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1. Introduction
This document discusses an issue relating CA configurations involving multiple UL carriers for the Rel-17 UL DMRS bundling within the UL coverage enhancements work that is still being discussed across WGs and proposes some RAN guidance to avoid any further scope expansion in future WG meetings.
2. Discussion
The UL Coverage Enhancements work item was declared 100% at RAN#95-e (March 2022). A list of contained open points was proposed to be handled as part of maintenance, as confirmed during RAN#95-e. Prior to that, in February 2022 (RAN4#102-e) RAN4 had informed RAN1 via an LS in [1] that it has not discussed requirements for UL CA configurations as part of Rel-17.
In May 2022, a document was submitted to RAN4#103-e in [2] to request to clarify that UL CA and NR-DC/EN-DC is supported in Rel-17 specifications.
As a result of discussion on the above points, there was RAN4 agreement on a subset of configurations, and some questions were liaised to RAN1/2 in [3] requesting feedback on some additional configurations with operation limited to some specific conditions.
RAN1 responded to the LS in their August meeting in [4]. In relation to the additional configurations and conditions, they indicate that “RAN1 has been evaluating the feasibility and conditions supposing there is no RAN1 spec impact. RAN1 will inform RAN4 the updates in the next RAN1 meeting.” 
So now it is September 2022, and a further RAN1 meeting will be needed to identify the nature of any RAN1 changes at least to support the “additional” configurations. Given the nature of discussion until now, we would like RAN#97-e to agree the following:
· Any further Rel-17 discussion on CA support for DMRS bundling shall not be expanded more broadly than the configurations and corresponding conditions already highlighted by RAN4 to RAN1/2 in [3]. There shall be further discussions on these CA configurations in the scope of Rel-17 beyond RAN#98-e.
3. Proposal
TSG RAN to agree that any further Rel-17 discussion on CA support for DMRS bundling shall not be expanded more broadly than the configurations and corresponding conditions already highlighted by RAN4 to RAN1/2 in [3]. There shall be no further discussions on DMRS bundling support with these CA configurations in the scope of Rel-17 beyond RAN#98-e.
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