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[bookmark: _Ref124589705][bookmark: _Ref129681862]Introduction
In RAN#87-e, new release timeline was endorsed [1] due to the face-to-face meeting are in place by e-meeting. Both Rel-16 stage-3 and ASN.1 freeze time are set in June, 2020. The completion date of Rel-16 performance shifts one quarter to December 2020. Rel-17 completion date has shifted one quarter with RAN1 complete on June 2021, stage-3 freeze on September 2021, ASN.1 freeze on December 2021, and RAN4 performance completion on March 2022. The addition of the Ad hoc meeting is in the plan in January 2021 to ensure the completion date of Rel-17. The scopes of approved RAN1/RAN2/RAN3 Rel-17 SIs/WIs in RAN#86 are unchanged with the same TUs allocation for each SI/WI. The completion date of Rel-17 SI/WI is expected to be re-evaluated at RAN#88. This paper discusses the progress of RAN working group meeting and the potential resolution of Rel-17 SIs/WIs.
[bookmark: _Ref129681832]Discussion on Rel-17 Completion Timeline

The endorsed Rel-17 timeline in [1] has RAN1 starting in May e-meeting with study items and RAN2/RAN3/RAN4 following in August e-meeting. RAN1 has started four Rel-17 study items in RAN1#101-e; they are the study of supporting NR from 52.6 GHz to 71 GHz [2], NR positioning enhancements [3],  reducing capability NR device [4] and NR coverage enhancement [5]. The progress of Rel-17 study items in e-meeting is on target in completing most of evaluation assumptions and general frameworks. The discussions of the evaluation methodologies and general frameworks through email in the e-meeting rely on collecting the inputs from companies in order to reach agreements on the common ground on certain aspects. The challenge part is to the compromised resolution through email when there are diverse views from companies on a given aspect. The back-and-forth email discussions on a given point from different perspective would take longer time to converge. Sometimes, the discussion could not reach the convergent point. The efficiency of the email discussion in e-meeting is not as good as that in the face-to-face meeting. The tentative start of other Rel-17 study items/work items in RAN1/RAN2/RAN3/RAN4 would have similar challenge.

The start of Rel-17 study and work items has been delay for at least two working group meetings. The email discussion in the working group e-meeting makes it very challenge for the progresses of new study and work items. The remaining critical issues of Rel-15 and Rel-16 work items were closed substantially but slowly in the e-meeting.  There are large amount of remaining issues and CRs for Rel-16 work items. Closing Rel-16 remaining issues are the priority in the working group meetings. The working group chairmen would also arrange the time for Rel-17 based on the capacity during the e-meeting. It is very challenge to complete Rel-17 study and work items through most of e-meeting with one quarter shift of the Rel-17 timeline. In the mean time, the 2nd half of 2020 RAN working group meetings have been reduced with the two meetings in October and November being combined to one meeting. The original plan of working group Ad hoc meetings in January 2021 are not optimistic unless the global pandemic of COVID-19 slow down dramatically. In order to complete the study and work item in time, the scope of the study or work item might need to be adjusted. The other alternative is to extend the Rel-17 timeline with one more quarter.   It is too early to evaluate the progress of each Rel-17 study and work item in RAN#88-e. The Rel-17 timeline should be discussed in RAN#89-e based on the progress of each study or work item.

Proposal: It is too early to evaluate the scope and progress of Rel-17 study and work items in RAN#88-e. The Rel-17 timeline should be discussed in RAN#89-e based on the progress of individual study or work item.
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