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1	Introduction
At RAN#91e it was decided to review whether RAN#94 (December) can be held in Sevilla, Spain, or will have to be an electronic meeting. This document reviews a number of aspects that need to be taken into account to decide on future F2F meetings, including during the first half of 2022.

2	Discussion
2.1	Vaccination progress
To some extent, the COVID-19 situation has improved considerably compared to the situation during RAN#91e. For instance, vaccination rates in a number of countries relevant to 3GPP have increased significantly. According to recent press articles as of 4 June, the following percentages of populations have already been fully vaccinated:
-	USA:		42%
-	UK:		41%
-	EU:		23%
Also, much higher percentages are expected in those areas by the end of summer 2021. 
On the other hand, the number of fully vaccinated people in some other 3GPP areas* is still very low according to the same sources, e.g.:
-	Canada:	7%
-	Korea:		4%
-	India:		3%
-	Japan:		3%
*	(no confirmed data available for China in the used sources)
It should also be noted that vaccination rates in many other countries where 3GPP delegates come from are still extremely low (with some notable exceptions).

2.2	Infection status
The number of COVID-19 infections has recently dropped in many areas around the world, but not everywhere and in some regions is even increasing again. In particular the COVID-19 variant B.1.617.2, or Delta variant is cause of concern as it is more contagious than earlier variants, and could still lead to significant outbreaks, even though vaccinations with many existing vaccins provide a good measure of protection also against the Delta variant.
2.3	Government regulations
Many governments have implemented very strict rules on international travel, forbidding "unnecessary" travel, and in many cases imposing strict quarantine conditions when travel does take place. The duration of the required quarantine varies, but is usually 10 or 14 days, sometimes with an option to "test yourself free after 5 days". Although fully vaccinated people (usually defined as 14 days after the last required vaccination with a particular vaccine) may be exempted, many governments do not yet accept full vaccination as an alternative to quarantine (though this may change). Some governments have also indicated that they will not allow significant travel until a high percentage of their populations have been vaccinated, which is currently expected to be the case by sometime during 2022.
Apart from actual travel rules, at the moment it is also unclear what rules Spain might impose on the organization of a 3GPP event in December with a large number of people from all over the globe (e.g. social distancing rules and health precautions may restrict the number of attendees in the conference rooms).

2.4	Company rules
Many companies have budget rules that require an early decision on future F2F meetings, because otherwise the travel budget cannot be approved.
Another aspect of this is the need to apply early for visas, which in some cases is at least half a year in advance.

3	Proposals
A firm decision needs to be taken on the December 2021 plenaries this month. However, we reluctantly conclude that, unfortunately, the current situation does not yet allow a firm decision in favour of a F2F meeting in December, because there are still too many uncertainties regarding the travel situation.
Looking further ahead, 3GPP should prepare for the situation that even in the first half of 2022 it may still not be feasible to have F2F meetings. However, there is no need to take firm decisions on that at this meeting.
Proposal 1: Decide that RAN#94 will be an electronic meeting (i.e. RAN#94e).
Proposal 2: Review the situation again in September before deciding on F2F meetings in the first half of 2022.

