies converting to work items may be smaller than expected, e.g. for XR enhancements. Overall, we think that RAN is in a position to complete its work as planned.
One might argue that RAN is always a little late towards the end of the release, and that has been managed in the past two releases by reserving one quarter for RAN1 to stabilize its specifications and work on L1 UE features between the RAN1 freeze and the stage-3 freeze, practically postponing the start of the next release by a quarter in each WG without needing to change the release planning. Such handling would likely prove useful also for Rel-18, if needed.
Observation 2: RAN is on track to meet the release targets, even if some minor adjustments may be needed for a few work items.

In summary, our assessment is that the current Rel-18 timeline can be maintained, and to increase the confidence in that timeline we could consider reserving the last quarter of 2023 for RAN1 for Rel-18.
Proposal 1: from RAN perspective, maintain Rel-18 ASN.1 freeze in March 2024 based on the currently planned release content. If absolutely needed, consider reserving 2023/Q4 for RAN1 stabilization of Rel-18 specifications.

Views on Rel-19 planning 
With the completion of Rel-18 core part work items in September 2023 for RAN1 and December for other WGs, it is anticipated that the approval of the package of SI/WI for Rel-19 could take place as early as September 2023. On the other hand, if the start of Rel-19 is not anticipated until the first quarter of 2024 (assuming 2023/Q4 ends up being reserved for RAN1 stabilization of Rel-18), it is also possible to approve the Rel-19 package in December 2023.
Rel-19 is the second release of 5G-Advanced, and promises to see the maturity and continuation of several topics started in Rel-18 at WG and TSG levels, and potentially other new topics of importance, while 5G-Advanced is foreseen to continue expanding and consolidating in Rel-20. Therefore, Rel-19 as a middle release of 5G-Advanced is a critical release in ensuring the coherent development of 5G-Advanced. The Rel-19 package approval and the process leading to that approval need to be carefully prepared.
The release package approval and the discussions leading to it are by experience a long and painful process. It was especially time-consuming in 2021 when all discussions happened over e-meetings. The large number of NWM discussions during and in-between several TSG meetings was particularly difficult to handle by delegates, and it appears that the same things were being discussed over and over again with only small incremental progress, until drafting work on the SID/WID was actually started. While sufficient time is needed after companies present their new proposals until other companies learnt sufficiently well about those proposals, there is no need leaving too much time between the initial discussions and the package approval. Seeing initial proposals in May~June 2023, then doing a first prioritization in September 2023, and drafting SID/WIDs between September and December, would seem sufficient. A practical schedule for Rel-19 package discussions is shown below, assuming a package approval in December 2023.

Figure 1 - Possible planning for Rel-19 scoping discussions

If, on the other hand, the Rel-19 package approval was planned for September 2023, a shifted schedule would look similar but with the Rel-19 workshop held at the F2F March RAN plenary meeting:

Proposal 2: decide between Rel-19 package approval in September or December 2023, considering whether a quarter is reserved for Rel-18 stabilization for RAN1 in 2023/Q4.
· If the Rel-19 package approval is in December 2023, consider planning for scoping discussions that minimize the use of NWM, as in Figure 1.
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In conclusion, we propose to stay with the current Rel-18 timeline, and to plan for Rel-19 scoping discussions with RAN1/RAN2/RAN3 package approval either in September 2023 or December 2023..
Proposal 1: from RAN perspective, maintain Rel-18 ASN.1 freeze in March 2024 based on the currently planned release content. If absolutely needed, consider reserving 2023/Q4 for RAN1 stabilization of Rel-18 specifications.

Proposal 2: decide between Rel-19 package approval in September or December 2023, considering whether a quarter is reserved for Rel-18 stabilization for RAN1 in 2023/Q4.
· If the Rel-19 package approval is in December 2023, consider planning for scoping discussions that minimize the use of NWM, as in Figure 1.
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RAN#99 
(March 2023)


Call for R1/R2/R3-led proposals for Rel-19 workshop


Rel-19 workshop
 (May~June 2023)


X-day workshop with presentations and Q&A for clarifications


No discussions over NWM before, during or after the workshop


RAN#100-e 
(June 2023)


Classification of areas for further discussion


RAN#101 
(Sept 2023)


Target: agree on a prioritization of the R1/R2/R3 areas for further discussions


Task moderators to provide draft WIDs on prioritized areas for RAN#102


No discussions over NWM before or after RAN#101


RAN#102(e) 
(Dec 2023)


NWM threads for drafting R1/R2/R3 WIDs during RAN#102


GTW/online sessions for drafting large WIDs


Final approval of the R1/R2/R3 package


Presentations of R4-led proposals and Q&A for clarifications


RAN chair proposes an initial classification of RAN4 areas


No discussions over NWM before or after RAN#102-e


RAN#103 
(March 2024)


NWM threads for drafting RAN4 WIDs during RAN#103


Final approval of the RAN4 package





NWM may be used during RAN#100-e only for collecting more feedback on the proposals, limited to 1 round of comments + 1 round of response


No discussions over NWM before or after RAN#100-e


Online sessions for drafting large WIDs


