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1	Introduction
In this contribution, we raise the issue of RAN working groups’ handling of a second priority objective in the Rel-17 NR positioning enhancements work item as an example but seek general guidance from RAN plenary in handling second priority objectives in a work item. 
2	Discussion
Currently, RAN2 is working on a Rel-17 work item on NR positioning enhancements [1]. One of the objectives in the work item is the following on positioning for UEs in RRC_INACTIVE:
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The above objective prioritises the UL and DL+UL NR positioning methods and support for gNB positioning measurements as second priority compared to DL NR positioning methods and RAT-independent positioning methods and relative to other objectives in the work item. This is done to ensure that the other key objectives are completed first and then consider these second priority objectives later if time permits. This is as a result of the work item scope being too broad. Note that this objective is a RAN2 led one but the prioritisation of the objective applies not only to RAN2 but to other RAN WGs involved in working on this objective.
It is observed in the working groups that this RAN guidance on prioritisation of work item objectives is not being strictly followed. Although 3GPP process is contribution driven it is seen that companies are already having discussions in RAN1 to expedite the work on UL and DL+UL positioning methods for positioning in RRC_INACTIVE and to support this RAN2 is also forced to work on this second priority objective. We note that there is lot of work that needs to be done on other objectives and that not focusing on the right priority for work may either delay progress on other objectives or may result in rushing of the decision process without sufficient technical discussions resulting in poor quality or may simply result in increased work load in terms of number of email discussions and offline discussions.
It is understandable that proponents of the second priority objective may be concerned that any enforcement of prioritisation of work item objectives may result in the work related to that objective being delayed and may slip out of the current release but following the agreed priorities is important to also complete the other objectives in a timely manner and with good quality. We kindly request RAN plenary to provide further guidance on handling of a second priority objective. Our proposal is that work on all such second priority objectives be initiated only after a stable stage 2 running CR for the other high priority objectives are endorsed first.
3	Conclusion
In this contribution, we discussed the handling of second priority objectives in work items and seek general guidance from RAN plenary in handling such second priority objectives in a work item. 
Proposal: RAN is kindly requested to provide guidance on handling of second priority objectives in work items and is kindly requested to take into account that second priority objectives for work items be initiated only after a stable stage 2 running CR for the other high priority objectives is endorsed first.
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   Specify  methods, measurements, signalling and procedures to support positioning  for UEs  in RRC_   INACTIVE   state ,  for   UE - based and UE - assisted positioning solutions, including   [RAN2, RAN1,  RAN3,RAN4] :   o   DL NR positioning methods   and   RAT - independent  positioning methods        Support of UE positioning measurements for UEs in RRC_INACTIVE state      Reporting of  p ositioning measurement   or location estimate performed in RRC_INACTIVE  when the UE is in RRC_INACTIVE state   Note :  this work will be coordinated with the  SDT WI.    o   As 2 nd   priority:      UL and DL+UL NR positioning methods      Support of gNB positioning measurements for UEs in   RRC_INACTIVE state  


