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1. Introduction
The EMEA Satellite Operators Association (ESOA) is the unified voice of leading global and regional satellite operators providing satellite communication services all over the world. As the world’s only CEO-driven satellite association, ESOA leads a coordinated and impactful response to the global challenges and opportunities the commercial satellite communications sector faces. ESOA is the clear reference point for the satellite communications industry in front of international, regional and national organisations and regulators. ESOA was approved as the Market Representation Partner for the global satellite industry in 3GPP in October 2018.
2. Importance of Satellite IoT
As described in the attachment, satellite technology serves a complementary role with terrestrial providers in the IoT space. Satellite services have unique and necessary characteristics required for proper implementation of an IoT ecosystem. With billions of connected “things” expected to be in use throughout the world combined with new technologies that generate low cost-per-bit connectivity, the satellite industry is redefining the solutions it can provide to address the largest communications requirement our world has ever known. What is certain is that no single communications technology is prepared to handle this estimated IoT traffic alone. Satellites have certain features which make them ideal for meeting the needs of a meaningful percentage of IoT traffic.
3. ESOA recommendation to consider starting NTN IoT work in Q4’20
ESOA recognizes that in view of the global situation with COVID19, the work of 3GPP Rel-17 is being delayed. ESOA would like to stress the importance of a standardized solution for NTN IoT to address urgent needs in the market and recommends that the related work in 3GPP starts ASAP, preferably in Q4’20 as originally planned.

4. Intention of the LS and required actions

With this liaison statement, ESOA recommends to 3GPP that RAN should consider starting NTN IoT work in Q4’20 as originally planned.
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