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1. Background
In RAN2-113e and in the previous RAN2 meetings, the topic of UE capability reporting for Cell-grouping for NR-DC in Async DC and Sync DC cases was discussed, and as a result of the discussion, RAN2 technically endorsed CRs [5] [6] to be brought up to RANP-91e. In this short paper, we propose to have these CRs agreed in RANP-91e using some discussion points. 
  
2. Timeline of discussion 
We list below the timeline of events that happened so far in relation to this capability discussion:
1. RAN2 discussed the cell-grouping for NR-DC in RAN2-110e and sent an LS to RAN1 and RAN4[1] on using LTE style of signaling for NR-DC using 5 bands, and in the same LS asked RAN1/4 to respond if they have concerns. There were no concerns from both RAN1 and RAN4 in the coming meetings on this.
2. RAN2 discussed the cell-grouping topic in RAN2-111e and due to open items on Syn NR-DC, sent an LS to RAN1/4 [2] for their view/inputs. 
3. RAN1 discussed the open items from RAN2 LS and also the PUCCH grouping and provided a reply LS to RAN2 [3] suggesting that PUCCH based grouping can be an option for Sync NR-DC cell grouping.
4. RAN4 discussed the open items from RAN LS and replied with an LS [4] that cell-group is useful even for Sync NR-DC.
5. RAN2 discussed the capability in post RAN2-112e, during RAN2-113e and in post email discussion #255 and technically endorsed the CRs [5][6] while discussing concerns from some companies. Also, an LS to RAN4 [7] is sent to inform about the RAN2’s technical endorsing and also as a means for RAN4 to inform RAN2 if they have concerns.   
3. Analysis and observations
Observation 1: There has been quite a bit of discussion in RAN2, RAN1 and RAN4 on this topic before the RAN2 technically endorsed CRs. 
Observation 2: Async NR-DC capability signaling has been deferred for the past 9 months and delaying it further does not help with deploying and using this type of DC deployment which is the most practical of the NR-DC cases. It is already 3 quarters past the Rel-16 ASN.1 freeze! Delaying it further would mean a full year of deferment.
Observation 3: Only RAN1 has discussed PUCCH grouping, and they consider this as one of the options of UE capability signaling, and not as the preferred one. RAN4 LS [4] does not state this.
Observation 4: Band based cell-grouping UE capability signaling of Sync NR-DC should not bring in signaling complexity as we would anyway have Async NR-DC using the band-based cell-grouping in either the Mar 2021 or Jun 2021 specifications. 
Observation 5: Band based cell-grouping gives the flexibility for the UE to report with finer granularity and if RAN4 thinks PUCCH based grouping is also applicable, it can be considered in RAN2 as an optimization. Agreeing the current RAN2 endorsed CRs should be not create a conflict. 

Based on the above we propose that RAN2 technically endorsed CRs #2472 for 38.331 and #0540 for 38.306 be approved in RANP-91e. 
4. Proposal
Proposal 1:  RAN2 technically endorsed CRs #2472 for 38.331 and #0540 for 38.306 are approved in RANP-91e for Mar 2021 specification.
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