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1	Overview

The WID on NR Sidelink Evolution (RP-221938) [1] has several checkpoints for objectives related to sidelink on unlicensed spectrum (SL-U), sidelink operation on FR2 licensed spectrum (SL-FR2), and CA for NR SL. Our views on these features and the scope for the remainder of the Rel-18 WI are as follows.

1. SL-U: As per Objective 2 of the above WID, the SL-U study is to be completed by RAN#98-e meeting. During the past study phase, a solid framework on channel access and physical channel design has been established for the SL-U [2], [3]; hence, this topic is sufficiently mature to continue to the specification phase where remaining design aspects can be addressed as was the case with Rel-16 NR-U. 

Proposal 1: Advance SL-U to the specification work phase. 

2. SL-FR2: As per Objective 3 of this WID, a decision is to be made at RAN#98-e on whether to continue the study or the study + specification work for FR2. The work on updating the evaluation methodology for commercial deployments, which was the focus of 4Q 2022, is almost complete [4]; hence, this work should be continued as the study + specification work. 

Proposal 2: Continue work on FR2 enhancements as the study + specification work. 

3. SL-CA: This topic (Objective 1) was put on hold at the RAN#97-e meeting and will be further checked at the RAN#98-e meeting. The Objective 4 on co-channel coexistence is almost complete [5] so RAN1 meeting Time Units could be made available for this topic. 

Proposal 3: Support starting work on Objective 1 (SL CA) after the RAN#98-e meeting. 



2	Conclusion

Proposal 1: Advance SL-U to the specification work phase. 
Proposal 2: Continue work on FR2 enhancements as the study + specification work.
Proposal 3: Support starting work on Objective 1 (SL CA) after the RAN#98-e meeting. 
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