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1	Introduction
In this contribution we discuss the importance of accurately and openly list remaining open items for the Rel-17 work items for timely and solid finalization of Rel-17 specifications. 
2	Discussion 
The Rel-17 work items are planned to be completed in RAN#95e in March 2022. However, a number of work items have still open items that needs to be addressed and completed before the June RAN#96e when Rel-17 ASN.1 freeze is planned. In our view it is important to transparently and accurately list all remaining open items in status reports and agree exception sheets for all the Rel-17 work items with remaining open items. This will help companies to have the same understanding of the remaining open items instead of lengthy discussions in RAN WGs what is still truly open and what is considered as enhancement or optimization. In this way companies and RAN WGs will be able to focus their work on finalizing the Rel-17 WI left open during 2Q. This will then enable better specification and feature alignment between RAN WGs while working on the same features and functionalities at the same time. 
In our view listing remaining open items honestly in SR and agreeing exception sheets should not hinder these topics being part of the planned ASN.1 review. All the Rel-17 work items should be part of the planned ASN.1 review planned for 2Q. Furthermore, we do not see need to change the planned 2Q time units for RAN WGs due to agreeing accurate open item lists and exception sheets as in any case the RAN1, RAN2, RAN3 and RAN4 chairs to need to reserve sufficient amount of time for the Rel-17 finalization during 2Q based on the efforts that were previously required to finalize Rel-15 and Rel-16. In fact, explicit open item lists for all RAN WGs are rather expected to improve work planning and efficient use of time units in RAN WGs. We are not proposing any changes to the Release 18 WI/SI schedules agreed in RAN#94e.
In our view at least the following Rel-17 work items still have open items remaining before the specifications and feature are fully functional in all RAN WGs and thus, needing exception sheets: 
· Further enhancements on MIMO for NR
· Extending current NR operation to 71GHz
· NR Sidelink enhancement
· Support of reduced capability NR devices
· Solutions for NR to support non-terrestrial networks (NTN)
· NR multicast and broadcast services
· Enhancements to Integrated Access and Backhaul (IAB) for NR
· Enhancement of RAN slicing for NR
· Further enhancements of NR RF requirements for frequency range 2 (FR2)
· NB-IoT/eMTC support for Non-Terrestrial Networks


3	Conclusions
In this contribution we have discussed the importance of accurately and openly list remaining open items for the Rel-17 work items to ensure timely and solid finalization of Rel-17 specifications. 
Proposal 1: Remaining open items are accurately listed in the Rel-17 WI status reports for making timely and solid completion of Rel-17 specifications possible.
Proposal 2: Exception sheets are agreed for the Rel-17 core work items with remaining open items to ensure that all the companies in RAN WG1, WG2, WG3 and WG will focus on the same agreed open items during 2Q2022 and thereby enable aligned specifications across the RAN WGs.
In our view the following Rel-17 core work items have still open items remaining and exception sheets should be agreed for these items to finalize the specifications by June 2022.
· Further enhancements on MIMO for NR
· Extending current NR operation to 71GHz
· NR Sidelink enhancement
· Support of reduced capability NR devices
· Solutions for NR to support non-terrestrial networks (NTN)
· NR multicast and broadcast services
· Enhancements to Integrated Access and Backhaul (IAB) for NR
· Enhancement of RAN slicing for NR
· Further enhancements of NR RF requirements for frequency range 2 (FR2)
· NB-IoT/eMTC support for Non-Terrestrial Networks
