[bookmark: _Ref452454252][bookmark: _GoBack]3GPP TSG-RAN #85	RP-191957
Newport Beach, CA, USA, 16 - 20 September 2019	


Agenda item:	9.9
Source:	NEC
Title:	Reflecting RAN's views on TEI
Document for:	Discussion
1	Introduction
TEI is a work item code that is supposed to be used for (Small) Technical Enhancements and Improvements. However, TEI has sometimes been used to hide significant features for which it was not originally intended. Also, cross-TSG work has sometimes led to the unfortunate use of TEI, e.g., an SA2 LS [2] caused RAN3 work ending up with a TEI16 CR. At plenary level, a discussion on TEI was started in TSG-SA and in TSG-RAN. TSG-SA already approved changes to TEI during SA#83 (Shenzhen, March 2019) [1]. However, the TSG-SA CR did not completely capture RAN's views and introduced some restrictions that may not be entirely in line with understanding of TEI in TSG-RAN.

2	TEI Principles
TEI principles (as listed e.g. in [3]), shared by many RAN experts include: 
· TEI is something small and contained
· Anything else should become a WI
· In principle TEI to be captured in one CR (possibly one CR with similar change in multiple specifications)
· TEI is restricted to one WG only
· Work requiring interaction across multiple RAN WGs should have appropriate WI
· "Cross-TSG" work should also be based on appropriate WI
· TEI is restricted to one meeting cycle 
· If principles cannot be met, or will no longer be met, a specific Work Item should be drafted
· ... following the normal rules for WIs

3	Proposals
Proposal: TSG-RAN to review the existing text on TEI in TR 21.900 (subclause 6.2) and to propose a CR to document RAN's understanding of TEI inasfar as not yet reflected.
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