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Context

• The current pandemic presents some unique challenges to 3GPP

• 3GPP Release 17 schedule planning was agreed in December 2019, obviously with the 
assumption of conducting working group meetings face-to-face

• 3GPP has adapted extremely well to the new circumstances with all working group meetings 
operating electronically and managing to make progress

• It is however an objective fact that the overall “throughput” of electronic working groups is lower 
than physical meetings

• We are not in a position to predict for how long the current situation will persist 

• It is reasonable to assume that meetings will continue electronically for the whole of 2021 and re-
plan 3GPP schedule accordingly



3

Proposal - principles

• We believe it is beneficial to agree to a revised Rel-17 schedule now, as opposed to waiting until 
future Plenaries, to provide more stability to the organization and to the industry in general

• We propose to add 6 more months to the completion of the Release

• We propose to assume we will need at least 12 months of normative phase in RAN1/RAN2/RAN3

• We also propose that we consider the resulting deadline a “firm” deadline. Thus, in case not 
enough progress is achieved on some projects, we will have to accept some downscoping

• More details in the next slide
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• Sep 2020 (TSG#89e)

• Dec 2020 (TSG#90): RAN1 study items 
completion (*)

• Mar 2021 (TSG#91): RAN2 study items 
completion

• June 2021 (TSG #92): RAN1 completion

• Sept 2021 (TSG#93): Freeze of Stage 3

• Dec 2021 (TSG#94): ASN-1 Freeze 

TODAY

(*) refers to those RAN1-led projects currently in study phase and that are expected to turn into a normative phase during Rel-17; 
Adequate RAN1 e-meeting time should be allocated in Q4 accordingly

Current Release 17
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Proposed Release 17 Freezes

• Sep 2020 (TSG#89e)

• Dec 2020 (TSG#90): RAN1 study items 
completion (*)

• Mar 2021 (TSG#91): RAN2 study items 
completion

• June 2021 (TSG #92): RAN1 completion

• Sept 2021 (TSG#93): Freeze of Stage 3

• Dec 2021 (TSG#94): ASN-1 Freeze 

TODAY • Sep 2020 (TSG#89e)

• Dec 2020 (TSG#90): RAN1 study item 
completion (*)

• Mar 2021 (TSG#91): RAN2 study items 
completion

• Dec 2021 (TSG #94): RAN1 spec completion

• Mar 2022 (TSG#95): Freeze of Stage 3

• Jun 2022 (TSG#96): ASN-1 Freeze 

(*) refers to those RAN1-led projects currently in study phase and that are expected to turn into a normative phase during Rel-17; 
Adequate RAN1 e-meeting time should be allocated in Q4 accordingly

KEEP SAME

ENSURE 12 
MONTHS OF 
NORMATIVE 
PHASE

Current Release 17

KEEP SAME
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Resulting overall RAN schedule

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Release 15 (5G Phase 1)

Release 16

Early drop 
ASN.1

R15 
ASN.1

Late drop 
ASN.1

R1 
freeze

R2/R3/R4 
freeze

Release 17 

R16 
pack
age

R17 
pack
age

ASN.1
freeze

R1 
freeze

R2/R3/R4 
freeze

ASN.1
freeze

We are here

R18 
pack
age?

R1 
SI->WI 

conversion

R2
SI->WI 

conversion
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Conclusion

•We propose to 

◦ Agree to a revised Release 17 schedule during this round of 3GPP TSG meetings to ensure 
industry stability

◦ Extend Rel-17 of 6 months (ASN.1 freeze in June 2022)

◦ Consider the new schedule firm. If absolutely necessary, in future RAN Plenary, adjust the 
content of the Release to fit the new schedule


