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1. Introduction:

At RAN #85, a LS was received during the meeting from the O-RAN Alliance in RP-192259. This was a high-level introduction to the objectives and structure of O-RAN and was sent widely to SA, CT, RAN, SA1, SA2, SA3, SA5, SA6, RAN1, RAN2, and RAN3 with cc to PCG. There was insufficient time to consider a response although SA did respond in SP-100923 which acknowledged potential synergy between O-RAN Alliance and 3GPP working groups.
Following the meeting it was noted that RAN4 had not been identified by O-RAN on the list of 3GPP working groups that may be affected by the work of O-RAN Alliance. However, the LS described the work of O-RAN WG4 as follows:
· WG4: The Open Fronthaul Interfaces Workgroup. The objective of this work is to deliver truly open fronthaul interfaces, in which multi-vendor DU-RRU interoperability can be realized.

The scope of O-RAN WG4 has direct relevance to the ongoing work within RAN4 on the specification of the TAB and RIB boundaries of AAS BS as specified in 38.104 and 38.141-2. In parallel with this work, and in particular during the last year, O-RAN has developed an extensive interface definition for the CU/DU/RU split which contains many details specific to the functional decomposition and location of features in the base station. It should be of particular interest to RAN4 how the O-RAN model of the BS aligns with the interface boundaries specified by RAN4. This has particular consequences when it comes to how the proposed CU/DU/RU split maps onto existing declarations required for specifying conformance tests. Good alignment here would enable the possibility to test individual BS components in isolation, whereas less alignment might mean it is not possible to specify conformance tests of the performance of CU, DU or RU functions without the inclusion of two or all of the BS components.
In order to address the potential synergy between O-RAN and 3GPP it is proposed to send the LS in RP-192898 to O-RAN cc RAN4 to encourage the necessary interaction to lead to a synergistic outcome.
