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Introduction 
In this contribution, we first discuss the benefits of making NCD-SSB available to Rel-18 eRedCap UEs in RRC Idle/Inactive. We then propose to add its discussion and specification as an objective in the Rel-18 eRedCap WID.
Discussion
In RAN1#107-e meeting, RAN1 agreed that NCD-SSB can be configured in RedCap-specific BWPs when RedCap UE is in RRC Connected. In addition, RAN1 made the working assumption that NCD-SSB can be configured in RedCap-specific initial BWP if it is configured for paging.
	· For FR1,
· For a separate initial DL BWP (if it does not include CD-SSB and the entire CORESET#0) from RAN1 perspective,
· If it is configured for random access while not for paging in idle/inactive mode, RedCap UE does NOT expect it to contain SSB/CORESET#0/SIB.
· Note: RAN1 assumes REDCAP UE performing Random access in the separate DL BWP does not need to monitor paging in a BWP containing CORESET#0
· Working assumption: If it is configured for paging, RedCap UE expects it to contain NCD-SSB for serving cell but not CORESET#0/SIB from RAN1 perspective
· For an RRC-configured active DL BWP in connected mode (if it does not include CD-SSB and the entire CORESET#0) from RAN1 perspective,
· A RedCap UE supporting mandatory FG 6-1 (but not optional FG 6-1a) expects it to contain NCD-SSB for serving cell but not CORESET#0/SIB
· A RedCap UE can indicate the following as optional capability:
· Not need NCD-SSB: A RedCap UE can in addition optionally support relevant operation (except for standalone use for RRM measurement) based on for CSI-RS (working assumption) and/or FG 6-1a by reporting optional capabilities.


Observation 1. 	RAN1 has already made the working assumption that NCD-SSB can be configured in RedCap-specific initial BWP if it is configured for paging. 
However, in the RANP#94-e meeting, companies agreed to deprioritize NCD-SSB in RRC Idle/Inactive in Rel-17, out of concern that with the limited time left in Rel-17 WI, RAN2 may not have enough time to discuss and specify the necessary enhancements. 
	1. Scheme 1 (i.e. UE in IDLE and INACTIVE monitors paging in an initial BWP associated with CD-SSB) is adopted for further work in Rel-17. Scheme 2 (i.e. UE in IDLE and INACTIVE monitors paging in an initial BWP associated with NCD-SSB) is not considered further in Rel-17. 


Observation 2. 	Use of NCD-SSB in RRC Idle/Inactive was deprioritized in Rel-17 due to the concern that its study may risk on-time completion of the WI in RAN2.  
Rel-18 eRedCap SI includes the study on narrower max UE bandwidth. If agreed, network would more likely configure an eRedCap-specific initial BWP, not only for RACH but for paging as well. And the use of NCD-SSB will be more useful eRedCap UE’s idle mode procedures. 
Observation 3. 	If Rel-18 eRedCap introduces narrower max UE bandwidth, use of NCD-SSB in eRedCap specific initial BWP will be more useful in supporting their idle mode procedures.
Since RAN1 already discussed NCS-SSB in RRC Idle/Inactive and made a working assumption, we think it is not necessary to study this feature in the Rel-18 SI phase. Instead, it can be directly included as one of the objectives in the Rel-18 eRedCap WID. 
Proposal. 	Include the discussion and specification of NCD-SSB in RRC Idle/Inactive in the Rel-18 eRedCap WID.
Conclusion
Based on the above discussion, we’d recommend the plenary to discuss and adopt the following proposal:
Observation 1. 	RAN1 has already made the working assumption that NCD-SSB can be configured in RedCap-specific initial BWP if it is configured for paging. 
Observation 2. 	Use of NCD-SSB in RRC Idle/Inactive was deprioritized in Rel-17 due to the concern that its study may risk on-time completion of the WI in RAN2. 
Observation 3. 	If Rel-18 eRedCap introduces narrower max UE bandwidth, use of NCD-SSB in eRedCap specific initial BWP will be more useful in supporting their idle mode procedures.
Proposal. 	Include the discussion and specification of NCD-SSB in RRC Idle/Inactive in the Rel-18 eRedCap WID.
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