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1 Introduction

The SI on “Enhancement of RAN Slicing” is pending feedback from SA2 and SA5 to down-select possible solutions and there is no more time in RAN3.

The corresponding WI will start in Oct. 2021 in RAN3 (while it is already starting in RAN2). Extending the RAN3 part of this SI would not impact the start of potential normative work in RAN2.

As reported in the RAN3 Chair’s report (RP-210007) and in RP-210229, this issue was discussed at RAN3 #111-e, and there is consensus in RAN3 to extend the SI on “Enhancement of RAN Slicing” in RAN3 for the purpose of down-selecting the possible solutions and drafting conclusions also taking into account SA2 and SA5 feedback.

In order to do this, a slight update to endorsed TUs for RAN3 #112-e is needed.

2 Proposals, Company Comments

Proposal 1: Extend the “Enhancement of RAN Slicing” SI by 1Q in RAN3 only for down-selection of solutions and drafting of conclusions.
NOTE: There was consensus in RAN3 for this proposal.

	Company
	Comment

	Nokia
	This is a good way forward, to ensure well-scoped WI objectives.

	ZTE
	Follow the agreement achieved in last RAN3 meeting.

	CMCC
	Yes, follow the way forward we made at RAN3 #111e

	CATT
	Ok with proposal 1

	Qualcomm
	Fully agree with proposal 1

	LGE
	Good way forward, agree with this proposal

	Samsung
	Good way forward.

	Huawei
	Fine with proposal 1

	InterDigital
	Fine with proposal 1


Assuming the above proposal is agreeable, 1x0.5 TUs are needed for this SI at RAN3 #112-e (May 2021).

As there is currently a slight overloaded (by 0.5 TUs) at RAN3 #112-e, there could be 2 possibilities to “find” the required time:

a) Add 0.5 TUs to the RAN3 #112-e schedule; this would result in an overload increase from 0.5 to 1 TU.

b) Take 0.5 TUs from another topic, e.g. SON/MDT WI; this would not worsen the current overload.

Given that the progress of the SON/MDT WI is good, and given how critical overloads can be in RAN3, the RAN3 Chair has proposed to proceed with b) (RP-210229).

Proposal 2: Modify the RAN3 TU planning for #112-e (May 2021) as follows: SON/MDT WI goes from 2 to 1.5 TUs; RAN Slicing Enhancements SI is allocated 0.5 TUs. Endorse the updated TU planning in slide 4 of RP-210229.

	Company
	Comment

	Nokia
	We are fine with RAN3 chairman’s proposal, and avoiding further overload at RAN3#112!

	ZTE
	Fine with proposal2.

	CMCC
	We are fine to follow the Chairman’s proposal.

	CATT
	OK with proposal 2

	Qualcomm
	Fully agree with Proposal 2; our understanding is that the SON/MDT WI  is in overall good shape and can afford this small reduction.

	LGE
	Seems like a good solution. We support it. 

	Samsung
	Support proposal 2.

	Huawei
	Fine with proposal 2

	InterDigital
	Fine with proposal 2


NOTE: The RAN3 meeting numbering in slide 4 of RP-210229 may need updating to reflect the endorsed RAN planning (e.g. if RAN agrees to 1 WG meeting in Q4 2021 and 1 extra meeting in Q1 2022, the last RAN# meetings of Rel-17 will become #114, #114bis and #115). Hence, depending on the RAN planning discussion outcome, 0229 may need to be revised.

3 Conclusions from First Round

Full consensus. Both proposals are agreed.

RP-210229 is to be revised in RP-210763: the only change will be to align the numbering of RAN3 meetings to the RAN planning proposal (RP-210503). Draft 0763 was already uploaded to the drafts folder.

The modified TU plan for RAN3 in slide 4 of 0229 and 0763 is considered endorsed.
There is no need for a second round of discussion.
