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1	Introduction
In RAN#97e, an update to the WID on NR sidelink evolution was agreed [1]. Objective #1 and Objective #3 of the agreed WID aims to specify the sidelink CA operation and to study and specify the operation of sidelink in FR2 on unlicensed spectrum, respectively. The details of the objectives as agreed are stated below.
	1. [bookmark: _Hlk89917254]Specify mechanism to support NR sidelink CA operation based on LTE sidelink CA operation [RAN2, RAN1, RAN4] (This part of the work is put on hold until further checking in RAN#98-e)
· Support only LTE sidelink CA features for NR (i.e., SL carrier (re-)selection, synchronization of aggregated carriers, handling the limited capability, power control for simultaneous sidelink TX, packet duplication)
· The work is limited to FR1 licensed spectrum and ITS band in FR1.
· No specific enhancements of Rel-17 sidelink features with sidelink CA support.
· This feature is backwards compatible in the following regards
· [bookmark: _Hlk89619097]A Rel-16/Rel-17 UE can receive Rel-18 sidelink broadcast/groupcast transmissions with CA for the carrier on which it receives PSCCH/PSSCH and transmits the corresponding sidelink HARQ feedback (when SL-HARQ is enabled in SCI)
3. Study and specify enhanced sidelink operation on FR2 licensed spectrum [RAN1, RAN2, RAN4] (Determine in RAN#98-e whether to continue the study or study + specification work for FR2 until the end of R18)
· [bookmark: _Hlk89917271]Focus only on updating the evaluation methodology for commercial deployment scenario in 4Q 2022. [RAN1]
· [bookmark: _Hlk89917283]Work is limited to the support of sidelink beam management (including initial beam-pairing, beam maintenance, and beam failure recovery, etc) by reusing existing sidelink CSI framework and reusing Uu beam management concepts wherever possible.
· [bookmark: _Hlk89917309]Beam management in FR2 licensed spectrum considers sidelink unicast communication only.


As indicated in the text above, both objectives have a decision pending to be taken in RAN#98 regarding whether to start the objective for SL CA and whether to continue the study or study + specification for the case of SL FR2. In this paper, we discuss the status of the current sidelink WI in Rel-18 and our view on the decision to be taken for both objectives.
2		Discussion 
In the ongoing Rel-18 for SL evolution, two objectives (SL for unlicensed and NR and LTE SL Co-channel coexistence) have been discussed since the beginning of the release, and a third objective (SL for FR2) has been discussed in the last two RAN WGs meeting with scope limited to updating the evaluation methodology. In our view, the current working load – with three objectives running simultaneously – is already quite high for the RAN WGs. Additionally, based on the progress on the three objectives it is reasonable to expect that all of them will run until the end of the release.
Observation 1 [bookmark: _Toc120710031]The current load in Rel-18 is high for the working groups based on the number of open objectives. It is expected all the current objectives will run until the end of the release based on the reached progress.
Regarding the decision on the SL FR2 objective, it was agreed in RAN#97e, that the objective will continue until the end of the release with a further discussion in RAN#98e on whether to have only study or both a study and specification work.
Observation 2 [bookmark: _Toc120710032]RAN#98 to decide whether the SL FR2 objective is only a study or both study and specification work until the end of Release 18.
Based on the number of remaining RAN WGs meetings until the end of the release having both a study and specification phase sounds unreasonable since it will lead to having a really short study phase while also leading to a short specification phase for SL FR2. In our view, a more reasonable approach – since SL FR2 is a completely new feature in NR SL – is to have a study phase during the remaining of the release 18 while considering having the specification work in a future release. One of the main aims of the study item for SL FR2 would be to identify the potential framework to be used in SL FR2 context for beam management, i.e., beam acquisition, beam modification and beam failure. Studying the SL FR2 feature until the end of release 18 will allow the RAN WGs to reach a well discussed framework during release 18.
[bookmark: _Toc120710033]The objective of SL FR2 in Rel-18 continues only as a study item until the end of Release 18.
For the case of SL CA, the decision to be taken in RAN#98 is on whether the objective starts in Release 18, or it is postponed to a later release. In our view, based on the number of agreed objectives in release 18 for SL evaluation and the number of TUs available, it is preferable that the objective of SL CA does not start this release.
[bookmark: _Toc120710034]The objective of SL CA does not start in Release 18.
3	Conclusion
In the previous sections we made the following observations: 
Observation 1	The current load in Rel-18 is high for the working groups based on the number of open objectives. It is expected all the current objectives will run until the end of the release based on the reached progress.
Observation 2	RAN#98 to decide whether the SL FR2 objective is only a study or both study and specification work until the end of Release 18.
Based on the discussion in the previous sections we propose the following:
Proposal 1	The objective of SL FR2 in Rel-18 continues only as a study until the end of Release 18.
Proposal 2	The objective of SL CA does not start in Release 18.
[bookmark: _In-sequence_SDU_delivery]
References
[bookmark: _Ref101252328][bookmark: _Ref174151459][bookmark: _Ref189809556][bookmark: _Ref115366479]RP- 221938, WID revision: NR sidelink evolution, OPPO 3GPP TSG RAN Meeting #97, e-Meeting, Sept, 2022. 
